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w-¢s THE SIGHT HONCURABLE —.- 


;ANR REVEREND FATHER IN GOD, 


GEORGE, 


LOM? BISHOR OF WINCHESTER, 


AND PRELATE or THE MOST’ NOBLE 
“ORDER OF THE GARTER. 


MY LORD, 
ne 


I DID, fome years patft, prefent you with 
a plain relation of the life of Mr. Richard 
Hooker, that humble man, to whofe me- 
mory princes, arid the moft learned of this 
nation, have paid a reverence at the men- 
tion “of -his nane. And now, with Mr. 
Hooker's, I prefent”you alfo the Life of 
that pattern of primitive piety, Mr George 
Herbert; and, ae jhis, the Life of Dr. 
~ ag Donrte,~ 


vt ; THE-EPISTLE 
‘Donne, and your frend Sir Henry Wot- 
ton, all reprii.te1*, Poe “wo firlt were writ- 
ten under your reef ; for which reafort, if 
they ‘were wrth it, you'might juftly chal 
-lenge a Dedication: and indeed, fo you 
might of Dr. Donne’s, and Sir He 
Wotton’s ; *becaufe, if I had been fit for + 
this undertaking, it would not-have been 
“by acquired learning or ftudy, but by the 
advantage of forty years friendthip, and 
thereby with hearing and difcourfing with 
your, Lordthip, that hath enabled me to 
make the relation of thefe lives, paflable 
. (if they prove fo) in in an eloquent and cap~ 
tious age. - - 

-And indeed, my Lord, swat _thefe 
- relations be well-meant facrifices to the 
memory of thefe worthy inen; yet I have 
fo little eonfileace in my performance, 
that I beg pardon fo- fuperfcribing your 


name to them ;-and defire all ‘thatzknow 
. ~ = 


* ‘dhe Life of Bithop Sandetfon was not then written. 


your 
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THOUGH ‘the feverae intrpdutions to” 
thefe feveral Lives have partly declaved 
the reafons how, and why I undertook 
them); yet fince they are come to be re- 
viewed, and augmented, and reprinted, 
and the four are now becom€,one book ; 
:T defire leave to inform you that fhall be- 
.come my reader, that when I fometime 

“look back ypon my education and mean 
abilities, it is not without fome little won- 

“der at myfelf, that I am come to be pul- 
licly in* print, And though I have in 
thofe introdu€tions declared fome of the 
accidental réafons that occafioned me to 
be fo, yet let me add this to what is ,there 
faid * that by my undertaking to collect 
fome notes*for Sir Henry Wotton’s writ- 
ing the Life of Dr. Donse, and by Sir 
Henry’s dyingebefge he performed it, f 
became like thofe nien tSat enter eafily 

. qnto a law-fuit, or a quarrel, and having 

begun, cannot make a fair retreat. and be 
\ e quiet, 

' 
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Guiety when,they defire it—And really, 

_ after fuch a gianod&] shecame engaged | 
into 2 neceffity ig wrigity the Life of Dr. 
Donge, contrary sto my firft fntentions ; 
and that beg@t alike neceflity of writing ° 
ithe Life of his and my ever-honoured 
“friend, Sir Henry Wotton. seul « ote 

; And having writ thefe two Lives, I lay. 
quiet twenty years, without a thought. of 
either troupfing myfelf or others, by any 
new engagemehtin this kind; for I thoughs..”' 
T knew my unfitnefs. But, about that timey 
Dr. Gauden (then Lord Bithgp of Exeter) ° 
publifhed the Life of Mr. Richard Hooker; 
(fo he called it,) with fo many dangerous * 
miftakes, both of him and his bodks, that: 

‘difcourfing of.them with his Grace, Gibe 
bert, that now is Lord Archbithop of Cansi 
terbury, he enjoined me ta examine fome: 
circumftances, and then rectify thé Bis 
fhop’s miftakes, by giving the world a. 
fuller and a truer account of Mr. Hooker: 
and his books, than that BiJhop had done ;: - 
and I know I lftve done fo. And let mes 
telf the re: ader, that till his Grace had laids 
this injunction upon me, | could not admit: 

a thought 
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a thought of any fitnefs in me to under@ 
take it: but when Xe had qwice enjoined 
me to it, I then’ dgclinel my own, and 
+ trufted his Sudgment, ang fubmitted.to his , 
. "gonimands ; concluding, the®.if I did not, 
1 could not forbear accufing mydelf -6f 
difobedience, and.4mdeed of ingratitude 
v.for hisomany favours. Fhus 1 became 
.,. @ngaged into the third Life. * : 
~ >For the Life of that great*gxample of 
‘ bolinefs, Mr. George Herbért, I profefs it 
“to be fo far.a free-will offering, that it was 
writ chiefly go pleafe myfelf; but yet not 
without: fome- refpeét to -pofierity: for. 
- though -he was not a man that the next 
age can Torget; yet many: of his particular 
aéts and virtues might have been neg 
legted, or loft, if I had not: oellected and: 
prefented them: to the imitation. of thofe 
that thall fucceed us; for I humbly cone. 
ceive writittg tebe both a-fafer and truer. 
preferver of men’s virtuous actions than 
tradition; efpecaally as it is managed in: * 
this age. And Tam alfo to%ell the yeader,: 
that:though this Life of Mr. Herbert wae: 


xii THE NEISTLE. 


ad review, bafore it fhould be made public : 
but that was nat allolved-me-by reafon of 
my dofence fron Leadon when it was 
printing: fo that the reader may find.ia * 
it fome miftaxess fome double expreffions; ~ 
‘ard: fome not very proper, aud fon that 
might have becn contracted, and fome 
faults that are not juftly chargeable upon 
me, but the printer ; and yet | hope none 
fo great, as may not by this confeflion | 
purchafe pardon from:a gon pomiiied 
reader. 

And now f wifh that seth learned 
Jew, Jofephus, and others, fo thefe men had 
alfo writ their-own lives: but fince itis 
not the fathion of thefe times, L with their 
relations or friends would do it for them, 

“before delays make it too diffiedlt,:: And 
I defire this the more, becauleit is an ho- 
nour due to the dead, and a generous debt 
due to thofe that fhall live, and fucceed 
us, and would to them prove both a con- 
tent and fatisfaétion, - Fob when the next 
age {hall (as this does) admire +he learning 
and clear-reafon which that excellent ca- 
fuilt, Door Sanderfon, (the late Bifhop 


of 
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of Lincoln,) hath deniontirateddn his Ser? 
mons and other. writings; «who, if they 
Jove virtue, wouldanot sejoice to Know 
that this god man was as remarkable for 
“the meeknefs and innoechce*ef his life, as 
for his great and ufeful learning; andian 
deed as remarkable for his fortitude in 
his long and patient fuffering (under them 
that then called themielves “the godly 
party) for that doétrine, whieh he had 
preached and printed in the "happy days of 
the nation’s and the Church’s peace? And 
who would sot be content to have the 
like account ,of Dr. HMield, that great 
{choolman, and others of noted learning ? 
And thdugh T cannot hope that my ex- 
ample er reafon can perfuade to this under- 
taking,: yet? ] pleafe mytelf, that I thall 
conclude my Preface with wifhing that it 
were to. 


. obey 
. 
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THE COPY.OF A LETTER WRIT TO 
Mn, IZAAK WALTON, - 
wy 
Dr. KI NG, 
LORD BISHOP OF CHICHESTER. 


MONEST IZAAK, 


THOUGH afamiliarity of more than forty 
vears continifance, and the conftant experi- 
enceot your love,evenin the worflof the late 
fad ring, be fuflicient to endear our friend- 
thip; yet I wuft confefs my affection much 
improved, not only by evidences of private 
refpect to: many that know and love you, 
but by you? new demonttration of a pub- 
lic tpirit, teftified i a diligent, true, arid 
ufefil collection of fo many material paf- 
luges as you have now afforded me in the 
Life of venerable Mit Hooker ; of which, 
fince detiret by fuch a friend as yourfelf, 
I fall not deny to give the teftimony of 
what 1 know concerning him and his 

learned 
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leathed booki: but thall firft here take a 
fair occafion to tell you, that you have 
been happy in clfoofing to write the Lives: 

” of three fuch perfons, as pofterity hath ju& 
caufe to horfour which they will do the 
more for the true relation of them by your: 
happy pen: of all which I fhall give you 
my unfeigned cenfure. 

I fhall begin with my moft dear and 
incomparable friend Dr. Donne, late Dean 
of St. Paul's church, who not only trafted 
me as his executor, but three days before 
his death delivered into my hends thofe ex- 
eellent Sermons of his, now made public; 
profefling before Dr. Winniff, Dr. Mon- 
ford, and, [ think, yourfelf then prefent 
at his bed-fide, that it-was by-mg reftlefs 
importunity, that he bad prepared them 
for the prefs: together with which (as 
Seis belt legacy) he gave me all his fermons 
notes, and his other papers, containing am’ 
extraét of near fifteen hundred authors. 
How thefe were get ofit of my handa, 
you, who were the meflenge: for them, 
and how loft both to me and yourfelf, is 
not now feafonable to.complain. But fince 

- they 


© 
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theyiatid:-mifearry; T-anr’ giad,that: the: 
goadral demonfiration of his worth was fo 
fairly? preferved, .and reprefented to the 
Warld. by-yauf. pen: in ¢he hiflory -of his 
Ife; indeed fo well, that, Utfide others, 
the -be& critic of our later time (Mr. Joha 
Hales, of Katon College) aflirmed to me, 
“ he had not feen a life w ritten with niore 
S-advantageto the fubject, og more repu- 
tation to the «writer, than that of Dr. 
& Donne’s.? > ; 

vtifter the performance of this tatk for 
Dr: Donne, you-uridertook the like office 
for our friend Sir Henry Wotton : betwixt 
which two there Was a friendthip begun. 
in Oxford, continued in their various tra~- 
vela, and more confirmed in the religious 
frienid(higeof age ; and doubtlefgahig ex- 
ceHent perfon had Writ the Life of Dr,. 
Donne, if death bad not prevented: bingy: 
by: which means, his and your pre-collegg. | 
tions for that work fell to the happy tna-. 
nage af your pén: work which you 
would have~leclined, if imperious perfua- 
fiens had..not ‘been <ftronger--¢hina your 
modatt: refolutions againt: it. ...And I am 


VOL. I. b ~ thus 
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thuw far glad, that the firtt Life was’ fo 
impofed upon “you, becaife # gave an 
unavoidable caufe’of writing the feconds 
“f not, it is tog probable we had wanted 

_ both; which’ had’ been a prejudice to all’ 
lovers of honour and ingenious leaming: 
And let me not leave my friend Sir Hen- 
ry without this teftimony added to yours ; 
that he was a man of as florid a wit, and 
as elegant 4 pen, as any former (or ours, 
which in that kind is a mof excellent) 
age hath ever produced, 

And now, having made thts voluntary 
ohfervation of our two deceated friends, t 
proceed to fatisty your defire concerning 
what £ know and believe of the ever- 
memordble Mr. Hooker, who was Schi/~ 
jnaticorem malleus, fo great a champion for 
the Charch of Engldnd’s rights, againft 
ie factious torrent of Separatifts that then 
‘fan high againft church-difcipline 5 and 
in his unan{werable “Books continues td 
be fo again the ungniet difciples of their 
febifm, which now, under other names, 
fill carry on their défign ; and who (as 
the proper heirs of their irrational zeal) 

would 
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would again: rake-into. thd.fearce’ dlefed 
wounds of 4-newly bleeding State and 
Church. c 

+ «And fitt, though I-dare not fay that ¢ 


* + knew Mr, Hooker ; yét as Dur ecclefiafti- 


cal hiftory reports to the honour of St. Ig-” 
natius, ‘ that he lived in the.time of St. 
“ John, and had feen him in his, child- . 
“hood ;” fo T-alfo joy that in my mi- 
nority T have often feen Mr. Sooker with | 
my father, who was after Bifhop of Lon- 
don ; from whom, and others, at that time, 
T have heard moft of the material paflages 
which you relate in the hiftory of his life; 
and from my father received fuch a cha- 
raéter of his learning, humility, and other 
virtues, that, like jewels of unyaluable 
price, thay fill caf fuch a lugreyas envy 
or the ruft of time fhall never darken. . a 
«From my father I have alfo hearts} 
the circuinflances of the plot to defame 
him; and how Sir -Edgvin Sandys outwit; 
ted his accufers} and gained their confef- 
fion: and Keould.give an account of each 
particular of that plat, but that I judge’ it 
ba... | fitter 
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ftterrto be fUrgotten, and rot in the fame 
grave with the malicicnis authors. 
Timay not omit to declare, that my: fae - 
* ther’s knowledzemt Mr. Hooktr was a+ 
caftoned by a ie farned Dr. John Spencer, ” 
who, alser the death of Mr. ILooker, was 
fo carefal.to preferve his unvaluable fixth, 
feventh, and eighth books of Ecclefiujtical 
Polily, and bis other writings, that he pro- 
cured Heery, Jackfon, then of Corpus 
Chrilti College, to tranteribe for bim all 
Mr. Hooker’s remaining written papers 5 
many of which were imperbect ; for his 
ftudy had been rifled, or worfe uled, by 
Mr. Chark, and another, of principles too 
like his. But thefe papers were endea- 
voured to be completed by his dear friend 
Dr. Spencer, who bequeathed them as a 
precious legacy to my father ; after whofe 
death they refted in. my hand, till Dr, 
sAbbot, then Archbifhop of Canterbury, 
‘Commanded then? out of my cuttody, by 
authorizing Dr. JohmBarkcham to require, 
and bring them to him to ks palace in 
Lambeth: at which-time, I have heard, 
they 
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they were put into the Bifhop’s library,.and 
that they remained there till the martyr- 
don of Archbithop-faud ; and were then 
bythe brethren of that faction given, with 
all the Hbrary, to Hugh Peters, as a reward 
fur his remarkable fervice in thofe fad times 
of the Church's confution. And though 
they could hardly ful into a fouler hand; 
yet there wanted not other eydeavours to 
corrupt and make them {peak this language, 
for which the faéiion then foughr, which 
indeed was, to /ucbje€ the fivereign power to 
the poople. » 

But L need not firive to vindicate Mr, 
Hooker in this particular: his kuown 
loyalty t0 his Prince whillt he lived, the 
forrow exprefled by King James:at his 
death, the value our late Sovereign (af 
ever-bleffed memory) put upon his.works, 
and now the fingular character of hig 
worth by you given in the patlages of bi. 
Life, efpecially in your Appendix to it, do 
fulfictently clea hire from that imputa- 
tion: and 4 am glad you mention how 
much value Thomas Stapleton, Pope Cle- 
ment the Eighth, and other emincut men 

of 
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“ofthe Ronlith perfuafion, have put.upen 
his books; having been-tald the famedn 
my youth by perfons of worth that. have 
travelled Italy. a oe 
Lafily, mutt again congratulate this 
undertaking of yours, as now more proper 
to-you, than any other perfon, by reafon of 
your Jong knowledge and alliance to the 
worthy family of the Cranmers, (my old 
friends alfs,) who have been men of noted 
wildum ; ¢lpecially Mr. George Cranmer, 
whole prudence, added to that of Sir Ed- 
win Sandys, proved very ufegul in the com- 
-pleting of Mr. Hooker's matchlefs books: 
one of their letters J herewith fend you, 
to make ufe of, if you think fit. And let 
me: fay further, you merit much, from 
many of Mr, Hooker’s bel friends then 
living j:-namely, from the ever renowned 
Archbifhop Whitgift, of whofe incompae 
table worth, with the character of the 
times, you have given us a.more fhort and: 
fignificant account .thart. I have received, 
from any- other pen. Yow. have done 
much for the learned. Sir, Henry Savile, 
his contemporary and familiar fricnd ; 
amongit 
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among ft the farviving monuments of whofe 
learning (give mee leave to tell you fo) two 
.at-omitted ; his ecition of Euclid, Wut 
‘efpecially his tranflation of King Sumes’s 
Apology for the Oath of Alrdiance, into 
elegant Latin: which flying in that drets 
4s far as Rome, was hy the Pope and:Con- 
clave fent to Salamanca unto Francifeus 
Suarez, (then refiding there aq Prefident 
of that’ college), with a commatd to an- 
fwer it, And itis worth noting, that when 
he had perfeéted the work, which he calls 
Defenfio Fide Catholice, it was trant- 
mitted to Rome for a view of the Inquifi- - 
tors ; who, according to their cuftom, 
blotted out what they pleated, and (as Mr, 
Hooker hath been uled fince his death) 
added whatfoever might advance ° the 
Pope's fupremacy; or carry on their own 
interett ; commonly coupling together ded 
ponere et occidere, the depofing and thén 
killing of princes. Which cruel and un-! 
chriftian languagé’ Mr. John. Saltkel, the 
amanuenfis > Suarez, when he wrote 
that anfwer, (but fincea Convert, and living 
long in my father’s houfe,) often profeffed 
the 
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the good olée man (whofe piety and cha- 
rity Mr. Saltkel magnified much) not only 
difavowed, but detefted. Not to trouble 
you further; your reader (if, according to 
your defiresmy Apprubation of your work’ 
carries any weight) will here find many 
jet reafons to thank you for it; and pof- 
fibly for this circumnfiance here mentioned 
(not known to many) may happily appre 
hend ones to, thank him, who heartily 
withes your happinefs, and is unfeignedly, 
Sir, 
© 
Your ever-faithful and, 
affeétionate old friend, 


“HENRY CHICHESTER. 
Curcnester, 
Nov. 17, 1664. 
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LATE (PEAN OF 8T. PAUL’S CHURCH, * 
: “EQNDON. 
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“THE 
INTRODUCTION. 


Jr that great mafter of language and art, , 
Sir Henry Wotton, the late Provoft of 
Eton College, hed lived to fee the publi- | 
cation of thefe Sermons; he had pre- 
fented the world with the Author’s life 
exactly written ; and it was pity he did 
not, for it"was a work worthy his un- 
dertaking, and he fit to undertake it: 
betwixt, whom and the Author there - 
was fo mutual a knowledge, and fuch 
a friendthip contracted in their youth, 
as nothing but death could force a fe- 
paration, And though their bodies were 
. divided, their affe@ions were not; for 
that learned Knight’s Jove followed his’ 
friend’s fame beyond death and the for- 
getful grave; which he ¢Sttified by en. 
treating me, whom he acquainted with 
his defign, to enquire of fome particulars 
that concerned it, not doubting but. my 
: B2 -know- 
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knowledge of the Author, and love to his 

memory, might make my diligence ufe- 

ful. I did moft gladly undertake the 

employment, and continued it with great 

content, till I had made my collection © 

ready «to, be augmented and completed 

by his maschlefs pen: but then death 
" prevented his intentions. 

Wheii'L heard that fad news, and heard 
alfo that thefe Sermons were to be printed, 
and want the Author’slife, which I thought 
to be very remarkable ; indignation or 
grief (indeed 1 know not which) tranf- 
ported*me fo far, that I reviewed my for- 
faken colleétions, and refolved the world 
thould fee the beft pfain picture of the Au- 
thor’s life that my artlefs pencil, guided 
by the hand of truth, could prefent to it. 

And if I fhall now be demanded, as 
once Pompey’s poor bond-man was i 

; ftiie grateful wretch had been left alone 
‘ on‘ the fea-fhore, with the forfaken déad 
body of his oure glorious lord and matter ; 

‘and was then gathering tfie feattered 


© Plutarch. 
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pieces of an old broken boat to make 
a funeral pile ‘to burn it; which was the 
enftom pf the Romans) — “ Who art 
® thou, that alone haffthe honour to bury 
“ the body of Pompey the great?” fo, 
who am I, that do’ thus officioufly-fet the 
Author's memory on fire? -F *hope the 
queftion will prove to have imag more of ° 
wonder than difdain. But wondéf indeed . 
the reader may, that J, who profefs my- 
felf artlets, thonld prefume with my faint 
light to thew forth his life, whofe very 
name makes it illuftrious! But be this 
to the difadvantage of the perfon repre- 
fented 5 certain T am, it is to the advan- 
tage of the beholder, who fhall here fee 
the Author’s picture in a natural drefs, 
which ought to beget faith in what is 
fpoken: for he that wants {kill to de- 
ceive, may fafely be trufted. : 
And if the Auther’s* glorious fpiae, 
ich now isin heaven, ean’ have’ the 
leifure to look down-‘atd:fee me, the 
pooreft, the meaneft of all. his friends, in 
the midft of his officious duty, confident I 
am, that he will not difdain this well- 
B3 meant 
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meant facrifice to his memory: for, whilft 
his converfation made mie and many 
others happy below, I know his humility 

. and gentlenefs weré then eminent; and,d 
shave heard Divines fay, thofe virtues, that | 
were but {parks upon earth, become great 
and. yia flames in heaven. 

Before.J. proceed further, Iam to en- 
treat thé reader to take notice, that when 
Dr. Donne’s’ Sermons were firft printed, 
this was then my excufe for daring to 
write his life; and I dare not now ap- 
pear without it. : 





THE 
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Masrer John Donne was 
London, in the year 1573, of. 
virtuous parents: and though §his own - 
learning and other multiplied merits may . 
juftly appear fufficient to dignify both 
himfelf and his pofterity, yet the reader 
may be pleafed to know, that his father 
was mafculinely and lineally defcended 
from a very ancient family in Wales, 
where qany of his name now live, that 
deferve and have great reputation in that , 
country. 

By his mother he was defcended of the 
‘family of the famous and learned Sir 
Thomas Moor, fometime Lord Chancel- 
lor of England; as alfo from that wor- 
thy and laborious Judge, Raftall, who left 
pofterity the vaft ftatutes of the law of this 
nation moft exaétly abridged. 

He had his firft breeding in his father’s 
houfe, where a private tutor had the care 

B4 of 
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of him, until the tenth year of his age; 
and in his eleventh year was fent to the 
Univerfity of Oxford; having at.that time 
a good command both of the French arid 
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oLatin tongue. This, and fome other of | 


his remarkable abilities, made one then 
givesthig-¢enfure of him; ‘ That this 

© age Kad brought forth another Picus 
« Miratidula;” of whom ftory fays, “ That 
“he was rather born, than made wife by 
« ftudy.” 

Ther@ he remained for fome years in 
Hart-Hall, having, for the advancement 
of his ftudies, tutors of feveral fciences to 
attend and infiruét him, till time made 

4 him capable, and his learning exprefled 
in public exercifes declared him worthy, 
to receive his firft degree in the fchools, | 
which he forbore by advice from his 
frtends, who being for their religion of 
the Romith perfuafion, were confcionably 
averfe to fome parts of the oath that is 
always tendered -at-thofe times, and not 
to be refufed by thofe that ‘expeét the 
titulary- honour of their ftudies. 

About the fourteenth year of his age 

i he 
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he was tran{planted from Oxford to Cam- 
bridge ;_ where;" that he might reccive 

_-hourifhment from both foils, he ftaid till 
hig feventeenth year ; ail which time he : 
was a moft laborious fludent, often chang- 
ing his ftudies, but endeavouring to: take 
no degree, for the reafons formerl¥'men- 
tioned. 

About the feventeenth ycar of his age 
he was removed to London, avid then ad- 
mitted into Lincoln’s Inn, with an in- 
tent to ftudy the law; where he gave 
great teftimonies of his wit, his learning, 
and of his improvement in that profef- 
fion; which never ferved him for other 
ufe than an ornament and felf-fatisfaGion, 

His father died before his admiffion 
into this fociety, and, being a merchant, 
left him his portion in money. (It wad 
3000].) His mother, and thofe.to whofe 
care he was Committed, were watchful to 
improve his knowledge, and to that end 
appointed him tutors both-in the mathe- 
matics, and in all the other liberal fci- 
ences, to attend him. But with thefe arts 
they were advifed to inftil into him parti- 

cular 
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Fi 
‘cular principles of the Romith Church; of 
which thofe tutors profeffed, though fe- 
eretly, themfelves to be members. : 

They had glmoft obliged him to their 
faith ; having for their advantage, befides 
many opportunities, the example of his 
dear and pious parents, which was a moft 
powerfl perfuafion, and did work much 
upon him, as he profeffeth in his preface 
to his Pfevido;Martyr, a book of which 
the reader ihall have fome account in 
what follows. 

He was now entered into the eighteenth 
year of his age; and at that time had be- 
trothed himfelf to no religion, that might 
give him any other denomination than 
a Chriftian. And reafon and piety had 
both perfuaded him, that there could 
be no fuch fin as Schifm, if an adhe- 
rence to fome vifible church were not 
neceflary. 

About the nineteenth year of his age, 
he being then unrefolved what religion 
to adhere to, and confidering how much 
it concerned his foul to choofe the moft 
orthodox, did therefore, (though his 

youth 
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youth and health promifed him a joie? 
life) to reétify all feruples that might 
concern that, prefently Jay afide all ftudy 
‘ of the law, and of all other Jciences that 
: * might give him a denomination ; and 
began ferioufly to furvey and confider 
the body of divinity, as it was then” ‘con- 
troverted betwixt the Reformed and the 
Roman Church, And as God’s bleffed 
Spirit did then awaken him to the fearch, 
and in that induftry did never forfake him, 
(they be his own words*) fo he calls the 
fame holy Spirit to witnefs this protefta- 
tion ; that in that difquifition and fearch 
he proceeded with humility’and diffidence 
in himfelf, and by that which he took 
to be the fafeft way; namely, frequent 
prayers, and an indifferent affection to 
both parties ; and indeed, truth had too 
much light about her to be hid from fo 
fharp an enquirer; and he had too much 
ingenuity, hot to acknowledge he had 
found her. - 
Being to undertake this fearch, he be- 


* In his Preface to Pleudo-Martyr. 
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lieved the Cardinal Bellarmine to be the 
beft defender of the Roman canfe, and 
thercfore betook himfelf to the exami- 
nation of -hjs reafons. The caufe ‘was 
weighty, and wilful delays had been 
inexeufable both towards God and his 
own ‘Gonfcience : he therefore proceeded 
in this“fearch with all moderate hatte, 
and about the twentieth year of his age 
did thew’ the then Dean of Gloucefter 
(whofe name my memory hath now loft) 
all the Cardinal’s works marked with 
many weighty obfervations under his own 
hand; which works were bequeathed by 
him, at his death, as a legacy to a moft 
dear friend. 

About a year following he refolved to 
travel ; and the Earl of Efex going firft 
the Cales, and after the [fland voyages, 
the firft anno 1596, the fecond 1597, he 
took the advantage of thofe opportunities, 
waited upon his Lordfhip, and was an 
eye-witnels of thofe happy and unhappy 
employments. 

But he returned not back into England, 
till he had ftaid fome years firft in Italy, 

and 
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and then in Spain, where he made many 
ufeful obfervations of thofe countries, 
their laws and manner of government, 
-andreturned perfect in their, languages. 

“The time that he {peat in Spain was, 
at his firt going into Ttaly, defigned for 
travellmg to the Holy Land, and for 
viewing Jerufalem and the fepuféhre of 
our Saviour. But at his being’ in the 
furtheft parts of Italy, the difappointment 
of company, or of a fafe convoy, or the 
uncertainty of returns of moncy into thofe 
remote parts, denicd him that happinefs, 
which he did often occafionally mention 
with.a deploration. : 

Not long after his return into England, 
that exemplary pattern of gravity and 
wildom, the Lord Elfemore, then Keeper 
of the Great Seal, and Lord Chancellor 
of England, taking notice of his learning, 
Janguages and other abilities, and much 
affecting his perfon and behaviour, took 
him to be his clef feeretaty ; fuppofing 
and intending it to be an introduGtion 
to fome mere weighty employment in 

the 
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‘the ftate ; for which his Lordfhip did of- 
ten proteft he thought litm very fit. 

Nor did his Lordfhip, in this time of 
Matter Donne’s attendance upon him, - 
account him to be fo: much his fervant, | 
as to forget he was his friend; and, to 
teftify:it, did always we him with much 
courtefy, appointing him a place at his 
own table, to which he efteemed his 
company and difcourfe to be a great or- 
nament. 

He continued that employment for the 
fpace of five years, being daily ufeful, 
and not mercenary to his friends. Dur- 
ing which time he (I dare not fay unhap- 
pily) fell into fuch a liking, as, with her 
approbation, increafed into a love with a 
young gentlewoman that lived in that 
family, who was niece to the Lady Elfe- 
more, and daughter to Sir George Moor, 
then Chancellor of the Garter and Lieu- 
tenant of the Tower. ° : 

Sir George had fome intimation of it, 
and knowing prevention to be a great 
part of ditagen, did therefore remove 

her 
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her with much hafte from that to hit 
own houfe at Lothefley, in the county 
of Surry; but too late, by reafon of 
cfome faithful promifes which, were fo in- 
“terchangeably paffed, as never to be vio- 
dated by either party. 

Thefe promifes were only known to 
themfelves: and the friends of ‘both 
parties ufed much diligence, and many 
arguments, to kill or cool their affections 
to each other: but in vain; for love is 
a flattering mifchief, that hath denied 
aged and wife men a forefight of thofe 
evils that too often prove to be the chil- 
dren of that blind father, a patffion ; 
that carries us to commit errors with as 
much eafe as whirlwinds remove fea- 
thers, and begets in us an unwearied 
induftry to the attainment of what we 
defire. And fuch an induftry did, not- 
withftanding much watchfulnefs againft 
it, bring them fecretly together, (I for- 
bear to tell the*manner how) and at 
lat to a marriage too, without the al- 
lowance of thofe friends, whofe appro- | 
bation always was, and ever will be, ne- 

ceflary, 
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ceflary, to make even a virtuous love be- 


come lawful. = 
And that the knowledge of their mar- 
riage might not fall, like an unexpected, 
tempeft, on thofe that were unwilling’ 
to have it fo, and that pre-apprehenfions 
might make it the lefs enormous when 
it was known, it was purpofely whit- 
pered into the ears of many that it was 
fo, yet by none that could affirm it. 
But, to put a period to the jealoufies of 
Sir George, (doubt often begetting more 
reftlefs thoughts than the certain know- 
ledge of what we fear) the news was, in 
favour to Mr. Donne, and with his al- 
lowance, made known to Sir George, by 
his honourable friend and neighbour 
Henry Earl of Northumberland: but it 
was to Sir George fo immeafurably un- 
welcome, and fo tranfported him, that, 
as though his paffion of angerand incon- 
fideration might exceed theirs of love 
and error, he prefently’ engaged his fifter, 
the Lady Elfemore, to join with him to 
procure her lord to difcharge Mr. Donne 
of the place he held under his lordfhip. 
This 
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This requeft was followed with violence 3 
and though Sir George were remem- 
bered, that errors might be overpu- 
nifhed, and defired therefore to forbear 
‘till fecond confiderations might clear 
fome feruples ; yet he became reftlefs 
until his fuit was granted, and the pu- 
nithment executed. And though the Lord - 
Chancellor did not, at Mr. Donne’s dif- ; 
miffion, give him fuch a commendation 
as the great Emperor Charles the Fifth 
did of his fecretary Erafo, when he pre- 
fented him to his fon and fucceflor, Philip 
the Second, faying, “ That in his Erafo 
“he gave to him a greater gift than all 
“ his ettate, and all the kingdoms which 
‘he then refigned to him:” yet the’ 
Lord Chancellor faid,. « He parted with 
“a friend, and fuch a fecretary as was 
“¢ fitter to ferve a King than a fubject,”” 

Immediately after his difmiffion from 
his fervice, he fent a fad letter to his 
wife, to acquairit hewswith it: and after 
the fubfeription of hitame, writ, 

Jobn Donne, Anne Donne, Un-dene; 

And Ged knows it proved too true: for 
VOL. I, c this 
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tltis bitter phyfic of Mr. Donne’s dif- 
miffion was not ftrong enough to purge 
out all Sir George’s choler; for he was 
‘not fatisfied till Mr. Donne and his fome- 
time compupil'in Cambridge, that married: 

“him, namely, Samuel Brook (who was 
after Doétor in Divinity, and Mafter of 
Trinity College) and his brother Mr. 
Chriftopher Brook, fometime Mr. Donne’s 
chamber-fellow in Lincoln’s Inn, who 
gave Mr. Donne his wife, and witneffed 
the marriage, were all committed to three 
feveral prifons. 

Mr. Donne was firft enlarged, who nei- 
ther gave reft to his body or brain, nor to 
any friend in whom he might hope to have 

-an intereft, until he had procured an en- 
largement for his two imprifoned friends. 

He was now at liberty, but his days 
were ftill cloudy; and being paft thefe 
troubles, others did ftill multiply upon 
him; for his wife was (to her extreme 
forrow) detained, fegm him; and though 
with Jacob he erftured not an hard fer- 
vice for her, yet he loft a good one, and 
was foreed to make good his title, and 

to 
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to get -poffeffion of her by a long and 
reftlefs fuit in law; which proved trouble- 
fome and fadly chargeable to him, whofe 
\ youth, and travel, and needlefs bounty,” 
“chad brought his eftate into a narrow com- 
pats. 

It is obferved, and moft truly, that fi- 
lence and fubmiffion are charming quali- - 
ties, and work moft upon paffionate men; . 
and it proved fo with Sir George ; for 
thefe, and 4 general report of Mr. Donne’s 
merits, together with his winning beha- 
viour, (which, when it would entice, had 
a ftrange kind of elegant irrefiftible art;) 
thele and time had fo difpaffionated Sir 
George, that as the world had approved 
his daughter’s choice, fo he alfo could 
not but fee a more than ordinary merit 
in his new fon; and this at lat melted 
him into fo much remorfe, (for love and 
anger are fo like agues, as to have hot 
and cold fits; and love in parents, though 
it may be quehched, yet is eafily ree 
kindled, and expires not till death denies 
mankind a natural heat,) that he labouret 
his fon’s reftoration to his place; ufing 

ce to 
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to that. end both his own and his fifter’s 
power to her lord; but with no fuceefs ; 
for his anfwer was, ‘ That though he 
“was unfeignedly forry for what he had 
* done, yet it was inconfiftent with his 
“ place and credit, to difcharge and re- 
“admit fervants at the requeft of paf- 
“ fionate petitioners.” 

Sir George’s endeavour for Mr. Donne’s 
readmiffion was by all means to be kept 
fecret:—(for men do more naturally reluct 
for errors, than fubmit to put on thofe 
blemithes that attend their vifible acknow- 
ledgment.)—But however it was not long 
before Sir George appeared to be foefar 
reconciled, as to with their happinefs, 
and not. to deny them his paternal blef- 
fing, but yet refufed to contribute any 
means that might conduce to their live- 
lihood. . 

Mr. Donne’s eftate was the greateft 
part fpent in many and chargeable tra- 
vels, books, and dear-bouight experience : 
he out of all employment that might 
yield a fupport for himfelf and wife, 
who had been curioufly and plentifully 

‘educated ; 
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educated; both their natures generous, 
and accuttomed to confer, and not'to re- 
we Cove, courtefies: thefe and other confi- - 
s-e'derations, but chiefly that His wife was to 
bear a part in his fullerings, furrounded 
him with many fad thoughts, and fome 
apparent apprehenfions of want. 

But his forrows were leffened and his 
wants prevented by the feafonable cour- 
tefy of their noble kinfinan, Sir Francis 
Wolly, of Pirford in Surry, who intreated 
them to a cohabitation with him; where 
they remained with much freedom to 
themfelves, and equal content to him, 
for fome years ; and as their charge in- 
creafed (the had yearly a child), fo did 
his love and bounty, 

{t hath been obferved by wife and con- 
fidering men, that wealth hath feldom 
been the portion, and never the mark to 
difcover good people; but that Ahnighty 
God, who difpsieth all things wilely, 
hath of his abundant goodnefs* denied it 
(he only knows why) to many’, whofe 

sminds he hath enriched with the greater 
bleffings of knowledge and virtue, as the 
2 * fairer 
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fairer teftimonies of his laye to mankind : 
and this was the prefent condition of 
-this man of fo excellent erudition and 
endowments ; ‘whofe neceflary and daily. 
expences were hardly reconcileable with 
his uncertain and narrow eftate. Which 
I mention, for that at this time there’ 
was a moft generous offer made him 
for the moderating of his worldly cares ; 
the declaration of which fhall be the next 
employment of my pen. 

God hath been fo good to his church, 
as to afford it in every age fome fuch 
men to ferve at his altar as have been 
pioufly ambitious of doing good to man- 
kind; a difpofition, that is fo like to God 
himfelf, that it owes itfelf only to him, 
who takes a pleafure to behold it in his 
creatures, Thefe times * he did blefs 
with many fuch; fome of which ft] 
live to be patterns of apoftolical charity, 
and of more than huntan patience. [| 
have faid ‘this, becaufe I have occafion 
to mention one of them in my following 
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difcourfe ; 
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difcourfe ; namely, Dr. Morton, the moft 
laborious and léarned Bifhop of Durham ; 
one, that God hath bleffed with perfect 
ZAiriteileGuals and a cheerfiel heart at the 
age of 94 years (and is yet living); one, 
that in his days of plenty had fo large a 
‘heart, as to ufe his large revenue to the 
encouragement of Jearning and virtue, ” 
and is now (be it fpoken with forrow) 
reduced to a narrow efiate, which he em- 
braces without repining; and ftill thews 
the beauty of his mind by fo liberal a 
hand, as if this were an age in which 
to-morrow were to care for itfelf. [ 
have taken a pleafure in giving the reader 
a fort but true character of this good 
man, my friend, from whom I received 
‘this following relation.—He fent to Mr. 
Donne, and intreated to borrow an hour 
of his time for a conference the next 
day. After their miceting, there was not 
many minutes pafled before he fpake to 
Mr. Donne to this purpofe: “ Mr. Donne, 
« the occafion of fending for you is to pro- 
; *pofe to you what I have often revolved 
“in my own thought fince I laft faw 
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“ you: which neverthelefs [ will not de- 
* clare but upon this condition, that you 
“ fhall not return me a prefent anfwer, 
“ but forbear three days, and beftow fomne™> 
‘ part of that time in fafling and prayer ; 
*« and after a ferious confideration of what 
« T fhall propofe, then return to me with 
*€ your anfwer. Deny me not, Mf. Donne; 
for it is the effect of a truc love, which 
“TY would gladly pay as a debt due for 
“ yours to me.” 

This requeft being granted, the Doctor 
expreffed himfelf thus : 

“ Mr. Donne, I know your education 
“and abilities; I know your expeécta- 
“tion of a ftate-employment; and I 
“ know your fitnefs for it; and I know 
too the many delays and contingencies 
“ that attend court-promifes: and let me 
“tell you, that my love, begot by our 
“long friendfhip and your merits, hath 
“ prompted me to fuck an inquifition 
“after your prefent temporal eftate, as 
“makes me no ftranger to your neccf- 
© §ities; which I know to be fich as 
“your generous fpirit could not bear, 

: seg 
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«cif it were not {upported with. a pious 
S€ patience. Yi ott know T have formerly 
“perfiiaded you to wave your court- 
Zi hopes, and cnter into sholy orders ; 
“which I now again perfuade you to 
“ embrace, with this reafon added to 
“my former requeft: The King hath 
© yefterday made me Dean of Gloucefter, 
“and T am alfo poffeffed of a benefice, 
“ the profits of which are equal to thofe 
“ ofmy Deanery. J will think my Deanery 
“ enough for my maintenance, (who am 
“ and refolve to die a fingle man) and will 
“quit my benefice, and eftate you in 
it, (which the Patron is willing I fhall 
« do) if God fhall incline your heart to 
« embrace this motion. Remember, Mr. 
* Donne, no man’s education or parts 
‘make him too good for this employ- 
“ment, chich is to be an ambaffador 
“ for the God of glory, that God, who by a 
“ wile death opencd the gates of life to man- 
« kind, Make me no prefent anfwer ; but 
“remember your promife, and return to 
_ me the third day with your refolution.’ 
At the hearing of this, Mr. Donne’s 
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faint breath and perplexed countenance 
gave a vifible teftimony of an inward 
conflict: but he performed his promife, 
and departed,without returning an anfwer~ 
till the third day, and then his anfwer 
was to this effect : 

‘- My molt worthy and moft dear friend, 
© fince I faw you I have been faithful to 
“my promife, and have alto meditated 
much of your great kindnefs, which 
«hath been fuch as would cxeeed even 
“my gratitude; but that it cannot do; 
“and more 1] cannot return you; and I 
* do that with an heart full of humility 
“and thanks, though I inay not accept 
“ of your ofler: but, Sir, my refufal is 
“not for that I think myfclf too good 
“for that calling, for which kings, if 
they think fo, are not good cnough : 
nor for that my cducation and learn- 
“ing, though not eminent, may not, be- 
“ ing affifted with God’s grace and hu- 
“ mility, render me in fome meafure fit 
“for it: but £ dare make fo dear a 
“ friend as you are my confeffor : fome 
“ irregularitics of my life have been fo 

“ vifible 
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“ vifible to fome men, that though Ihave, ; 

- © I thank God, made my peace with him 

. by penitential refolutions againft them, 
“mi ahd by the affiftance of hissgrace banith- 
“ed them my affections; yet this, which 
“God knows to be fo, is not fo vifible 
® to min, as to free me from their cen- 
“ fures, and it may be that facred calling 
“ from adifhonour. And befides, whereas 
“jt is determined by the beft of Cafuitts, 
“that God’s glory flould be the fixfl end, 
“and a maintenance the fecond motive to 
“ embrace that calling; and though each 
**man may propofe to himfelf both to- 
“ gether; yet the firft may not be put 
“ Jaft without a violation of confeience, 
“© which he that fearches the heart will 
“judge. And truly my prefent condi- 
“ tion is fuch, that if I afk my own con- 
“ (cience, whether it be reconcileable to 
“ that rule, it is at this time fo perplexed 
“about it, that 5 can neither give myfelf 
“ nor yon an anfwer. You know, Sir, who 
“ fays, Happy is that man whofe confcicuce 
doth not accufe bim for that thing which be 
4 © does, To thefe I might add other rea- 
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fons that diffuade me: but I crave 
“your favour that I may forbear to ex- 

* prefs them, and thankfully decline your. 
*¢ offer,’ ‘ ~ 

This was his prefent refolution : but. 
the heart of man is not in his own keep- 
ing; and he was deftined to this facred 
fervice by an higher hand; a hand fo 
powerful, as at Jaft forced him to a com- 
pliance: of which I fhall give the reader 
an account before I fhall give a rett to 
my pen. 

Mr. Donne and his wife continued 
with Sir Francis Wolly till his death: a 
little before which time, Sir Francis was 
fo happy as to make a perfeét reconcilia~ 
tion betwixt Sir George and his forfaken 
fonand daughter ; Sir George conditioning 
by bond to pay to Mr. Donne 8ool. at a 
certain day, as a portion with his wife, or 
zol. quarterly for their maintenance, as 
the intereft for it, till the faid portion was 
paid. 

Moft of thofe years that he lived with 
Sir Francis, he ftudied the Civil and 
Canon Laws; in which he acquired fuch 

a per- 
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a perfeQion, as was judged to hold pro- 
portion with marty who had made that 
Rudy the employment of their whole 
‘life. . 
*“Sir Francis being dead, and that happy 
amily diffolved, Mr. Donne took for him- 
Ci houfe in Micham, (near to Croydon 
in Surry) a place noted for good air and 
choice company: there his wife and chil- 
dren remained 5 and for himfelf he took 
lodgings in London, near to White-Hall, 
whither his friends and occafions drew 
him very often, and where he was as of- 
ten vifited by many of the nobility and 
others of this nation, who ufed him in 
their counfels of greateft confideration, 
and with fome rewards for his better fub. 
fittence. 

Nor did our own nobility only value 
and favour him, but his acquaintance and 
friendthip was fought for by moft ambaf- 
fadors of foreign nations, and by many 
other ftrangers, whofe learning or bufi- 
nefs occafioned their ftay in this nation. 

He was much importuned by many 
_ friends to make his conftant refidence in 
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“London ; but he ftill denied it, having 

fettled his dear wife and children at Mi- 

cham, and near fome friends that were 

bountiful to them and him; for they, 
God knows, needed it: and that you 

may the better now judge of the then, 
prefent condition of his mind and for: 

tune, I fhall prefent you with an extrac 

collected out of fome few of his many 

letters. 

‘And the reafon why I did not 

‘fend an anfwer to your laft weck’s let- 

ter was, becaufe it then found me 

*e under too great a fadnefs ; and at pre- 

“‘fent it is thus with me. There is not 

“ onc perfon, but mytelf, well of my fa- 

“nily: [have already loft half a child, 

“and with that mifchance of hers, my 

“ wife is fallen into fuch a difcompofure, 

“as would affli& her too extremely, but 

“« that the ficknefs of al her other chil- 

* dren ftupifies her: of one of which, in 

* good faith, | have* riot much hope: 

“and thete mect with a fortune fo ill 

“ provided for phyfic, and fuch relief, 

that if Gud fhould-eafe us with burials, 7 
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© T know not how to perform even that :* 
“but I flatter myfelf with this hope, 
“ that Iam dying too; for I cannot wate 
« fafter than by fuch griefs. As for, 
* & From my hofpital at Micham, 
Aug. 10. * Joun Donne.” 





: hus he did bemoan himfelf: and thus 
" in other letters, 


6 





For. we hardly difeover a fin, 
“when it is but an omiffion of fome 
“good, and no accufing aét: with this, 
“or the former, I have often fufpeCted 
“ mylelf to be overtaken ; which is, with 
“an over-earneft defire of the next life, 
“ And though I know it is not mere- 
“ly a wearinefs of this, becaufe I had 
“the fame defire when I went with the 
“tide, and enjoyed fairer hopes than I 
“ now do; yet I doubt worldly troubles 
“ have increafed it. It is now fpring, and 
“all the pleafures of it difpleafe me; 
‘every other tree bloffoms, and I wi- 
“ther: I grow older, and not better ; 
“‘ my ftrength diminitheth, and my load 
“ grows heavier; and yet I would fain 


be 
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" € be or do fomething; but that I cannot 
“ tell what, is no wonder in this time of 
“ my fadnefs; for to choofe is to do 5 but 
“ tu be no part of any body is as to be no- 
“ thing: afd fo I am, and fhall fo judge 
“ myfelf, unlefs I could be fo incorpo-, 
“rated into a part of the world, as b; 
« bufinefs to contribute fome fuftentation 
«to the whole. This I made account ; 
“J began early, when I underftood the 
“ ftudy of our laws; but was diverted by 
“ leaving that, and embracing the worft 
* voluptuoufnels, ax hydroptique immo- 
“© derate defire of kuman learning and lan- 
“ guages: beautiful ornaments indeed to 
«men of great fortunes; but mine was 
grown fo low as to need an occupation ; 
“ which I thought I entered well into, 
* when I fubjeGted mytelf to fuch a fer- 
“ vice as I thought might exercife my 
«© poor abilities: and there I ftumbled, and 
« fell too; and now-$am become fo little, 
“ or fuch a nothing, that I am not a fub- 
“ jet good enough for one of my own 
* Jetters.—Sir, I fear my prefeut difcon- 
“ tent dees not proceed froma gucd root, 
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“that I am fo well content to be no- 
“ thing, that is, dead. But, Sir, though 
“ my fortune hath made me fuch, as that 
1 am rather a ficknefs or a difeafe of 
the world, than any part of it, and 
“ therefore neither love it, nor life syet I 
“ would gladly live to become fome fuch 
* thing as you thould not repent loving - 
‘me. Sir, your own foul cannot be 
‘more zealous for your good, than I ° 
‘am; aud God, who loves that zeal in 
“me, will not fuffer you to doubt it. 
* You would pity me now, if you faw 
“me write, for my pain hath drawn 
«my head fo much awry, and holds it 
“ fo, that my eye cannot follow my pen. 
“1 therefore receive you into my prayers 
“ with mine own weary foul, and com- 
mend myfelf to yours. [I doubt not 
“but next week will bring you good 
“* news, for I have either mending or 
“dying on my &e: but ifI do con- 
“ tinue longer fhus}"T that have comfort 
“in this, that my bleffed Saviour in ex- 
* ercifing his juftice upon my two,world- 
“ly parts, my fortune and my body, re- 
VOL. I. D “ferves 
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“ferves all his mercy for that which 

“ moft needs it, my foul; which is, I 

« doubt, too like a porter, that is very 

“ often near the gate, and yet goes not 

“out. Sir, I’ profefs to you truly, that 

“ my loathnefs to give over writing now 

* feems to myfelf a fign that I fhall write 

** no more. 

“ Your poor friend, and 
Sept. 7. “ God’s poor patient, . 

Joun Donne.” 


By this you have feen a part of the 
piature of his narrow fortune, and the 
perplexities of his generous mind 5 and 
thus it continued with him for about 
two years, all which time his family re- 
mained conftantly at Micham; and to 
which place he often retired himfelf, and 
deftined fome days to a conftant ftudy of 
fome points of controverfy betwixt the 
Englith and Roman Church, and efpeci- 
ally. thofe of fapremacyand allegiance : 
and to that place and fuch ftudies he 
could willingly have wedded himfelf dur- 
ing his life ; but the earneft perfuafion of 

friends 
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friends became at laft to be fo powerful, 
as to caufe the removal of himfelf and fa- 
mily to London, where Sir Robert Drewry, 
gentleman of a very noble eftate, and a 
“more liberal mind, affigned him and his 
». wife an ufeful apartment in his own large 
houfe in Drewry-lane, and not only rent 

» free, but was alfoa cherither of his ftudies, - 
and fuch a friend as fympathized with 

him and his in all their joy and forrows. 

At this time of Mr. Donne’s and his 
wife’s living in Sir Robert’s houfe, the 
Lord Hay was by King James fent upon 
a glorious embafly to the then French 
King, Henry the Fourth; and Sir Robert 
put on a fudden refolution ‘to accompany 
him to the French court, ‘and to be pre- 
fent at his audience there.- And Sir Ro- 
bert put on as-fudden a refolution to 
fubjeé&t_Mr. Donne to be his companion 
in that Journey. And this defire was fud- 
denly made known “fo his wife, who was 
then with child, atid otherwife under 
fo dangerous a habit of body, as to her 
health, that the profeffed an unwillingnefs 
to allow him any abfence from her 3 fay- 
Dee: Pa 
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ing, Her divining foul boded ber fome ill in 
bis abfence; and therefore defired him 
not to Jeave her. This made Mr. Donne 
lay afide all thoughts of the journey, are - 
really to refolve againft it. But Sir Ro- 
bert became refilefs in his perfuafions for 
it, and Mr. Donne was fo generous af 
~ to think he had fold his liberty, when he 
received fo many charitable kindnefles 
from him; and told his wife fo; who 
did therefore with an unwilling willing- 
nefs give a faint confent to the journey, 
which was propofed to be but for two 
months ; for about that time they deter- 
mined their return, Within a few days 
after this refolve, the Ambaffador, Sir Ro- 
bert, and Mr. Donne left London, and 
were the twelfth day got all fafe to Paris. 
Two days after their arrival there, Mr. 
Donne was left alone in that room, in 
which Sir Robert, and he, and fome other 
friends had dined together. To this place 
Sir Robert returned within half an hour ; 
and as he left, fo he found, Mr. Donne 
alone} but in fuch an ecftafy, and fo al- 
tered as to his looks, as amazed Sir Ro- 
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bert to behold him; infomuch that he 
earnefly defired Mr. Donne to declare 
what had befallen him in the hort time 
sof his abfence. To which Mr. Donne 
“was not able to make a prefent anfwer : 
but, after a long and perplexed paufe, 
‘did at lat fay, «I have feen a dreadful 
* vifion fince I faw you: I have feen my” 

“dear wife pafs twice by me through . 
“ this room, with her hair hanging about 
“her {houlders, and a dead child in her 
“arms: this I have feen fince I faw 
“you.” To which Sir Robert replied, 
* Sure, fir, you have flept fince 1 faw 
* you; and this is the refult of fome me- 
“ancholy dream, which I defire you to 
“ forget, for you are now awake.” To 
which Mr. Donne’s reply was, ‘ I can- 
“not be furer that I now live, than that 
* T have not flept fince I faw you: and I 
“am as fure, that at her fecond appear- 
“ing the ftopped, and looked me. in the 
“face, and vanithed.”—Ref@ and fleep 
had not altered Mr. Donne’s opinion the 
next day; for he then affirmed this vi- 
fion with a more deliberate, and fo con- 
D2 firmed 
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firmed a confidence, that he inclined Sir 
Robert to a faint belief that the vifion 
was true.—It is truly faid, that defire and 
doubt have noreft; and it proved fo with” 
Sir Robert; for he immediately fent a fer- 
vant to Drewry-houfe, with a charge to 
haften back, and bring him word, whether™ 
“Mrs. Donne were alive ; and, if alive, in 
. what condition the was as to her health_— 
The twelfth day the meflenger returned 
with this account—That he found and 
left Mrs. Donne very fad, and fick in her 
bed; and that, after a long and dangerous 
labour, fhe had been delivered of a dead 
child, And, upon examination, the ab- 
ortion proved to be the fame day, and 
about the very hour, that Mr. Donne af- 
firmed he faw her pafs by him in_ his 
chamber. 

This is a relation that will beget fome 
wonder; and it well may, for moft of 
our world are at prefent poffeffed .with 
an opinion that vifions and miracles are 
ceafed. And though it is moft certain, 
that two Jutes being both ftrung and tuned 
to an equal pitch, and then one played 


“DR. JOHN D@QRNE. — 39 


upon, the other, that is not touched, being 
laid upon a table at a fit diftance, will (like 


an echo to a trumpet) warble a faint audi- 


‘te harmony in anfwer to the fame tune ; 
yet many will not believe there is any fuch 
thing as a fympathy of fouls: and IT am 
well pleafed, that every reader do enjoy 
his own opinion. But if the unbelieving * 
will not allow the believing reader of this 
flory a liberty to believe that it may be 
true, then I with him to confider, many 
wife men have believed that the ghoft 
of Julius Cefar did appear to Brutus, and 
that both St. Auftin and Monica his mo- 


‘ther had vifions in order to his conver- 


fion. And though thefe and many others 
(too many to name) have but the autho- 
rity of human ftory, yet the incredible 
reader may find in the facred ftory *, that 
Samuel did appear to Saul even after his 
death (whether really or not, I under- 
take not to determine). And Bildad, in 
the Book of Job, {ays thefe words Bere A 
“ fpirit paffed before my face; the hair of 


* : Sam. xxviii. > Job iv. 
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“ my head ftood up: fear and trembling 
*€ came upon me, and made all my bones 
“ to fhake.” Upon which words I will 
make no comment, but leave them to be 


confidered by the incredulous reader; to - 


whom I will alfo commend this follow- 
ing confideration: that there be many 
pious and learned men, that believe our 


ee 


merciful God hath affigned to every man _, 


a particular guardian angel, to be his con- 
flant monitor, and to attend him in all 
his dangers, both of body and foul. And 
the opinion that every man hath his par- 
ticular angel may gain fome authority, 
by the relation of St. Peter’s miraculous 
deliverance out of prifon*, not by many, 
but by one angel. And this belief may 
yet gain more credit, by the reader’s con- 
fidering that when Peter after his enlarge- 
ment knocked at the door of Mary the 
mother of John, and Rode the maid-fer- 


vant, being furprifed with joy that Peter - 


was there, did not let him in, but ran in 
hafle, and told the Difciples (who were 
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"then and there met together) that Peter 
"was at the door 3-and they, not believing 
it, faid the was mad; yet when fhe again 
‘afemed it, though they then believed it 
not, yet they concluded, and faid, It is bis 
tangel. 
More obfervations of this nature, and 
inferences from them, might be made to 
-gain the relation a firmer belief: but I 
forbear, left I, that intended to be but a 
relator, may be thought to be an engaged 
perfon for the proving what was related 
to me; and yet I think myfelf bound to 
declare, that though it was not told me 
by Mr. Donne himfelf, it was told me 
(now long fince) by a perfon of honour, 
and of fuch intimacy with him, that he 
knew more of the fecrets of his foul, than 
any perfon then living: and I think he 
told me the truth ; for it was told with 
fuch circumftances, and fuch affeveration, 
that (to fay nothing of my own thoughts) 
I verily believe he that told it me did 
himfelf believe it to be true. 
I forbear the reader’s farther trouble, 
as to the relation, and what concerns it; 
and 
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and will conclude mine with commend- 
ing to his view a copy of verfes given 
by Mr. Donne to his wife at the time 
that he then parted from her. Ant®I 
beg leave to tell, that I have heard fome 
critics, learned both in languages and 
poetry, fay, that none of the Greek or 
Latin poets did ever equal them. 


A VALEDICTION, 


FORBINDING TO MOURN, 


AS virtuous men pafs mildly away, 
And whifper to their fouls to go, 
Whilft fome of their fad friends do fay, 
The breath goes now, and fome fay no: 


So let us melt, and make no noife ; 
No wind-fighs or tear-floods us move ; 
*Twere profanation of our joys, 

To tell the laity our love, 


Movings of th’ earth caufe harms and fears ; 
Men reckon what they did or meant: 

But trepidation of the {pheres, 

Though greater far, is innocent. 


Dull {ublunary lovers’ love 
(Whofe foul is fenfe) cannot admit 
Abfence ; becaufe that doth remove 
Thofe things that elemented it, 
But 
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But we, by a foul fo much refin'd, 
That our fouls know. not what it is, 
Inter-aflured of the mind, 

Care not hands, eyes, or lips to mifs. 
Our two fouls therefore, which are one, 
Though | mut go, endure not yet 

A breach, but an expanfion, 

Like gold to airy thinnets beat. 

If we be two? we are two fo 

As {tiff evin-compaffes are two + 

Thy foul, the fixt foot, makes no fhow 
To move, but does if th'other do. 


And though thine in the center fit, 
Yet, when my other far docs roam, 
‘Thine leans and hearkens after it, 
And grows crest as mine comes home, 


Such thou muft be to me, who muft, 
Like th’other foot, obliquely run : 
Thy firmnefs makes my circle juft, 
And me to end where | begun. 


I return from my account of the vifion, 
to tell the reader, that both before Mr. 
Donne’s going into France, at his being 
there, and after his return, many of the 
nobility, and others that were powerful 
at court, were watchful and folicitous to 
the King for fome fecular employment 
for him. The King had formerly both 

known 
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known and puta value upon his company, 
and had alfo given him fome hopes of a 
ftate-employment ; being always much 
pleafed when Mr. Donne attended Htrm; : 
efpecially at his meals, where there were 
ufually many deep difcourfes of general 
learning, and very often friendly difpates 
or debates of religion betwixt his Majefty 
and thofe divines, whofe places required 
their attendance on him at thofe times ; 
particularly the Dean of the chapel, who 
then was Bithop Montague (the publifher 
of the Iearned and eloquent works of 
his Majefty) and the moft reverend Doc- 
tor Andrews, the late learned Bithop of 
Winchefter, who was then the King’s 
Almoner. 

About this time there grew many dif- 
putes, that concerned the oath of fupre- 
macy and allegiance, in which the King 
had. appeared, and engaged himfelf by 
his public writings now extant : and his 
Majetty difcourfing with Mr. Donne, con- 
cerning many of the reafons which are 
ufually urged againft the taking of thofe 
oaths, apprehended fuch a validity and 


€ 
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clearnefs in his ftating the queftions, and 
his anfwers to them, that his Majefty 
commanded him to beftow fome time in 
‘drawing the arguments into a method, 
and then to write his anfwers to them ; 
and, having done that, not to fend, but 
be, his own meflenger, and bring them to 
him. To this he prefently and diligently 
applied himfelf, and within fix weeks 
brought them to him under his own 
hand-writing, as they be now printed ; 
the book bearing the name of « Pfeudo- 
“ Martyr,” printed anno 1610. 

When the King had read and confi- 
dered that book, he perfuaded Mr. Donne 
to enter into the miniftry; to which at 
that time he was, and appeared, very un- 
willing, apprehending it (fuch was his 
miftaken modefty) to,be too weighty for 
his abilities: and though his Majefty had 
promifed him a favour, and many perfons 
of worth mediated with his Majefty for 
fome fecular employment for him, (to 
which his education had apted him) and 
particularly the Earl of Somerfet, when 
in his greateft height of favour; who be- 
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ing then at Theobald’s with the King, 
where one of the clerks of the copncil 
died that night, the Earl pofted a meffen- 
ger for Mr. Donne to come to him 4m- 
mediately, and at Mr, Donne’s coming, 
faid, “Mr. Donne, to teftify the reality 
© of my affection, and my purpofe to pye- 
“fer you, flay in this garden till I go 
“up to the King, and bring you word 
“that you are clerk of the council. 
“ Doubt not my doing this, for I know 
“the King loves you, and know the 
« King will not deny me.” But the King 
gave a pofitive denial to all requefts, and, 
having a difcerning fpirit, replied, “I 
“know Mr. Donne is a learned man, 
has the abilities of a learned divine, 
“and will prove a powerful preacher; 
‘and my defire is to prefer him that 
“way, and in that way I will deny 
you nothing” for him.” After that time, 
as he profeffeth *, “the King defcended 
“toa perfusion, almoft to a folicitation, 
‘of him to enter into facred orders :” 


* In bis Book of Devotions. 


whith 
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which though he then denied not, yet he 
deferred it for almoft three years. All 
which time he applied himfelf to an in- 
ceffant ftudy of textual Divinity, and to 
the attainment of a greater perfe&tion in 
the Jearned languages, Greek and He- 
brew. 

In the firft and moft blefled times of 
Chriftianity, when the Clergy were looked 
upon with reverence, and deferved it, when 
they overcame their oppofers by high ex- 
amples of virtue, by a bleffed patience 
and long faffering ; thofe only were then 
judged worthy the miniftry, whofe quiet 
and meek fpirits did make them look upon 
that facred calling with an humble adora- 
tion and fear to undertake it; which in- 
deed requires fuch great degrees of humi- 
lity, and labour, and care, that none but . 
fuch weré.then thought worthy of that 
celeftial dignity ; and fuch only were then 
fought out, and folicited to undertake 
it. This I have mentioned, becaufe for- 
wardnefs and inconfideration could not 
an Mr. Donne, as in many others, be an 
argument of infufficiency or unfitnefs ; for 
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he had confidered long, and had many 
firifes within himfelf concerning the flriét- 
nefs of life and competency of learning 
required in fuch as enter into facred or- 
ders; and doubtlefs, confidering his own 
demerits, did humbly afk God with Sr. 
Paul, ‘* Lord, who is fuffiicient for thefe 
“ things?” and with meek Mofes, “Lord, 
« whoam 1?” And fure if he had confulted 
with flefh and blood, he had not for thefe 
reafons put his hand to that holy plough. 

But God, who is able to prevail, wreftled 
with him, as the Angel did with Jacob, 

and marked bim; marked him for his 
own; marked him with a bleffing, a 
bleffing of obedience to the motions of 
his bleffed Spirit. And then, as he had 
formerly afked God with Mofes, “ Who 
- “am 1?” fo now, being infpired with an 
apprehenfion of God’ s particulagsmercy to 
him, in the King’s and others folicita- 
tions of him, he eame to afk King David’s 

thankful queftion; “ Lord, who am I, that 
* thou art fo mindful of me ?”” fo mindful 
of me, as to lead me for more than forty. 
vears through this wildernefs of the many 
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temptations and various turnings of a 
dangerous life ;- fo merciful to me, as to 
move the learnedeft of kings to defcend 
to move me to ferve at the altar; fo mer- 
ciful to me, as at laft to move my heart 
to embrace this holy motion. Thy mo- 
tions I will and do embrace : and I now 
fay with the bleffed Virgin, « Be it with - 
© thy fervant as eemeth beft in thy fight:” 
and fo, bleffed Jefus, 1 do take the cup of | 
falvation, and will call upon thy name, 
and will preach thy Gofpel. 

Such firifes as thefe St. Auftin had, 
when St. Ambrofe endeavoured his con- 
verfion to Chriftianity ; with which he 
confeffeth he acquainted his friend Ali- 
pius. Our learned author (a man fit to 
write after no mean copy) did the like. 
And declaring his intentions to his dear 
friend Dr. King, then Bithop of London, 
aman famous in his“generation, and no 
ftranger to Mr. Doline’s abilities, (for 
he had been chaplain't® the Lord Chan- 
cellor, at the time of Mr. Donne’s being 
his Lordfhip’s fecretary ;) that reverend 
man did receive the news with much 

OL. I, E gladnefs ; 
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gladnefs; and after fome expreffions of 
joy, and a perfuafion to be conftant in 
his pious purpofe, he proceeded with all 
convenient fpeed to ordain him firft dea- 
con, and then prieft not long after. 

Now the Englith Church had gained. 
a fecond St. Anfiin, for I think none 
was fo like him before his converfion ; 
none fo like St. Ambrofe after it: and if 
his youth had the infirmities of the one, 
his age had the excellencies of the other ; 
the learning and holinefs of both. 

And now all his ftudies, which. had 
been occafionally diffufed, were all con- 
centred in Divinity. Now he had a new 
calling, new thoughts, and a new em- 
ployment for his wit and eloquence. Now 
all his earthly affections were changed 
into divine love; and all the faculties of 
his own foul were engaged in the con- 
verfion of others Ain preaching the glad 
tidings of remiffied to repenting finners, 
and peace to each troubled foul. To thefe 
he applied himfelf with all care and di« 
ligence: and now fuch a change was 
wrought in him, that he could fay with 
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David, “ O how amiable are thy taber- 
“ nacles, O Lord God of Hofts !” Now he 
declared openly, that “ when he required 

* “a temporal; God gave him a fpiritual 
* blefling.” And that “ he was now 

* “ gladder to be a door-keeper in the houfe 
* of God, than he could be to enjoy the 
“ nobleft ofall temporal employments.” 

Prefently after he entered into his holy 
profeffion, the King tent for him, and 
made him his chaplain in ordinary, and 
promifed to take a particular care for his 
preferment. 

And though his long familiarity with 
fcholars and perfons of greatett quality 
was fuch, as might have given fome men 
boldnefs enough to have preached to any 
eminent auditory; yet his modefty in this 
employment was. fuch, that he could not 
be perfuaded to it, but went ufually ac- 
companied with fome one friend to preach 

rprivately in fome village, not far from 
London ; his firft fermon being preached 
at Paddington. This he did, till his Ma- 
jefty fent and appointed him a day-*to 
preach to him at Whitehall; and though 
Ea much 
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much was expeéted from him, both by 
his Majefty and others,. yet he was fo 
happy (which few are) as to fatisfy and 


exceed their expectations 5 preaching the » 


word fo, as fhewed his own heart was 


poffefled with thofe very thoughts and: 


joys that he Jaboured to diftil into others: 
a preacher in earnett ; weeping fometimes 
for his auditory, fometimes with them ; 
always preaching to himfelf, like an an- 
gel from a cloud, but in none; carrying 
fomie, as St. Paul was, to heaven in holy 
raptures, and enticing others by a facred 
art and courtihip to amend. their lives : 
here picturing a vice fo as to make it ugly 
to thofe that practifed it, and a virtue 
fo as to make it beloved even by thofe 
that loved it not; and all this with a 
moft particular grace and an inexpreffible 
addition of comelinefs. 

There may be fome that may incline 
to think (fuch indéed as have not heard 
him) that my affe€tion to my friend hath 
tranfported me to an immoderate com- 
méndation of his preaching. If this meets 
with any fuch, let me entreat, though 1 

will 
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will omit many, yet that they will re- 
ceive a double witnefs for what I fay; 
_it being attefted by a gentleman of worth, 
(Mr. Chidley, a frequent hearer of his 
.fermons) in part of a funeral elegy writ 
by him on Dr. Donne; and is a known 
truth, though it be in verfe. ; 


——Each altar had his fire. 
He kept his love, but not his objeé: wit 
Te did not banifh, but trantplanted it ; 
Taught it both time and place, and brought it home 
‘Yo piety, which it doth beft become. 
For fay, had ever pleafure fuch a drefs ? 
Have you feen crimes fo fhap'd, or lovelinefs 
Such as his lips did clothe religion in ? 
Had not reproof a beauty paffing fin? 
Corrupted Nature forrow'd that fhe flood 
Sa near the danger of becoming good. 
And when he preach’d, the with'd her cars exempt 
From Piety, that had fuch pow’r to tempt. 
How did his facred flattery beguile 
Men to amend ?. 








More of this, and more.witneffes, might be 
** brought ; but I forbear and return, 

That {ummer, in the very fame month 
in which he entered into facred orders, and 
was made the King’s chaplain, his Majelly 

.. then going his progrefs, was cntreated to 
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receive an entertainment in the Univerfity 
of Cambridge: and Mr. Donne attend- 
ing his Majefty at that time, his Majefty 
was pleafed to recommend him to the 


Univerfity, to be made Doétor in Divi- . - 


nity: Door Harfnett (after Archbifhop 
of York) was then Vice-Chancellor, who, 
* knowing him to be the author of that 
learned book the ‘ Pfeudo-Martyr,” re- 
quired no other proof of his abilities, but 
propofed it to the Univerfity, who pre- 
fently aflented, and expreffed a gladnefs, 
that they had fuch an occafion to entitle 
him to be theirs. 

His abilities and indufry in his profef- 
fion were fo eminent, and he fo known 
and fo beloved by perfons of quality, that 
within the firft year of his entering into 
facred orders he had fourteen advowfons 
of feveral benefices prefented to him: but 
they were in the country, and he could _ 
not leave his beloved London, to which 
place he had a natural inclination, having 
received both his birth and education in 
it, anc there contraéted a friendfhip with 
many, whofe converfation multiplied the 

IOVS 
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joys of his life: but an employment that 
might affix him: to that place would be 
welcome, for he needed it. 
; Immediately after his return from Cam- 
| bridge, his wife died, leaving him a man 
of a narrow unfettled eftate, and (having 
buried five) the careful father of {even 
children then living, to whom he gave-a ’ 
volumtary aflurance, never to bring them 
under the fubjeétion of a ftep-mother,; 
which promife he kept moft faithfully, 
burying with his tears all his earthly 
joys in his moft dear and deferving wife’s 
grave, and betook himicli to a moft re- 
tired and folitary life. 

In this retirednefs, which was often 
from the fight of his deareft friends, he 
became crucified to the world, and all thofe 
vanities, thofe imaginary pleafures, that are 
daily acted on that refilefs ftage; and 
they were as perfectly crucified to him. 

or is it hard to think (being paffions 
may be both changed and heightened by 
accidents) but that that abundant affe@tion 
which once was betwixt him and her, 
who had long been the delight of his . 
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eyes, and the companion of his youth; her, 
with whom he had divided fo many plea- 
fant forrows and contented fears, as com- 
mon people are not capable of ; not hard 
to think but that the being now removed . 
by death, a commeafurable gricf took as 
full a poffeffion of him as joy had done 
and fo indeed it did; for now his very 
foul was clemented of nothing but fad- 
nefs ; now grief took fo full a pofleffion 
of his heart, as to leave no place for joy ; 
if it did, it was a joy to be alone, where, 
like a pelican in the wildernefs, he might 
bemoan himfelf without witnefs or re- 
ftraint, and pour forth his paftions Jike 
Job in the days of his affli@ion: “ Oh 
“that I might have the defire of my 
“heart! Oh that God would grant the 
“thing that I long for!” Por then, as the 
grave is become ber houfe, fo 1 would haften 
to make it mine alfo; that we two might _ 
there make our beds together in the dark. 
Thus, as the Ifraelites fat mourning by 
the rivers of Babylon, when they remem- 
béred Sion; fo he gave fome eafe to his 
opprefled heart by thus venting his for- 
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rows: thus he began the day, and ended 
the night; ended the refileis night and 
began the weary day in lamentations, 

“And thus he continued till a confideration 
vof his new engagements to Gad, and St, 
Paul’s “ Wo is me, if I preach not the 
“ Golpel,” difperfed thofe fad clouds that 
had then benighted his hopes, and now 
forced him to behold the light. 

His fir motion from his houfe was to 
preach where his beloved wife Jay buried, 
(in St. Clement’s Church, near Temple- 
Bar, London,) and his text was a part of 
the Prophet Jeremy’s Lamentation: « To, 
‘*T am the man that have feen aMliQion.” 

And indced his very words and looks 
teftified him to be truly fuch a man; and 
they, with the addition of his fighs and 
tears, exprefled in his fermon, did fo work 
upon the affections of his hearers, as melt- 
ed and moulded them into a companion- 
able fadnefs; and fo they left the congre- 
gation; but then their houfes prefented 
them with objeéts of diverfion, and his 
prefented him with nothing but freth ob- 


jects of forrow, in beholding many help- 
. bee ie 


58 THE LIFE OF 


lefs children, a narrow fortune, and a con- 
fideration of the many cares and cafualties 
that attend their education. 

In this time of fadnefs he was impor- 
tuned by the grave Benchers of Lincoln’s 
Inn (who were once the companions and 
friends of his youth) to accept of their 
Jeéture, which, by reafon of Dr. Gataker’s 
removal from thence, was then void; of 
which he accepted, being moft glad to re- 
new his intermitted friendfhip with thofe 
whom he fo much loved, and where he 
had been a Saul, (though not to perfecute 
Chriftianity, or to deride it, yet in his 
irregular youth to negleét the vifible 
practice of it,) there to become a Paul, 
and preach falvation to his beloved bre- 
thren. 

And now his life was as a fining 
light among his old friends; now he 
gave an ocular teftimony of the ftrictnefs 
and regularity of it; now he might fay, 
as St. Paul advifeth his Corinthians, “ Be 
« ye followers of me, as I follow Chrif, 
s and walk as ye have mefor an example ;”” 
nat the example of a bufvzbodvy. but of 
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a contemplative, a harmlefs, an humble, 
and an holy life and converfation, 

The love of that noble focicty was ex- 
preffed to him many ways; for, befides 
-fair lodgings that were fet apart and newly 
furnithed for him, with all neceflaries, 
other courtefies were alfu daily added ; 
indeed fo many, and fo freely, as if they 
+ meant their gratitude fhould excced his 
merits: and in this love-firife of defert 
and liberality they continued for the fpace 
of two years, he preaching faithfully and 
conftantly to them, and they liberally re- 
quiting him. About which time the 
Emperor of Germany died, and the Palf- 
grave, who had lately married the Lady 
Elizabeth, the King’s only daughter, was 
eleted and crowned King of Bohemia, 
the unhappy beginning of many miferies 
in that nation. 

King James, whofe motto (Beati pacifici) 
did truly fpeak the very thoughts of his 
heart, endeavoured firtt to prevent, and 
after to comppfe, the difcords of that dif- 
compofed ftate.: and, amongft other his 
endeavours, did-then fend the Lord Hay, 
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Ear] of Doncatter, his ambaffador to thofe 
unfettled Princes; and, by a fpecial com- 
mand from his Majefty, Dr. Donne was 
appointed to affift and attend that employ- 
ment to the Princes of the Union; for. 
which the Earl was moft glad, who had 
always put a great value on him, arid 
taken a great pleafure in his converfation 
and difcourfe: and his friends of Lincoln’s 
Inn were as glad; for they feared that 
his inimoderate ftudy, and fadnefs for his 
wife’s death, would, as Jacob faid, make 
bis days few, and refpesting his bodily 
health, cv7/ too; and of this there were 
many vifible figns. 

At his going, he left his friends of Lin- 
colu’s Inn, and they hin, with many re- 
Judlations ; for though he could not fay 
as St. Paul to his Ephefians, “ Behold, 
*¢ you, to whom I have preached the king- 
« dom of God, fhall from henceforth fee. 
“my face no more ;” yet he believing 
himfelf to be in a confumption, queflion- 
ed, and they feared it; all coucluding 
that his troubled mind, with the help of 
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tays of his weak body. But God, who 
is the God of all: wifdom and goodnefs, 
turned it to the beft; for this employ- 

“ment (to fay nothing of the event of it) 
did not only divert him from thofe too 
“ferious ftudies and fad thoughts, but feem- 
ed to give him a new life, by a true ocea- 
fion of joy, to be an eye-witnels of the 
health of his moft dear and moft honoured 
Miflrefs, the Queen of Bohemia, in a fo- 
reign nation; and to bea witnefs of that 
gladnefs which the exprefled to fee him ; 
who, having formerly known him a cour- 
tier, was much joyed to fee him in a cas 
nonical habit, and more glad to be an 
¢ar-witnefs of his excellent and powerful 
preaching. 

About fourteen months after his de- 
parture out of England, he returned to 
his friends of Lincoln’s Inn, with his for- 
rows moderated, and his health improved; 
smd there betook himfelf to his conftant 
courfe of preaching. 

About a year after his return out of 
Germany, Dr, Carey was made Bifhop of 


Exeter, and by his removal the deanery * 
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of St. Paul’s being vacant, the King fent 
to Dr. Donne, and appointed him to at- 
tend him at dinner the next day. When 
his Majefty was fat down, before he had 
eat any meat, he faid aiter his pleafant 
manner, “ Dr. Donne, I have invited you 
“to dinner; and though you fit not 
«¢ down with me, yet I will carve to you 
“ of a dith that 1 know you love well; 
“ for knowing you love London, I do 
“ therefore make you Dean of Paul's; 
‘© and when I have dined, then. do you 
“take your beloved difh home to your 
“ ftudy, fay grace there to yourfelf, and 
“ much good may it do you.” 

Immediately after he came to his dean- 
ery, he employed workmen to repwir and 
beautify the chapel; fuffering, as holy 
David once vowed, “ his eyes and tem- 
‘ ples to tak® no reft, till he -had firtt 
« beautified the houfe of God.” 


The next quarter following, when hte , 


father-in-law, Sir George Moor, (whom 
time had made a lover and admirer of 
him) came to pay to him the conditioned 
fum of twenty pounds, he refufed to re- 


Fi 
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ceive it, and faid (as good Jacob did, 
when he heard his beloved fon Jofeph 
was alive) © If is enough: You have been 
“kind to me and mine: I know your 
“prefent condition is fuch as not to a- 
“© bound, and I hope mine is or will be 
“ fuch as not to need it. I will therefore 
“ Feceive no more from you upon that 
* contract ;” and in teftimony of it freely 
gave him up his bond. / 

Immediately after his admiffion into his 
deanery, the vicarage of St. Dunftan in 
the Weft, London, fell to him by the 
death of Dr. White, the advowfon of it 
having been given to him long before by 
his honourable friend Richard Earl of 
Dorfet, then the patron, and confirmed by. 
his brother the late deceated Edward, both 
of them men of much honour. 

By théfe, and another ecclefiaftical en. 
dowment which fell to Kim about the 
fame time, given to him formerly by the 
Earl of Kent, he was enabled to become 
charitable to the poor, and kind to his 
friends, and to make ‘fuch provifion for 
his children, that they were not left fcan- 
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dalous, as relating to their or his profef- 
fion and quality. 

The next parliament, which was with- 
in that prefent year, he was chofen Pro- 
locutor to. the Convocation, and about | 
that time was appointed by his Majefty, — 
his moft gracious mafter, to preach very 
many occafional fermons, as at St. Paul’s 
Crofs, and other places. All which em- 
ployments he performed to the admiration 
of the reprefentative body of the whole 
clergy of this nation. 

He was once, and but once, clouded 
with the King’s difpleafure, and it was 
about this time; which was occafioned by 

{ome malicious whifperer, who had told 
his Majefty that Dr. Donne had put on 
the general humour of the pulpits, and 
was become bufy in infinuating. a fear of 
the King’s inclining to Poperyy. ‘and a dif- 
like of his govérnment; and particularly for 
the King’s then turning the evening lec- ay 
tures into catechifing, and expounding 
the Prayer‘of our Lord, and of the Beliet, 
and Commandments. His Majefty was 
the more inclinable to believe this, for 

that 
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that a perfon of ‘nobility and great note, 
betwixt whom and Dr. Donne there had 
been a great friendthip, was at this very 
time difcarded the court, (I fhall forbear 
his name, unlefg I had a fairer occafion) 
and juflly committed to prifon; which be- 
get many rumours in the common pco- 


ple, who in this nation think they are not . 


wile, unlefs they be bufy about what they : 
underftand not, and efpecially about rea’ 
ligion, 

The King received this news with fo 
much difcontent and reftleMefs, thatabe 
would not fuffer the fun to fet and Teg 
him under this doubt; but fent for Da 
Donne, and required his anfwer tortie. 
accufation ; which was fo clear and fatif. 
factory, that the King faid, “ he was right 
“ glad he refted no longer under the fut. 
* picion.” When the King had faid this, 

_ Dr. Donne kneeled down, and thanked 
his Majefty, and protefted his anfwer wag 
faithful, and free from ‘all collufion, and 
therefore “ defired that he might not rife, 
* till, as in like cafes he always had’ from 
“ God, fo he might have from his Ma- 
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“ jetty, fome affurance that he ftood clear 
“ and fair in his opinion.” At which the 
King raifed him from his knees with his 
own hands, and © protefted he believed © 
«him 5 and that he knew he was an hoe - 
 geft man, and doubted not but that he 
“loved him trulye? And, having thus 
difmiffed him, be called fome lords of his 
council into his chamber, and faid with 
much carnefinets, My Door is an ho- 
“ nefi man; and, my Lords, T was never 
© better fatisfied with an anfwer than he 
«© hath now made me; and J always re- 
#Sjoice when [ think that by my means 
he became a divine.” 

He was made Dean in the fiftieth year 
of his age; and in his fifty- fourth year a 
dangerous ficknefs feized him, which in- 
clined him to a confumption: but God, 
as Job thankfully acknowledged, ‘ pre- 
“¢ ferved his fpirit,” and kept his intel- 
leétuals as clear and perfeét, as when'that 
ficknefs firft feized his body ; but it cony 
tinued long, and threatened him witli 
death, which he dreaded not. 

In this diftemper of body, his dear friend, 
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Spr. Henry King, (then chief Refidentiary 
of that church,-and late Bifhop of Chi- 

chefter) a man generally known by the 

clergy of this nation, and as generally 

“Roted for his obliging nature, vifited him 
daily; and obferving that his ficknefs ren- 

dered his Tecovery doubtful, he chofe a 

feafonable time to {peak to him to this * 

purpofe : : 

“Mr. Dean, I am by your favour no 

“ ftranger to your temporal eftate, and 

* you are no ftranger to the offer lately 

“ made us, for the renewing a leafe of 

“the beft prebend’s corps belonging to 

our church ; and you know it was de- 

“nied, for that our tenant being very 

* rich, offered to fine at fo low arate ag 

“ held not proportion with his advantages: 

* but I will either raife him to an higher 

“fam, or procure that the other refiden- 

“ tiaries thall join to accept of what was 

“ offered: one of thefe I can and will by 

your favour do without delay, and with- 

gout any trouble either to your body or 
mind. I befeech you to accept of my 

“ offer, for I know it will be a confidera- 

pis ae 
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“ble addition to your prefent eftate, 
“which 1 know needs it.” . 

To this, after a fhort paufe, and raifing 
himfelf upon bis bed, he made this reply: 

«¢ My moft dear friend, I moft “humbly 
“thank you for your many favours, and 
‘this in particular; but in my prefept 
«condition I fhall not accept of your 
* propofal ; for doubtlefs there is fuch a 
fin as facrilege; if there were not, it 
could not have a name in Scripture: 
and the primitive clergy were watchful 
againtt all appearances of that evil; and 
indeed then all Chritians looked upon 
it with horror and deteftation, judging 
it to be even an open defiance of the pow- 
© er and providence of Almighty God, and 
6g fad prefuge of a declining religion. But 
inflead of fuck Chriftians, who had fe» 
“ Jected times fet apart to faft and pray 
* to Ged, for a pious clergy, which they 
** then did obey, our times abound with 
*€inen that ate bufy and litigious about 
* trifles and church-ceremonies, and yet 
“fo far from ferupling facrilege, that 
“ they make not fo much asa query what 


‘ 
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“eet is: but I thank God i taves and 
“ dare not now’ upon my fick bed, when 
« “ Almighty God hath made me ufelefs 
‘to the fervice of the ehureh, make any 
“advantages out of it. But if he thall 
“again reftore me to fuch a degree of 
“health, as again to ferve at his altar, I 
* thall then gladly take the reward which 
“ the bountiful benefactors of this church, 
* © have defigned me; for God knows my 
“children and relations will need it: in 
“ which number my mother (whofe cre. 
 dulity and charity has contracted a very 
“ plentiful to a very narrow cfiate) muff 
“not be forgotten. But, Dr. King, if 
“recover not, that little worldly eflate 
“ that I fhall loave behind me (that very 
* little, when divided into cight parts) 
“ mutt, if you deny me not fo charitable 
“a favour, fall into your hands, as my 
© moft faithful friend and exceutor; of 
“ whofe care and juftice I make no more 
* doubt, than of God’s bleffing on that 
“which I have contcieytioufly collected 
* for them ; but it thall not be augment. 
F3 “ed 
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* ed on my fick-bed; and this I declare“ 
* to be my unalterable refolution.” 

The reply to this was only a promife 
to obferve his requeft. 

Within a few days his diftempers abaf=—~ 
ed; and as his ftrength increafed, fo did 
his thankfulnefs to Almighty God, tefti~ 
” fied in his moft excellent Book of Devo- 
tions, which he publifhed at hig recovery; 
in which the reader may fee the moft fe- 
cret thoughts that then poffeffed his foul 
paraphrafed and made public; a book, 
that may not unfitly be called a Sacred 
Pidure of Spiritual Ecflafies, occafioned 
and appliable to the emergencies of that 
ficknefs ; which book, being a compofi- 
tion of meditations, difquifitions, and pray- 
ers, he writ on his fick- bed ; herein imi- 
tating the holy Patriarchs, who were wont 
to build their altars in that place where 
they had received their bleffings. 

This ficknefs brought him fo near to 
the gates of death, and he faw the grave 
fo ready to devour him, that he would 
often fay, his recovery was fupegnatoral : 

hoe 
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Nant that God that then reftored his health 
continued: it ta*him till the fifty-ninth- 
year of his lifes and then, in Auguit 1630, 
being with his eldett daughter, Mrs. Har- 

-~¥y, at Abury Hatch in Effex, he there 
fell into a fever, which with the help of 
his confiant infirmity (vapours from the 
{pleen) hafeaed him into fo vifible a con- : 
fumption, that his bebolders might fay, 
as St. Paul of bimfelf, “ He dies daily ;” 
and he might fay with Job, « My welfate 
“ pafleth away as a cloud, the days of my 
© adliction have taken hold of me, and 
“ weary nights are appointed for me.” 


Reader, this ficknefs continued long, 
not only weakening, but wearying him 
fo much, that my defire is, he may now 
take fome reft; and that: before I {peak of 
his death, thou wilt not think it an im- 
pertinent digreflion to look back with me 
upon fame obfervations of his life, which, 
whilft a gentle {umber gives reft to his 
fpiriés, may, | hope, not unfitly exercife 

* thy confideration. 


92 THE CUFE OV .<. 


His marriage was the remarkable erros 
of his life—an error, which, though he 
had a wit able and very apt to maintain 
paradoxes, yet he was very far from jutti- 
fying it; and though his wife’s compe 
tent years, and other reafons, might be 
jaftly urged to moderate fevere cenfures, 
yet he would occafionally condemn him- 
felf for it; and doubtlefs it had been at- 
tended with an heavy repentance, if God 
hud not bleffed them with fo mutual and 
cordial affections, as in the midft of their 
fufferings made their bread of forrow tafte 
more pleafantly than the banquets of dull 
and low-fpirited people. 

The recreations of his youth were po- 
etry, in which he was {fo happy, as if Na- 
ture and all her varieties had been made 
only. to exercife his tharp wit and high 

* fancy; and in thofe pieccs which were 
facetioufly compofed and carelefsly feat- 
tered (moft of them being written before 
the twentieth year of his age) it may ap- 
pear by his choice metaphors, that both 
Nature and all the Arts joined to affift him 
with their utmoft fkill. 

It 
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Nisa truth, that in his penitential years, 
viewing fome of thofe pieces that had been 
loofely (God knows too loofely) feattered 
‘in his youth, he withed they had been 
- A8ertive, or fo fliort-lived that his own 
eyes had witnefled their funerals: but, 
though he was no friend to them, he was 
not fo fallen out with heavenly poetry, as 
to forfake that; no, uot in his declining 
age; wituefled then by many divine foi 
nets, and other high, holy, and harmo-! 
nious compofures : yea, even on his for- 
mer fick-bed he wrote this heavenly 
hymn, exprefling the great joy that then 
poffeffed his foul, in the affurance of God’s 
favour to him when he compofed it: 


AN HYMN 
TO GOD THE FATHER. 


WAT thou forgive that Gn where I begun, 
Which ‘was my fin, thouzh it were done before ? 5 
Wilt thou forgive that fin through which I Tun, 
And do run ftill, thougl: ftill I do deplore ? 
When thou haf donc, thou haft not done, 
For I have more, 


"Wile thou forgive that fin, which ! have won 
Others to fin, and made my fin their door > 
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Wilt thou forgive that fin which I did fhun 
A year or two, but wallow'd in a feore? 
When thou haft done, thou haft not done, 

For E have more. 


Thave a fin of fear, that when I've (pun 
My lait thread, 1 ‘hall perith on the fhore 5 
Bue fwear by thyicif, that at my death thy Son 
Shall thine as he 
And having’done that, thou hail done, 
I fear no more. 





now, and heretofore 5 


At have the rather mentioned this hymn, 
Yor that he caufed it to be fet toa mot 
grave and folemn tune, and to be often 
fung to the organ by the chorifiers of St. 
Paul's Church, in his own hearing; efpe- 
cially at the evening fervice; and at his 
return from his cuflomary devotions in 
that place, did occafionally fay to a friend, 
« The words of this hymn have reftored 
“to me the fame thoughts of joy that 
* pofleffed my foul in my fickneis, when 
* ] compofed it. And, O the power of 
* church-mufic! that harmony added to 
‘¢ this hymn has raifed the affeétions of 
“ my heart, and quickened my graces of 
« geal and gratitude; and I obferve that 
*¢ i always return from paying this pub- 

“ lic 
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Ye duty of prayer and praife to God, 
“with an unexpreffible tranquillity of 
mind, and a willingnefs to leave the 
“€ world.” 

‘+ “After this manner did the difciples of 
our Saviour, and the beft of Chriftians in 
thefe ages of the Church neareft to his 
time, offer their praifes to Almighty God. 
And the reader of St, Auguiftine’s life may 
there find, that towards. his diffolution 
he wept abundantly, that the enemies of 
Chriftianity had broke in upon them, and 
profaned and ruined their fanétuaries, and 
becaufe their public hymns and lauds were 
loft out of their churches. And after this 
manner have many devout fouls lifted up 
their hands, and offered acceptable facri- 
fices. unto Almighty God, where Dr. 
Donne offered his, and now lies buried. 
“ But now, O Lord, how is that place 
* become defolate !”—Anno 1656. 

Before I proceed further, I think fit to 
inform the reader, that not long before his 
death he caufed to be drawn a figure of 

* the body of Chrift extended upon an an- 
chor, like thofe which painters draw 

when 
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when they would prefent us with the fic 
ture of Chrift crucified on the crofs; his 
varying no otherwife than to affix him not _ 
to a crofs, but to an anchor (the emblem 
of hope) ; this he caufed to be drawn'in * 
little, and then many of thofe figures thus 
drawn to be engraven very fmall in ffeli- 
tropian ftones, and fet in gold; and of 
thefe he fent to many of his deareft friends, 
to be ufed as feals, or rings, and kept as 
memorials of him, and of his afle@ion to 
them. 
His dear friends and benefactors, Sir 
_ Henry Goodier, and Sir Robert Drewry, 
could not be of that number; nor could 
the Lady, Magdalen Herbert, the mother 
of George Herbert, for they had put off 
mortality, and taken poffeffion of the 
grave before him: but Sir Henry Woot~- 
ton, and Dr. Hall, the then late deceafed 
Bithop of Norwich, were; and fo were 
Dr. Duppa, Bifhop of Salifbury, and Dr. 
Henry King, Bifhop of Chichefter (lately 
deceafed) ; men, in whom there was fuch 
a commixture of general learning, of na- 
tural cloquence, and Chriftian humility, 
that 
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shat they deferve a commemoration by a 
pen equal to their-own, which none have 
exceeded. 

And in this cnumeration of his friends, 
, though many muft be omitted, yet that 
man of primitive piety, Mr. George Her- 
bert, may not: I mean that George Her- 
bert, who was the author of « The Tem- 
ple, or Sacred Poems and Ejaculations :” 
a book, in which, by declaring his own 
fpiritual confliéts, he hath comforted and 
railed many a deje&ted and difcompofed 
foul, and charmed them into fweet and 
quiet thoughts; a book, by the frequent 
reading whereof, and the affiflance of that: 
Spirit that feemed ‘to infpire the author, 
the reader may attain habits of peace and 
piety, and all the gifts of the Holy Ghoft 
and Heaven; and may, by ftill reading, ftill 
keep thofe facred fires burning upon the 
altar of fo pure a heart, as fhall free it 
from the anxieties of this world, and keep 
it fixed upon things that are above. Be- 
twixt this George Herbert and Dr. Donne 
there was a long and dear friendthip, made 
up by fuch a fympathy of inclinations, 

that 


78 / THE LIFZ OF > 


- 


that they coveted and joyed to be in each 
other’s company ; and this happy friend- 
fhip was flill maintained by many facred 
endearments ; of which that which fol- 
loweth may be fome teftimony. ~- 


TO MR. GEORGE HERBERT; 


SENT HIM WITH ONE OF MY SEALS OF THE 
ANCHOR AND CHRIST, 


A freaf of frakes ufed heretofore to be my feal, which is the 
crop of our poor family. . 

Qui prius affuetus ferpentum falce tabellas 

Signare, hac noftra fymbola parva domus 

Adfcitus domui domini——— 


Adopted in God's family, and fo 

My old coat loft, into new arms I go. 

The crofs my feal in baptifm fpread below, 

Does by that form into an anchor grow. 

Croffes grow anchors, bear as thou fhoutd’ft do 

‘Thy crofs, and that crofs grows an anchor too. 

But he that makes our croffes anchors thus, 

1s Chrift, who there is crucified for us. 

Yet with this 1 may my firft ferpents hold: 

(God gives new bleffings, and yet leaves the old) 

The ferpent may, as wife, my pattern be ; 

My poifon, as he feeds on duft, that’s me. 

And, as he rounds the earth to murder, fure 

He is my death; but on the crofs my cure, 

Crucify nature then; and then implore 

All grace from him, crucified there before. 
When 
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n all is crofs, and that crofs anchor grown, 
This feal’s a catechifm, not a teal alone, 
Under that little feat gséat gifts I fend, 
Both works and pray’rs, puwns and fruits of a friend, 
‘O may that faint that ri m our great feal, 
‘ To you that bear his namie large bounty deal, 






JOLIN DONNE. 


IN SACRAM ANCHORAM PISCATORIS, 


GEORGE HERBERT, 
* 
Quod Crux nequibat fixa clavique additi, ’ 
Tencre Chrifium feilicet ne afcenderet 
Tuive Chriftum: 


Although the crofs could not Chrift here detain, 
‘When nail'd unto't, but he afcends again ; 
Nor yet thy eloquence here keep him ftill, 
But only whilf,thou fpeak’ft—this anchor will : 
Nor canft thou be content, untefs thou to 
This certain anchor add a feal, and fo 
The water and the earth both unto thee 
Do owe the fymbol of their certainty, 

+ Let the world reel, we and all ours ftand fure, 
This holy cable's from all ftorms fecure. 

GEORGE HERBERT, 


I return to tell the reader, that, befides 
thefe verfes to hig dear Mr. Herbert, and 
that hymn that I mentioned to be fung in 

: the 
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é ra 
the Quire of St. Paul’s Church, he dd 
alfo fhorten and beguile many fad hours 
by compofing other facred ditties; and he 
writ an hymn on his death-bed, which 
bears this title: - 


AN HYMN TO GOD MY GOR, 


IN MY SICKNESS, MARCH 23, 1630. 


SINCE I qm coming to that holy room, 
Where with thy quire of faints for evermore 
‘E thal be made thy mufic, as I come 

1 tune my inftrument here at the door, 

And, what I muft do then, think here before, 


Since my phyficians by thcir loves are grown 
Cofmographers ; and I their map, who lye 

Fiat on this bed sea 

So, in his purple wrapt, receive me, Lord! 

By thefe his thorns. give me his other crown: 

And, as to other fouls I preach’d thy word, 

Be this my text, my fermon to mine own. 

“ That he may raife, therefore the Lord throws down.” 


Tf thefe fall under the cenfure of a’ foul, 
whofe too much gnixture with earth makes 
it unfit to judge of thefe Pigh raptures and 
illuminations, let him know, that many 


“DR. JOHN DONNE. 24 


~holy and devout men have thought the © 
foul of Prudentius to be moft refined, 
when not many days before his death 
“he charged it to prefent his God each 
“morning and evening with a new and 
“ {piritual fong ;” jultified by the exam- 
ple of King David and the good King 
Hezekiah, who upon the renovation of~ 
his years paid his thankful vows to Al- 
mighty God in a royal hymn, which he _ ; 
concludes in thefe words; “ The Lofd : 
“ was ready to fave ; therefore I will fing 
“ my fongs to the fringed inftruments all ! 
“the days of my life in the temple of j 
“my God.” 

The latter part of his life may be faid to ' 
be a continued ftudy ; for as he ufually ’ 
preached once a week, if not oftener, fo’ 

after his fermon he never gave his eyes 
_ Teft, till he had chofen out a new text, 
‘ and that night caft his fermon into a form, 
and his text into divifions ; and the next 
day betook himfelf to confult the fathers, 
and fo commit his meditations to hig 
memory, which-was excellent. But upon 
Saturday he ufually gave himfelf and his 
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mind a reft from the weary burthen of bis 
week’s meditations, and ofually fpent that 
day in vifitation of friends, or fome other 
diverfions of his thoughts; and would fay, 
that “he gave both his body and mind 
« that refrefhment, that he might be en- 
« abled to do the work of the day follow- 
“ ing, not faintly, but with courage and 
« cheerfulnefs.”” 

Nor was his age only fo induftrious, 
but in the moft unfettled days of his 
youth his bed was not able to detain him 
beyond the hour of four in a morning; 
and it was no common bufinefs that drew 
him out of his chamber till paft ten: 
all which time was employed in ftudy ; 
though he took great liberty after it. 
And if this feem firange, it may gain a 
belief by the vifible fruits of his labours ; 
fome of which remain as teftimonies of 
what is here written ; for he left the re~ 
fultance of 1400 ‘authors, moft of them 
abridged and analyfed with his own hand: 
he left alfo fix feore of his fermons, all 
written with his own hand; alfo an ex- 
aét and laborious treatife concerning felf- 


DR. JOHN DONNE. 83 


‘wurder, called Biathanatos 3 wherein all 
the laws violated by that a& are diligently 
farveyed, and judicioufly cenfured: a trea- 
tife written in his younger days, which 
alone might declare him then not only 
perfeét in the civil and canon law, but in 
many other fuch ftudies and arguments, _ 
as enter not into the confideration of many 
that labour to be thought great clerks, 
and pretend to know all things, 

Nor were thefe only found in his fudy, 
but.all bufineffes that paffed of any public 
confequence, either in this or any of our 
neighbour-nations, he abbreviated either 
in Latin, or in the language of that na- 
tion, and kept them by him for ufeful 
memorials. So he did the copies of divers 
letters antl cafes of confcience that had 
concerned his friends, with his obferya- 
tions and folutions of them ; and divers 
other bufineffes of importance, all particu- 
larly and methodically digefted by him- 
felf. 

- He did prepare to leave the world be- 
fore life left him, making his will when 
no faculty of his foul was damped or made 
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defeAive by pain or ficknefe, or he furprifed 
by a fudden apprehenfion of death; but 
it was made with mature deliberation, 
exprefting himfelf an impartial father, by ~ 
making his children’s portions equal; and 
a lover of his friends, whom he remem- 
bered with legacies fitly and difcreetly 
~ chofen and bequeathed. [ cannot forbear 
a nomination of fome of them; for me- 
thinks they be perfons that feem to chal- 
lenge a recordation in this place; as 
namely, to -his brother-in-law, Sir Tho- 
mas Grimes, he gave that ftriking clock, 
which he had long worn in his pocket ; 
to his dear friend and executor, Dr. King, 
(late Bithop of Chichefter) that model of 
gold of the Synod of Dort, with which 
the States prefented him at his*laft being 
at the Hague; and the two pictures of 
Padre Paolo and Fulgentio, men of his 
acquaintance when he travelled Italy, and 
of great note in that nation for their res 
markable learning.—To his ancient friend 
Dr. Brook, (that married him) Mafter of 
Trinity College in Cambridge, he gave 
the picture of the bleffed Virgin and Jo- 
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feph.—To Dr. Winniff (who fuccecded 
him in the deanery) he gave a picture 
called the “ Skeleton.”—To the fucceed- 
ing Dean, who was not then known, he 
gave many neceflaries of worth, and ufe- 
ful for his houfe; and alfo feveral pictures 
and ornaments for the chapel, with a de- 
fire that they might be regiftered, and re- 
main as a legacy to his fucceffors—To 
the Earls of Dorfet and Carlifle he gave 
feveral pictures; and fo he did to many 
other friends; legacies, given rather to 
exprefs his affection, than to make any 
addition to their eflates. But unto the 
poor he was full of charity, and unto many 
others,.who by his conftant and long 
continued bounty might entitle them- 
felves to be his alms-people : for all thefe 
he made provifion, and to largely, as, 
having then fix children living, might to 
fome appear more than proportionable to 
his eflate. I forbear to mention any more, 
left the reader may think I trefpafs upon 
his patience: but I will beg his favour, 
to prefent him with the beginning and 
end of his will. 
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In the name of the bleffed and glorious 
Trinity, Amen. I Jobn Denne, by the mercy 
of Chrift Jefus, and by the calling of the 
Church of England, Prieft, being at this 
time in good health and perfet underfiand- 
ing, (praifed be God therefore) do hereby 
make my laft Will and Tcflament, in man- 

“ner and form following : 

Firfl, I give my gracious God an entire 
Sacrifice of body and foul, with my moft bum- 
ble thanks for that afjurance which his bleffed 
Spirit imprints in me now of the falvation of 
the one, and the refurreétion of the other; 
‘and for that conflant and cheerful refolution, 
which the fame Spirit bath eftablifhed in me, 
to live and die in the religion now profeffed 
in the Church of England? In expeétation 
of that refurrettion, I defire my body may be 
buried (in the mofl private manner that may 
be) in that place of St. Paul's Church, 
London, that the now refidentiaries bave at 
my requefl defigned for that purpofe, Be. 

And this my laft Will and Te/iament, 
made in the fear of God, (whofe mercy I 
humbly beg, and conftantly rely upon in Jefus 
Chrift) and in perfeét love and charity with 
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all the world (whofe pardon I afk, from the 
lowef of my feruants, to the highefi of my 
fuperiors) written all with my own band, 
~ and my name fubjcribed to every page, of 
which there are five in number. 

Sealed December 13, 1630. 

Nor was this bleffed facrifice of charity” 
expreffed only at his death, but in his life 
alfo, by a cheerful and frequent vifitation 
of any friend whofe mind was dejected, 
or his fortune neceffitous; he was inqui- 
fitive after the wants of prifoners, and re- 
deemed many from prifon, that lay for 
their fees or fmall debts ; he was a con- 
‘tinual giver to poor fcholars, both of this 
and foreign nations. Befides what he 
gave with his own hand, he ufually fent 
afervant, or a difcreet and trufty friend, 
to diftribute his charity to all the prifons 
in London, at all the feftival times of the 
year, efpecially at the birth and refurrec- 
tion of our Saviour. He gave an hundred 
pounds at one time to an old friend, whom 
he had known live plentifully, ard by a. 
too liberal heart and careleffnefs became 
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decayed in his eftate ; and when the re- 
ceiving of it was denied, by the gentle- 
man faying, ‘ He wanted not ;”-—for the 
reader may note, that as there be fome 
fpirits fo gencrous as to labour to concéal 
and endure a fad poverty, rather than ex- 
pofe themfelves to thofe blufhes that at- 
tend the confeffion of it; fo there be 
others, to whom nature and grace have 
afforded fuch fweet and compaffionate 
fouls, as to pity and prevent the diftreffes 
of mankind; which I have mentioned, be- 
caufe of Dr. Donne’s reply, whofe anfwer 
was; “ I know you want not what will 
* fuftain nature ; for a little will do that: 
“but my defire is, that you, who in the 
« days of your plenty have cheered and 
“ yaifed the hearts of fo many of your 
«© dejected friends, would now receive this 
** from me, and ufe it as a cordial for the 
“ cheering of your own;” and upon thefe 
terms it was received. He was an happy. 
reconciler of many differences in the fa- 
milies of his friends and kindred, (which 
he never undertook faintly ; for fuch un- 
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they had fuch a faith in his judgment and 
impartiality, that-he never advifed them 
to any thing in vain. He was even to her 
“death a moft dutiful fon to his mother, 
careful to provide for her fupportation, of 
which fhe had keen deflitute, but that 
God raifed him up to prevent her neceffi- 
tics; who having fucked in the religion 
of the Roman Church with her mother’s 
milk, {pent her eftate in foreign countries, 
to enjoy a liberty in it, and died in his 

houfe but three months before him. 
‘And to the end it may appear how juft 
a fteward he was of his Lord and Mafter’s 
revenue, I have thought fit to let the read- 
er know, that after his entrance into his 
deanery, as he numbered his years, he (at 
the foot of a private account, to which 
God and his angels were only witneffes 
with him) computed firft his revenue, then 
what was given to the poor, and other 
pious ufes; and lafily, what refted for him 
and his; and having done that, he thef 
pbleffed each year’s poor remainder with a 
thankful prayer 5 which, for that they 
difcover a more than common devotion, 
the 
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the reader fhall partake fome of them in 


his own words : 


© So all is that remains this year 


“© Deo Opt. Max. benigno 

“© Largitori, a me, et ab iis 

“ Quibus hac a me refervantur, 

« Gloria et gratia in eternum. 
“Amen.” 





“ So that this year God hath bleffed 





* me and mine with 


“ Multiplicatee funt fuper 
* Nos mifericordia tua 
« Domine, ——— 





“€ Da Domine, ut que ex immenfa 
* Bonitate tua nobis clargiri 
 Dignatus fis, in quorumcunque 
*¢ Manus devenerint, in tram 
“ Semper cedant gloriam, 

« Amen,” 


«Tn fine horum fex annorum manet— 


“ Quid habeo quod non aceepi a Domino? 
“ Largitur etiam ut que largitus eft 

* €€ Sua iterum fiant, bono eorum ufu ; ut 
* Quemadmodum nec officiis hujus mundi, 
“ Nec loci in quo me pofuit dignitati, nee 
* Servis, nec egenis, in toto hujus anni 
“© Curriculo mihi confcius fum me defuiffe ; 


“© Ita 


DR. JOHN DONNE. 91 


S¢ Jaa et Hiberi, quibus que fuperfunt, 
“ Supesfunt, grato animo ea accipiant, 
« Et beneficum authorem recognofcant. 


~ «© Amen,” 


But I return from my long digreffion. 
We left the author fick in Effex, 
where he was forced to fpend much of , 
that winter, by reafon of his difability to 
remove from that place; and having never 
for almoft twenty years omitted his per- 
fonal attendance on his Majefty in that’ 
month in which he was to attend and 
preach to him, nor having ever been 
Jeft out of the roll and number of Lent 
Pyerthers, and there being then (in Jan. 
1630.) a report brought to London, or 
raifed there, that Dr. Donne was dead; 
that report gave him occafion to write 
the following letter to a dear friend : 
* & Siy, this advantage you and my other 
“ friends have by my frequent fevers, that 
“Tam fo much the oftener at the gates” 
“ of heaven; and this advantage by the 
 folitude and clofe imprifonment that 
« they reduce me to after, that I am fo 
* much the oftener at my prayers, in 
* which 
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« which I fhall never leave out yourhap- 
& pinefs ; and I doubt not araong his 
other bleffings, God will add fome one_ 
to you for my prayers. A man mould 
« almoft be content to die, if there were 
* no other bencfit in death, to hear of fo 
* much forrow, and fo much good tefti- 
*©mony from good men, as [ (God be 
“ blefled for it) did upon the report of 
“my death: yet I perceive it went not 
* through all; for one writ to me that 
* fome (and he faid of my friends} con- 
_ ceived I was not fo ill as T pretended, 
“ but withdrew myfelf to live at eafe, dif 
“ charged of preaching. It is an unfricad- 
“ly, and, God knows, an ill-grounded 
*« interpretation ; for I have always been 
“ forrier when I could not preach, than 
** any could be they could not hear me. 
“Tt hath been my defire, and God may ‘ 
“ be pleafed to grant it, that I might die 
in the pulpit; if not that, yet that I 
« might take my death in the pulpit; ~ 
“that is, die the foouer by occafion 
“of thofe labours. Sir, I hope to fee 
* you prefently after Candlemas; about 
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“ whjch time will fall my Lent ferman 
at cOtat, except.iny Lord Chamberlain 
“ believe Ne to be dead, and fo leave me 
“ ont of the roll: but as long as T live, 
“and am not\fpeechlefs, I would not 
“ willingly decline that fervice. I have 
« better leifure to write, than you to read; 
“ yet I would not willingly opprefs you 
“with too much letter. God fo blefs 
“you and your fon, as [ with to 
“ Your poor friend, : 
« And fervant in Chrift Jefus, 
«J, DonnE.” 


Before that month ended, he was ap- 
pointed to preach upon his old conftant 
day, the firft Friday in Lent: he had no- 
tice of it, and had in his ficknefs fo pre- 
pared for that employment, that, as he 
had long thirfted for it, fo he refolved his 
weaknefs fhould not hinder his journey ; 
he came therefore to London fome few 
days before his appointed day of preach- 
ing. At his coming thither, many of his 
friends (who with forrow faw his ficknefs 
had left him but fo much flefh as did only 
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#over his bones) doubted his ftrength to 
perform that tafk, and did thepes ore dif- 
fuade him from undertaking: it, affuring , 
him however it was like-to fhorten his” 
life: but he paffionately .denied their re- 
quefts, faying, “he wovld not doubt that 
* that God, who in fe many weaknefles 
“had affifted him with an unexpeéted 
“ ftrength, would now withdraw it in his 
“ Jaft employment; profefling an holy 
~ ambition to perform that facred work.” 
And when, to the amazement of fome be- 
holders, he appeared in the pulpit, many 
of them thought he prefented himfelf not 
to preach mortification by a living vaice, 
but mortality by a decayed body, and a ~ 
dying face. And doubtlefs many did fe- 
cretly afk that queftion in Ezekiel (chap. 
xxxvii, 3.) “ Do thefe bones live? or, 
“can that foul organize that tongue, to ~ 
« {peak fo long time as the fand in that 
- glafs will move towards its centre, 
* and meafure out an hour of this dying 
*€ man’s unfpent life? Doubtlefs it cannot.” 
And -yet, after fome faint paufes in his 
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his wgak body to difcharge his memory 
of his Neconceived meditations, which 
were of dyNg ; the text being, “‘ To God 
“the Lord balong the iffues from death.” 
Many that thera faw his tears, and heard 
his faint and hollpw voice, profefling they \, 
thought the text pxophetically chofen, and 
that Dr. Donne had preached bis own fu- 
neral fermon, 

Being full of joy that God had enabled 
him to perform this defired duty, he haft- - 
ened tg his houfe; out of which he never 
moved, till, like St. Stephen, “ he wae 
“ carried by devout men to his grave.” 

The next day after his fermon, his 

-ffrength being much watted, and his fpi- 
rits fo fpent as indifpofed him to bufinefs 
or to talk, a friend, that had often been a 
witnefs of his free and facetious difcourfe, 

-afked him, “ Why are you fad?” To 
whom he replied, with a countenance fo 
full of cheerful gravity, as gave teftimony 
of an inward tranquillity of mind, and of 
a foul willing to take a farewell of this 
world; and faid, 

«Tam not fad; but moft of the niahe 
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* paft I have entertained myfelf with ma- 
“ ny thoughts of feveral friends, Yat have 
“ left me here, and are gone f that place 
« from which they foall npéreturn; and 
«that within a few day; I aljo foall go 
6 hence, and be no mora _feen. And my 
© preparation for this change is become 
“my nightly meditation upon my bed, 
«which my infirmities have now made 
“ reftlefs to me. But at this prefent time 
. © 7 was in a ferious contemplation of the 
* providence and goodnefs of God to me; 
“ to me, who am lefs than the leajt of bis 
“ mercies: and looking back upon my 
“ life paft, I now plainly fee it was his 
“ hand that prevented me from all temn-- 
« poral employment ; and that it was his 
« will I fhould never fettle nor thrive till 
“ T entered into the miniftry ; in which I 
** have now lived almoft twenty years (I 
* hope to his glory), and by whick, I 
“ moft humbly thank him, I have been 
« enabled to requite moft of thofe friends 
*¢ which {hewed me kindrefs when my 
« fortune was very low, as God knows 
“ it was: and (as it hath occafionéd the 
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requitaX I have lived to be ufeful and 
© comfortabhx to my good father-in-law, F 
“ Sir George Moore, whofe patience God 
“ hath been pleafed to exercife with many*. 
* temporal croffey; I have maintained my - 
* owa mother, whom it hath pleafed God, 
“after a plentiful fortune in her younger 
“ days, to bring to a great decay in her very 
“ old age. I have quieted the confciences" 
“ of many, that have groaned under the 
“burthen of a wounded fpirit, whofe 
© prayers T hope are available for me. I 
Sacerfot plead innocency of Jif, efpc- 
© cially of my youth; but IT am to be 
“yadged by a merciful God, cuba is not 
willing ‘to fre what I have done amifs, 
“And though of myfelf I have nothing 
6am profent to him but fins and mifery, 
«© yet I know he looks not upon me now 
“as Tam of myfelf, but as Lam in my 
“ Saviour, and hath given me even at this 
“ prefent time fome teftimonics by his 
“ Holy Spirit, that Iam of the number of 
VOL. I. H « his 
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“his ele: Tam therefore full of inex- 
“ preffible joy, and fhall die in pega 
I mutt here look fo far back‘ as to tell 
the reader, that at his firfi/fgturn out of 
Eflex, to preach his laft #rmon, his -old 
friend and phyfician, Dr/ Fox (a man of 
great worth) came to bim to confult.his 
health; and that after a fight ef him, and 
fome queries concerning his dificmpers, 
he told him, « That by cordials, and drink- 
“ing milk twenty days together, there 
« was a probability of his reftoration to 
«health ;” but Ke paffionately denied to 
drink it. Neverthclefs, Dr. Fox, who 
loved him moft entirely, wearict=kym 
with folicitations, till he yielded to take ~ 
it for ten days; at the end of which time 
he told Dr. Fox, * He had drunk it more 
“ to fatisfy him, than to recover his 
“ health ; and that he would not drinkwit 
“ten days longer, upon the bef moral 
« affurance of having twenty years added 
«to his life; for he loved it not; and 
« was fo far from fearing death, which 
« to‘ others is the King of Terrors, that 
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ce helonged for the day of his diffolu- 
© tion 
It is obikrved, that a defire of glory o\ 
commendation is rooted in the very nature 
of man; and thut thofe of the fevereft am 
moft mortified l.ves, though they may be- 
corse fo humble \s to banith felf-flattery, 
and fuch weeds as naturally grow there; 
yet they have not been able to kill this 
defire of glory, but that, like our radical 
heat, it will both live and die with us ; and” 
many.think it fhould do fo; and we want 
not jacred examples to jufiity the defire 
of having our memory to outlive our lives: 
int mention, beeaufe Dr. Donne, by 
“the perfuafion of Dr. Fox, eafily yielded 
at this very time to have a monument 
made for him; but Dr. Fox undertook 
not to perfuade him how, or what monu- 
m@pt it fhould be; that was left to Dr. 
Donne himfelf. 

A monument being refolved upon, Dr, 
Donne fent for a carver to make for him 
in wood the figure of an urn, giving him 
directions for the compafs and height of 
it; and to bring with it a board, of the 

, H2 jut 
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jut height of his body, Thefe being-got, 
then without delay a choice paper was 
got to be in readinefs to ee picture, 
which was taken as follow? Seve- 
pai charcoal fires being fit made in: his 
“large ftudy, he brought with him into 
that place his winding-fneet in bis hand, 
and having put off all his clothes, had this 
fheet put on him, and fo ticd with knots 
at his head and fect, and his hands fo 
placed as dead bodies are ufually fitted, to 
be fhrowded and put into their coffin, or 
grave. Upon this urn he thus ftood, with 
his eyes fhut, and with fo much of the 
fheet turned afide as might thew hivsapn, 


TNE 








pale, and death-like face, which was pur- ~ 
pofely turned tow ard the eaft, from whence 
he expected the fecond coming of his and 
our Saviour Jefus. In this pofture he was 
drawn at his jut height ; and when the 
picture was fully fnithed, he cauled it to 
be fet by his bed-fide, where it continued, 
and became his hourly objeét till bis death, 
and was then given to his deareft friend 


and executor Dr. Henry King, then chief 
. Le Ok Reeth cohen aasites in: 
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to he thus carved in one entire piece of 
white’narble, as‘ it now ftands in that 
church ; “and by Dr. Donne’s own ap 

-pointment, chefe words were to be affixed 
to at as his ep:taph : 





5 JOHAANES DONNE, 
SAC. THEOL, PROFESS. 

POST VARIA STUDIA QUIBUS AB ANNIS 
TENERRIMIS FIDELITER, NEC iNFELICITER 
INCUBUIT; 

INSTINCTU &T IMPULSU sv. SANCTI, MONITU 
ET HORTATU 
REGS JACOBI, ORDINENSACROS AMPLEXUS 
ANNO SU! JESU MDCXIV. ET SU-E EYATIS XLIL. 
DECANATU HUJUS ECCLES INDUTUS 

— ” XXVIII, NOVEMBRIS, MDCXX1. 
“LAUTUS MORTE ULTIMO DIE MARTI MDCXXXI. 
HIC LICET {N OCCIDUO CINERE ASPICIT EUM 
CUJUS NOMEN EST ORIENS. 








And now, having brought him through 
the many labyrinths and perplexities of a 
various life, even to the gates of death 
and the grave, my defire is, he may reft, 
till I have told my reader that I have feen 
many pictures of him, in feveral habits, 
and at feveral ages, and in feveral pof- 
tures; and I now mention this, becaufe I 

H3 have 
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have feen onc picture of him, drawn,by a 
curious hand, at his age of eighteefi, with 
Vis fword and hat other quornments 
“might then fuit with the préfent fafbions 
7 ofyouth, and the giddy gaieties of that 
age 5 and his motto then was, 





I 
« How much fall T be chang’d, 
“ Before Tam chang'd !"" 


And if that young, and his now dying 

- picture were at this time fet together, 
every beholder might fay, “ Lord | how 
“much is Dr, Donne already changed, 
“ before he is changed!” And the view 
of them might give my reader occalweta,_ 
afk himfelf with fome amazement, “ Lord! 
“ how much may I alfo, that am now in 
“health, be changed before I am chang- 
“ed; before this vile, this changeable 
*6 body fhall put off mortality!”’ and there- 
fore to prepare for it. But this is not 
writ fo much for my reader’s memento, as 
to tell him, that Dr. Donne would often in 
his private difcourfes, and often publicly 
in his fermons, mention the many changes 
both of his body and mind ; efpecially of 
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his ~mind, from a vertiginous giddinefs ; + 
and would as often fay, “ His great and 
“ moft Leffed change was from ee 

“ poral to a fpiritual employment 3” it-7 
which he was fo happy, that he accotinted .. 
the former part of his life to be loft; and * 
the beginning of it to be, from his firft 
entering into facred orders, and ferving 
his moft merciful God at his altar. 

Upon Monday after the drawing this 
picture, he took his lait Icave of his be 
loved fludy; and, being fenfible of his 
iaely decay, retired Nimlelf to his bed- 
chamber, and that week fent at feveral 

etiexS for many of his moft confderable 
i friends, with whom he took a folemn and 
deliberate farewell, commending to their 
confiderations fome fentences ufeful for 
the regulation of their lives; and then 
difmifled them, as good Jacob did his fons, 
with a {piritual benediction. The Sunday 
following, he appointed his fervants, that 
if there were any bufinets yet undone, that 
concerned him or themfelves, it fhould be 
prepared againft Saturday next ; for after 
that day he would not mix his thoughts 


2 
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with any thing that concerned this world; 
nor ever did; but, as Job, fo he “ waited 
vor the appointed day of hig diffolu- 
* tion.” : 
now he was fo happy as to have 
nothing to do but to die; to do which, 
he flood in need of no longer time ; for he 
had ftudied it long, and to fo happy a per- 
feQion, that in a former ficknefs he called 
God to witnefs (in his Book of Devotions 
eritten then) “ He was that minute ready 
“to deliver his foul into his hands, it that 
“ minute God wotid determine his diffo- 
“ Jution.”” In that ficknels he begged 
of God the confiancy to be preferviab in, 
that efiate forever; and his patient expeét- ~ 
ation to have his immortal foul difrobed 
from her ganneut of mortality, makes 
me confident that he now had a mo- 
deft affurance that his prayers were then 
heard, and his petition granted. [He lay 
fifteen days carnefily expecting his hourly 
change; and in the laft hour of his laft 
day, as ‘his body melted away, and va- 
poured-into {pirit, his foul having, I verily 
believe, fume revelation of the beatifical 
yifion, 
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_¥ifion, he faid, “I were miferable if I 


“ might not die ;”?'and after thofe words, 
clofed. many. periods of his faint bre: eatl, 
by faying often, « Thy kingdom come, 
© thy will be done.” His fpeech, which 
had long been his ready and faithful fer- 
vant, left him no: till the laft minute of 
his lite, and then torfook him, not to ferve 
another mafier (for who fpeaks like him), 
but died before him ; for that it was then 


become ufelefs to him, that now eon-~. 


verfed | with God on-eearth, as angels are 
faid to’ do in heaven, omy by thoughts and 
looks, Being fpeechlefs, and fecing hea- 
‘Yen hee*that illumination by which he faw 
“it, he did, as St. Stephen, “ look ftead- 
“fafily into it, till he faw the Son of 
“ Man flanding at the right hand of God 
“his Pather 3”? and, being fatisfied with 
this bleffed fight, as his foul afcended, 
and his Ja(t breath departed from him, he 
clofed his own eyes, and then difpofed his 
hands and body into fuch a pofture, as 
required not the leatt alteration by thofe 
that came to fhroud him. 

Thus variable, thus virtuous was the 
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life; thus excellent, thus exemplary was 
the death of this membrable man. 
# He was buried in that place of St. 
“Paul’s Church which he had appointed 
far” that ufe fome years before his death, 
and by which he pafled daily to pay his 
public devotions to Almighty God (who 
was then ferved twice a day by a public 
form of prayer and praifes in that place) : 
but he was not buried privately, though 
-~he defired it; for, befide an unnumbered 
number of others, wtany perfons of nobi- 
lity, and of emifency for learnings, who 
did love and honour him in his life, did 
fhew it at his death, by a volunt®y apd 
fad attendance of his body to the grave, 
where nothing was fo remarkable as a 
public forrow. 

To which place of bis burial fome 
mournful friend repaired; and, as Alex- 
ander the Great did to the grave of the 
famous Achilles, fo they flrewed his with 
an abundance of curious and cofily flow- 
ers; which courfe they (who were never 
yet known) continued morning and even- 
ing for many days, not ceating, till the 
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ftones, that were taken up in that church, 
to give his body admiffion into the «qld 
earth (now his bed of reft), were again by 
the mafon’s art fo levelled and firmed as 
they had been formerly, and his place of 
burial undiftinguifhable to common view. 

The next day, after his burial, fome 
unknown friend, fome one of the many 
lovers and admirers of his virtue and learn- 
ing, writ this epitaph with a coal on the 
wall over his graye :—— 

eReader! oe know, 

“Donne's body only lies below 5 

“ For, could the grave his foul comprile, 

Zarth would be richer than the tkies.” 
Nor was this all the honour done to his 
reverend afhes ; for as there be fome per- 
fons that will not reccive a reward for 
that for which God accounts bimfelf a 
debtor ; perfons that dare trai God with 
their charity, and without a witnels 5 fo 
there was by fome grateful unknown 
friend, that thought Dr. Donne’s memory 
ought to be perpetuated, an hundred marks 
fent to his two faithful friends and exe. 


cCiitore 


Me ss 
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eutors (Dr. King and Dr. Montfort), to- 
waadg the making of his monument. It 
was not for many years known by whom; 

- but, after the death of Dr. Fox, it was 
known that it was he that fent it; ‘and 
he lived to fee as lively a reprefentation 
of his dead friend, as marble can exprefs ; 
a ftatue indeed fo like Dr. Donne, that 
(as his friend Sir Henry Wotton hath ex- 
preffed himfelf) “It feems to breathe 

—~« faintly, and pofterity fhall look upon it 
“asa kind of artif-fal miracle.” 


He was of ftature moderately tall; of a 
Rraight and equally proportioned™body- 
to which all his words and actions: gave 
an unexpreflible addition of comelinefs. 

The melancholy and pleafant humour 
were in him fo contempered, that cach 
gave advantage to the other, and made 
his company one of the delights of man- 
kind. 

His fancy was inimitably high, equalled 
only by his great wit; both being made 
ufeful by a commanding judgment. 
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His afpeé&t was cheerful, and fuch as 
gave a filent teftimony of a clear know- 
ing foul, and of a confcience at peace 
with itfelf. 

His mnclting eye fhewed that he had a 
foft heart, full of noble compaffion; of too 
brave a foul to offer injuries, and too mneh 
a Chrifiian not to pardon them in others. 

He did much coutemplate (efpecially 
after he entered into his facred calling) 
the mercies of Almighty God, the im~ 


mortality of fetal the joys of 
heave ; tand would oNen fay in a kind 
of facred ecflafy, « Blefied be God that 

f& heds God, only and divinely like him- 
" € fel? 

I[e was by nature highly paffionate, 
but more apt to relu& at the excefies of it. 
A grcat lover of the offices of humanity, 
and of fo merciful a fpirit, that he never 
beheld the miferies of mankind without 
pity and relief. 

He was earneft and unwearicd in the 
fearch of knowledge, with which his vi- 
gorous foul is now fatisfied, and employed 
in a continual praife of that God that firt 
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breathed it into, his a€tive body; that 
body, which ofce was a temple of the 
Holy Ghoft, and is now become a {mall 
quantity of Chriftian duft:—But I fhall 
fee it reanimated. * 


Feb, 15, 1639. J. W. 


AN 
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AN EPITAPH 
WRITTEN BY 
DOCTOR CORBET, LATE BISHOP OF OXFORD, 


“ON HIS FRIEND, DOCTOR DONNE, 

Pad 
HE that would write ah epitaph for thee, 
And write it well, nuaft firft begin to be 
Such as thou wert ; for none can truly know 
Thy life and worth, but he that hath Jiv'd fo, - 
He muft have wit to fpare, and to hurl down, 
Enough to keep ghe ere the town, 
He ne Raa plenty oth the laws, 
Civil and conmon, to judge any canfe. 
Divinity gat ftore above the reft, 
Not of tre laft edition, but the beft. 
He muft have languages travel, all the arts, 
Judgment to ule, or elfe he wants thy parts, 
Ile muft have friends the higheft, able to do, 
Such as Miecenas and Augiftus too. 
He muft have fuch a ficknets, fuch a death, 
Or elfe his vain deteriptions come beneath. 
He that would write an epitaph for thee, 
Should firft be dead 5 let it alone for me, 


442 


TO THE MEMORY oF 


MY EVER DESIRED DOCTOR DONNE, 


AN ELEGY, i 


BY H. KING, LATE BISHOL OF CHICHESTER, 


Too have tiv'd eminent ina degree 

Beyond our lofticft thoughts, that is like thee ; 

€rt’ have had too much merit is not fafe, 
-For fuch exceilés find no epitaph. 


At common graves wo.ave jioetic eyes,» 
Can melt themfelves in eafy elegies 
Each quill can drop his tributary verfe, 
And pin it, like the hatchinents, to the hearfe 
But at thine, poem or infeription 
(Rich foul of wit ard language) we have uene, 
Indeed a filence dues that tomb befit, 
Where is no herald left to bfazon it. 
Widow'd Invention ju@ly deth forbear 
To come abroal, knowing thou art not there: 
Late her great patron, whofe 
Maintain’d and cloth‘d her fo, as none alive 
-Muft now prefume to keep her at thy rate, 
‘Tho’ he the Indies for her dower eftute. 
Or elfe that awful fire winch once did burn . 
In thy clear brain, now fallen into thy urn, 
Lives there ta fright rade empisics from th 
Which miglit profane thee by their ignorauce. 








nce, 


Whoever 
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Whoevgg writes of thee, and in a ftyle 
Unworthy fuch a theme, does but revile 

Thy precious duft, and wakes a learned fpirit, 
Which may revenge his Tapes upon thy merit: 
For all a low-pitch'd fancy can devife 

Will prove at beft but hailow’d injuries. 


Thay like the dying (wan didft lately fing 
Thythournful dirge in audience of the King; 
When pale looks and faint accents of thy breath 
Pretented {0 to life that piece of death, 

That it was fear'd and prophefy’d by all 

‘Thou thither cam'ft to preach thy funeral, 

Oh, hadf thou in jac knell 

Rung out ee ete rg own farewell, 
And in vgh vi€torious nutthers beat 

The folom meatures of thy griev'd retreat, 
Thou mig “ft the poet’s fervice now have mift, 
As well as then thou didft Prevent the prieft ; 
And never to the world beholden be, 

So much as for an epitaph tor thee, i 





1 do not like the office; nor is't fit 
Thou, who did tend our age fuch fums of wit, 
Shoutd'it now reborrow from her bankrupt mine 
That ore to bury thee which firft was thine: 
Rather fill leave us in thy debt, and know, 
Exalted foul, more glory ’tis to owe 
Thy memory what we can never pay, 
Phan with embafed coin thofe rites defray. 


Commit we then thee to thyfelf, nor blame 
Our drooping loves, that thus to thine own fame 
vou. Tr, t Leave 
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Leave thee executor, fince but thine own 

No pen could do thee juftice, nor bays crown 
Thy vat deferts; fave that we fiothing can 
Depute to be thy afhes’ guardian, 


So Jewellers no art or metal truft 
To form the diamond, but the diamond’s duft, 


"HL K. 


1 
- AN ELEGY ON DOCTOR DONNE. 


Our Donne is dead! “id we may fighin, fy 

We had that man, where language chofe to ‘ay, 

And fhew her unnoft power. I would not poife 

That, and his great wit, which in our vain days 
« Make others proud, but as thefe ferv’d to unlock 

That cabinet his mind, where fuch a ftock 

Of knowledge was repd¥d, that I lament 

Our juft and general caufe of difcontent. 


And I rejoice I am not fo fevere, 
But as I write a line, to weep a tear 
For his deccafe ; fuch fad extremities 
Can make fuch men as I write clegies. 


And wonder not; for when fo great a lots 
Falls on.a nation, and they flight the crofs, 
God hath rais'd prophets to awaken them 
From their dull lethargy; witnefs my pen, 
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Not us’d to upbraid the world, though now it muft 
Freely and boldly, for the caufe is juf. 


Dull age! oh, I would {pare thee, but thou rt worfe: 
. Thou art not only dull, but hafta curfe 
Of black ingratitude if not, couldft thou 
Part with this matchlets man, and make no vow 
For thee and thine fucceffively to pay 
Souife fad temembrance to his dying day? 


Did his youth featter poetry, wherein 
Lay love's Philofophy? was every fin 
Piaur'd in his tharp fatires, made fo foul, me 
That fome have fy fin’s fhapes, and kept gheir foul 
Sater by readie® verie? > ‘ he give days, 
Paft m’s ly monuments, to tute whofe fraife 
He wouk “perpetuate? Did he (I fear 
Envy wi doubt) thefe at his twentic: 








year? 


! 

But, more matur’d, did his rich ipul conceive, 
And in harmonious holy numbers Weave 
A crown of facred fonnets », fit 'adorn 
A dying marty?’s brow, or to be worn ° 
On that bleft head of Mary Magdalen, 
After the wip'd Chritt’s feet, but not till then? 
Did he (fit for fuch penitents as the 
And he to ule) leave us a Letanic, 
Which all devout men love, and doubrlefs fhall, 
As times grow better, grow more claffical ? 
Did he write hymns, for piety and wit, 
Kqual to thofe great grave Prudentius writ? 


@La Corona. 
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Spake he all languages ? Knew he all laws? 

The grounds and ufe of phyfic ; but, becaufe 

?Twas mercenary, wav'd it? went to fee 

‘That happy place of Chrift’s nativity? 

Did he return and preach him? preach him fo, 

As fiuce St. Paul none ever did? they know— 
Thofe happy fouls that heard him know this truth, © 
Did he confirm thy ag'd? convert thy youth? | 
Did he thefe wonders? and is his dear lofs ie 
Mourn'd by fo few? few for fo great a crofs. 


But fure the filent are ambitious all 
"Ttvhe clofe mourners at his funeral. 
If not; jn common pity they forbgar 
By repetitions to renew our ger. : 
Or knowing g.‘¢f conceiyMand hid, confaews / 
Man’s life infenfibly (as poifon’s fumes 
Corrupt the brain, take filence for the way 
T enlarge the foul fom thefe walls, mud and thy, 
(Materials of this box y} to remain 
‘With him in heaven, where no promifcuous pain 
Leffens thofe joys we have ; for with him all 
Are fatisfy’d with joys effential, 








Dwell on thefe joys, my thoughts! Oh, do not call 

“Grief back, by thinking on his foneral. 

Forget He lov'd me: wafte not my twift years, 

Which hafte to David's feventy, fill’d with fears 

And forrows for his death: forget his parts, 

‘They find a living grave in good men's hearts; 

‘And, for my firft is daily paid for fin, 

Forget to pay my fecond figh for him : 

Forget bis powerful preaching 5 and forget 





DR. JOHN DONNE. 117 


My flefh be no more heard; it will obtrude 

This lethargy: fo fhould’my gratitude, 

My vows of gratitude thould fo be broke, 

Which can no more be, than his virtues, fpoke 
By any but himfelf: for which caufe, I 

Wrive no encomiums, but this clegy ; 

Whicd, as a free-will offering, I here give 
Famgind the world ; and, parting with it, grieve 
T want abilities fit to fen forth 

A monument as matchlefs as his worth. 


April 7, 1631. IZ, Whe 
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ae 
Sir HENRY WOTTON (whofedife I 
now intend. write) was born ipfthe year 
of our Redemption 156%, in Pocton-Hall 
(comm:nly called Boéton, ;4r Bougton- 
Place, or Palace) in the path of Boéton * 
Malherbe, in the fruitful ccxintry of Kent: 
Boéton-Hall being an ancient and goodly 
ftructure, beautifying and being beauti- 
fied by the parifh-church of Boston Mal- 
herbe adjoining unto it, and both feated 
within a fair park of the Wottons, on the 
brow of fuch a hill, as gives the advantage 
of a large profpect, and of equal pleafure 
to all*beholders, 
But this houfe and church are mot re- 
wiarkahle tae: agiag thie Lo soscs ke nk Be 
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that the memorable family of the Wottons 
have {fo long inhabited: the one, and now 
lie buried in the other, as appears by 
their many monuments in that church; 
the Wottons being a family that hath 
brought forth divers perfons eminey: for 
wifdom and valour; whofe heroic ‘ats, 
and noble employments, both in England 
and in foreign parts, have adorned them- 
felves and this nation; which they have 
fer ved abroad faithfully, j in the difcharge 
of their “rreat truft, and prude aaily'i in their 
negociatiors with feveral printes; and 
alfo ferved it home with much’ honour 
and juflice, i its their wife managing a great 
part of the pyolic affairs thercof, in the 
various times Loth of war and peace. 

But left I thould be thought by any, 
that may incline cither to deny | or doubt 
this truth, not to have obferved modera- 
tion in the commendation of this family ; 
and alfo for that I believe the merits and 
memory of fuch perfons ought to be 
thankfully recorded, I fhall offer to the 
confideration of every reader, out of the 
teftimony of their pedigree and our chro- 

nicles, 
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nicles, a part (and but a part) of that 
juft commendation which might be from 
thence enlarged, and fhall then leave the 
indifferent reader to judge whether my 
errov be an excefs or defeé of commenda- 
tions. 

Siz Robert Wotton of Bocton Malherbe, 
“Knight, was born about the year of Chrift 
1460: he, living in the reign of King 
Edward IV. was by him, trufied to bas 
Lieutenant of Guifnes, to be Kpigat 
Porter, and omptroller of Calais¥ where 
he diedy.aad lies honourably bitied. 

Sir Exward Wotton of Bicton Mal~ 
herbe, Knight, (fon and heid of the faid 
Sir Robert) was born in the ear of Chritt 
1489, in the reign of King ‘Henry VIL ; 
he was made Treafurer of" Calais, and of 
the Privy Council to King Henry VI. 

* who offered him to be Lord Chancellor of 
England; “ But,” faith Hollinthed, in his 
Chronicle, * out ‘of a virtuous madetty, 
“he refufed it.” 

Thomas Wotton of Boéton Malherbe, 
Efquire, fon and heir of the faid Sir Ed- 
ward, and the father of our Sir Henry, 

that 
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that occafions this relation, was born in 
the year of Chrift 1535. He was a gen- 
tleman excellently educated, and ftudious 
in all the liberal arts; in the knowledge 
whereof he attained unto a great perfec 
tion; who, though he had (befides thofe 
abilities, a very noble and plentiful effate, 
and the ancient intere(t of his predecef——- 


+. fors) many invitations from Queen Eliza- 


“dreth to change his country recreations 
and<retirement for a cour, offering him a 
knighttisod (fhe was then wit him at his 
Boéton-Arll), ad that to be brt as an 
earneft of folnc more honourable and more 
profitable eniployment under her; yct he 
humbly refuful both, being a man of great 
modefty, of a’mof plain and fingle heart, 
of an ancient freedom, and integrity of 
mind. A commendation which Sir Henry 
Wotton took occafion often to remember 
with great gladncfs, and thankfully to 
boaft himfelf the fon of fueh a father ; 
from whom indeed he derived that noble: 
ingenuity that was always practifed by 
himfelf, and which he ever both com- 
mended and cherifhed in others. This 
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Thomas was alfo remarkable for hofpi- 

tality, a great lover-and much beloved of 
his country ; to which may juftly be ad- 
ded, that he was a cherifher of learning, 
as appears by that excellent antiquary 
Mr. William Lambert, in his Perambula- 
tion of Kent. 
LE This Thomas Nad four fons, Sir Ed- 
ward, Sir James, Sir John, and Sir Henry, 

Sir Edward was knighted by Queens 
Elizabeth, and made* Comptroller of “er 
Majetty’s Houtehold. «* He wart” faith 
Camden, “a man remarkablestor many 
“and gveat employments ir the ftate, 
“ during her reign, and fentsdeveral times 
** ambaflador into foreign nations. After 
“her death, he was by King: James made 
** Comptroller of his Houfehold, and call- 
“ed to be of his Privy Council, and by 

+ “him advanced to be Lord Wotton, Ba- 
“ron of Merley in Kent, and made Lord 
“ Lieutenant of that county”? 

Sir James, the fecond fon, may be 
numbered among the martial men of his 
age, who was, in the thirty-eighth of 
Queen Elizabeth’s reign (with Robert 
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Earl of Suffex, Count Lodowick of Naf. 
fau, Don Chriftophoro, fon of Antonio 
King of Portugal, and divers other gen- 
tlemen of noblenefs and valour) knighted 
in the field near Cadiz in Spain, aftersthey 
had gotten great honour and riches, be- 
fides a notable retaliation of injuries, by 
taking that town. creas 

Sir John, being a gentleman excellently 

saccomplifhed, both by learning and tra- 
velwas knighted ‘by Queen Elizabeth, 
and byvher looked upon with more than 
ordinary favour, and with intentions of 
prefermenty but death in his- younger 
years put a period to his growing hopes. , 

Of Sir Hehry my following difcourfe 
fhall give an ‘account. 

The defcent of thefe fore-named Wot- 
tons were all in a dircét line, and moft 
of them and their actions in the memory ~ 
of thofe with whom we have converfed : 
but if I had looked fo fur back qs to Sir 
Nicholas Wotton, (who lived in the reign 
of King Richard II.) or before him, upoa 
divers others of great note in their feveral 
ages, I might by fome be thought tedious; 

and 
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and yet others niay more juftly think me 
negligent, if I omit to mention Nicholas 
Wotton, the fourth fon of Sir Robert, 
whom I firft named. 

This Nicholas Wotton was Dodtor of 
Law, and fometime Dean both of York 
and Canterbury ; aman whom God did 

—aiot only blefs with a long life, but with 
great abilities of mind, and an inclination 
to employ them in the fervice of hist 
country, as is teftified by his fev-val 
employments (vide Camden’s Britunnia) ; 
having been fent nine times Atmbaflador 
unto foreign princes ; and by his being a 
Privy Counfellor to King Hehry VIII. to 
Edward VI. to Queen Mary, and Queen 
Elizabeth ; who alfo, after he had been, 
during the wars between England, Scot- 
Jand, and France, three feveral times (and 

* not unfuccefsfully) employed in commit- 
tees for fettling of peace betwixt this and 
thofe kingdoms, ‘ died,” faith learned 
Camden, * full of commendations for 
© wifdom and piety.” He was allo by 
the will of King Henry VIII. made one 
of his executors, and chief Secretary of 


rae 
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State to his fon, that pious prince, Ed- 
ward VI. Concerning which Nicholas 
Wotton I fhall fay but this little more ; 
that he refufed (being offered it by Queen 
Elizabeth) to be Archbithop of Canter~ 
bury—(wvide Hollinfhed); and that he died 
not rich, though he lived in that time of 
the diffolution of abbeys. 
More might be added ; but by this ‘it 
ay appear, that Sir Henry Wotton was a 
poche of fuch a kindred, as left a ftock of 
reputaiion to their pofterity ; fuch reputa~ 
tion as miteht kindle a generous emula- 
tion in ftrangers, and preferve a noble 
ambition in thofe of his name and family, 
to perform aétions worthy of their ancef- 
tors. s 
And that Sir Henry Wotton did fo, 
might appear more perfectly than my pen 
ean expres it, if of his many furviving - 
friends, fome one of higher parts and em- 
ployments had been pleafed to have com- 
mended his to pofterity: but fince fome. 
years are now paft, and they have all (J 
know not why) forborne to do it, my gra- 
titude to the memory of my dead friend, 
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and the renewed Tequeft of fome* that 
fill live folicitous to fee this duty per- 
formed; thefe have had a power to per- 
_fuade me to undertake it; which truly 
T have not done but with fome diftruft of 
mine own abilities ; and yet fo far from 
defpair, that I am modeftly confident my 
“Tumble language thall be accepted, be- 
caufe I fhall prefent all readers with a : 
commixture of truth, and Sir Henry Wot.” 
ton’s merits, pee 
This being premifed, I procecd to tell 
the reader, that the father of Sir Henry 
Wotton was twice married 3 lirft to Eliza- 
beth, the daughter of Sir John Rudftone, 
Knight; after whofe death, though his 
inclination was averfe to ail contentions, 
yet neceffitated he was to feveral {uits in 
law ; in the profecution whereof (which 
took up much of his time, and were the 
occafion of many difcontents,) he was by 
divers of his friends earneftly perfuaded to ; 
a re-marriage ; to whom he as often an- 
™ 4 Sir Edward Bifh, Clasencieux King of Arms, Mr 
Charles Cotton, and Mr. Nick Oudert, fomttime Sir 
Henry Wotton’s fervant, 
VOL, I. K fodneaAl 
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fwered, That if ever he did put on a 
*refolution to marry;-he was ferioufly 
* refolved to avoid three forts of perfons, 
© namely, 


«¢ Thofe that had children ; 
*¢ Thofe that had law-fuits ; 
© And thofe that were of his kindred 


And yet, following his own law-fuits, 
ne met in Weftminfter-hall with Mrs. 
Eliduora Morton, widow to Robert Mor- 
ton, of Kent, Efq. who was alfo engaged 
in feveral fits it? law : and he, obferving 
her comportment at the time of hearing 
one of her caufes before the judges, could 
not but at the fame time both compaffion- 
ate her condition, and affe&t her perfon; 
for the tears of lovers, or beauty dreft 
in fadnefs, are obferved to have in them 
a charming eloquence, and to become 
very often too {trong to be refifted : which 
I mention, becaufe it proved fo with this 
Thomas Wotton; for although there were 
in her a concurrence of all thofe accidents,~ 
againft which he had fo ferioufly refolved, 
yet his affeGion to her grew then fo ftrong, 
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that he refolved to folicit her for a wife, 
and did, and obtained her. 

By her (who was the daughter of Sir 
William Finch, of Eaftwell in Kent) he 
hadyonly Henry his youngeft fon. His 
mother undertook to be tutorefs unto him 

. dyring much of his childhood; for whofe 
eare and pains he paid her each day with 
fuch vifible figns of future perfection in 
learning, as turned her employment into” 
a pleafing trouble; which the was contént 
to continue, till his father took him into 
his own particular care, ‘und difpofed of 
him to a tutor in his own houte at Boon. 

And when time and diligent inftruétion 
had made him fit for a removal to an 
higher form (which was very early), he 
was fent to Winchefter-fchool, a place 
of ftriét difcipline and order, that fo he 

“might in his youth be moulded into a 
method of living by rule, which his wife 
father knew to be the moft neceflary way 

“to make the future part of his life both hap- 
Py to himfelf, and ufeful for the difcharge 
of all bufinefs, whether public or private. - 

And that he might be confirmed in thie 
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regularity, he was at a fit age removed 
from that fchool, to- be a commoner 
of New-College in Oxford; both being 
founded by William Wickham, Bithop of 
Winchefter. ; 

There he continued till about the 
eighteenth year of his age, and was then 
tranfplanted into Queen’s College; where 
within that year he was by the chief of 

“that college perfuafively enjoined to write 
a'play for their private ufe ; (it was the 
Tragedy of T'ancredo)—which was fo in- 
terwoven with® fentences, and for the 
method and exaét perfonating thofe hu- 
mours, paffions, and difpofitions, which 
he propofed to reprefent, fo performed, 
that the gravett of that fociety declared, 
he had in a fleight employment given an 
early and a folid teftimony of his future 
abilities. And though there may be fome~ 
four difpofitions, which may think this 
not ‘worth a memorial, yet that wife 
knight, Baptifta Guarini, (whom learned” 
Italy accounts one of her ornaments) 

thought it neither an uncomely nor an 

annrofttable employment for his age. \ 
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But I pafs to what will be thought more 
ferions, = 
About the twentieth year of his age 
he proceeded Mafter of Arts ; and at that 
time read in Latin three lectures de Oculo; 
wherein he having defcribed the form, 
the motion, the curious compofure of the 
&e, and demonfrated how of thofe very 
many every humour and nerve performs “ 
its difting office, fo as the God of orden” 
hath appointed, without mixture or con- 
fufion; and all this to the advantage of 
man, to whom the eye ig given, not only 
as the body’s guide, but whereas all other 
of his fentes require time to inform the 
foul, this jn an inftant apprehends and 
warns him of danger ; teaching him in 
the very eyes of others, to difcover wit, 
folly, love, and hatred. After he had 
made thefe obfervations, he fell to difpute 
this optique queftion, “Whether we fee by 
* the emiffion of the beams from within, 
“, or reception of the fpecies from with- 
ef out?” And after that, and many other 
like learned difquifitions, he in the con- 
clufion of his lectures took a fair occafion 
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to beautify his difcourfe with a com~- 
mendation of the bleffing and benefit of 
* Seeing ;—by which we do not only dif- 
«€ cover Nature's fecrets, but with a con-, 
*‘ tinued content (for the eye is never 
« weary of fecing) behold the great light 
of the world, and by it difcover the fa- 
“ pric of the heavens, and both the order 
* and motion of the celeftial orbs; nay, 
‘that if the eye look but downward, it 
* may rejoice to behold the bofom of the 
earth, our common mother, embroi- 
dered and adorned with numberlefs and 
« various flowers, which man fees daily 
« grow up to perfection, and then filently 
« moralize his own conditiog, who in a 
© fhort time (like thofe very flowers) de- 
“ cays, withers, and quickly returns again 
* to that earth, from which both had their 
“¢ firft being.” : 
Thefe were fo exactly debated, and fo 
rhetotically heightened, as, among other 
admirers, caufed that learned Italian, Al- ~ 
bericus Gentilis, then Profeffor of the Civil’ 
Law in Oxford, to call him “* Henrice mi 
*¢ Ocelle 3 which dear expreffion of his 
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was alfo ufed by divers of Sir Henry’s 
deareft friends, and by many other per- 
fons of note during his ftay in the Uni- 
verfity. 

But his flay there was not long, at 
leaft not fo long as his friends once in- 
tended ; for the year after Sir Henry pro- 
ceeded Matter of-Arts, his father (whom 
Sir Henry did never mention without this 
or fome like reverential expreftion ; as, 
“That good man my father,” or “« My 
“ father, the beft of men ;””)—about that 
time, this good man changed this for a 
better life; leaving to Sir Henry, as to 
his other younger fons, a rent-charge of 
an hundred marks a year, to be paid for 
ever out of fome one of his manors, of a 
much greater value. 

And here, though this good man be 
dead, yet I with a circumftance or two 
that concern him may not be buried with-, 
out a relation; which I {hall undertake 
to do, for that T fuppofe they may fo much 
concern the reader to know, that I may 
promife mylelf a pardon for a fhort digref- 
fion. 
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IN the year of our redemption 1553, 
Nicholas Wotton, Dean of Canterbury, 
(whom I formerly mentioned) being then 
Ambaffador in France, dreamed that his 
nephew, this Thomas Wotton, was in- 
clined to be a party in fuch a projeét, as, 
if he were not fuddenly prevented, would 
turn both to the lofs of ‘his life, and ruitt 
of his family. 


: Doubtlefs the good Dean did well know 


that common dreams are but a fenfelefs 
paraphrafe on our waking thoughts, or of 
the bufinefs of the day paft, or are the 
refult of our over-engaged affections, 
when we betake ourfelves to reft; and 
knew that the obfervation of them may 
turn to filly fuperftitions, as they too often 
do. But though he might know all this, 
and might alfo believe that prophecies are 
ceafed; yet doubtlefs he could not but 


-confider, that all dreams are not to be 


negleéted or caft away without all confi- 

deration; and did therefore rather lay this: 
dream afide, than intend totally to lofe ity” - 
and dreaming the fame again the night fol- 
lowing, when it became a double dream, 
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like that of Pharaoh, (of which double 
dreams the learned:-have made many ob-~ 
fervations), and confidering that it had 
no dependence on his waking thoughts, 
much lefs on the defires of his heart, then 
he did more ferioufly confider it; and re- 
membered that Almighty God was pleafed 
in a dream to revéal and to aflure Monica, 
the mother of St. Auftin, “ That he, her | 
“ fon, for whom fhe wept fo bitterly, and 
*€ prayed fo much, fhould at la become a 
“ Chriftian*,” This, I believe, the good 
Dean confidered ; and sconfidering alfo 
that Almighty God (though the caufes 
of dreams be often unknown) hath even 
in thefe latter times alfo, by a certain il- 
lumination of the foul in fleep, difcévered 
many things that human wifdom could 
not forefee; upon thefe confiderations he 
refolved to @fe fo prudent a remedy by 
way of prevention, as might introduce no, 
great inconvenience either to himfelf or to 
his nephew. And to that end he wrote 
‘ to the Queen (it was Queen Mary), and 
befought her, “ That fhe would caufe his 
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nephew, Thomas Wotton, to be fent for 
© out of Kent; and that the Lords of her 
s Council might interrogate him in fome 
*fach feigned queftions, as might give 
** a colour for his commitment into a fa- 
 vourable prifon; declaring that he would 
* acquaint her Majefty with the true rea~ 
« fon of his requeft, wen he fhould next 
* become fo happy as to fee and {peak to 
her Majetty.” 

It was done as the Dean defired : and 
in prifon T muft leave Mr. Wotton, till [ 
have told the reader what followed. 

At this time a marriage was concluded 
betwixt our Queen Mary and Philip King 
of Spain ; and though this was concluded 
with the advice, if not by the perfuafion, 
of her Privy Council, as having many pro- 
babilities of advantage to this nation; yet 
divers perfons of a contrary perfuafion did 
not only declare againft it, but alfo raifed 
forcesto oppofe it; believing (as they 
faid) it would be a means to bring Eng- 
Jand to be under a fubjection to Spain, 
apd make thofe of this nation flaves to 
frangers. 
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And of this number, Sir Thomas Wyat, 
of Boxley-Abbey in Kent, (betwixt whole 
family and the family of the Wottons 
there had been an ancient and entire 
friendthip,) was the principal actor; who 
having perfuaded many of the nobility and 
gentry (efpecially of Kent) to fide with 
him, and he being defeated, and taken 
prifoner, was legally arraigned and con- 
demned, and loft his life: fo did the Duke 
of Suffolk and divers others, efpecially 
many of the gentry of Kent, who were 
there in feveral places exgcuted as Wyat’s 
affiftants. 

‘And of this number, in all probability, 
had Mr. Wotton been, if he had not been 
confined ; for though he could not be ig- 
norant that “ Another man’s treafon makes 
“ it mine by concealing it,” yet he durft 
confefs to his uncle, when he returned 
into England, and then came to vifit him 
in prifon, «That he had more than an 
“intimation of Wyat’s intentions ;” and 
thought he had not continued actually 


‘ innocent, if his uncle had not fo happily 


dreamed him into a prifon; out of which 
place 
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place when he was delivered by the fame 
hand that caufed his commitment, they 
both confidered the dream more ferioufly, 
and then both joined in praifing God for 
it; “ That God, who ties himfelf to no 
“rules, either in preventing of evil, or in 
 fhewing of mercy to thofe, whom of 
*€ good pleafure he hath chofen to love.” 
And this dream was the more confidera- 
ble, becaufe that God, who in the days of 
old did ufe to fpeak to his people in vifions, 
did feem to fpeak to many of this family 
in dreams; of which I will alfo give the 
reader one fhort particular of this Thomas 
Wotton, whofe dreams did ufually prove 
true, both in foretelling things to come, 
and difcovering things paft ; and the par- 
ticular is this.—This Thomas, a little be- 
fore his death, dreamed that the Univerfity 
Treafury was robbed by townfmen and 
poor fcholars, and that the number was 
five; and being that day to write to his 
fon Henry at Oxford, he thought it worth 
fo much pains, as by a pofifcript in his 
letter to make a flight enquiry of it. The 
letter’ (which was writ out of Kent, and 
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dated three days before) came to his fon’s 
hands the very morning after the night in 
which the robbery was committed ; and 
when the City and Univerfity were both 
in a perplexed inqueft of the thieves, then 
did Sir Henry Wotton thew his father’s 
letter, and by it fuch light was given of 
this work of darknefs, that the five guilty 
perfons were prefently difcovered and ap- 
prehended, without putting the Univerfity 
to fo much trouble as the cating of a 
figure. . . 

And it may yet be more confiderable, 
that this Nicholas and Thomas Wotton 
fhould both (being men of holy lives, of 
even tempers, and much given to fafting 
and prayer) forefee and foretel the very 
days of their own death. Nicholas did 
fo, being then feventy years of age, and 
in perfect health. Thomas did the Jike 
in the fixty-fifth year of his age; who 
being then in London (where he died), 
and forefeeing his death there, gave di- 
rection in what manner his body fhould 
be carried to Boon; and though he 
thought his uncle- Nicholas worthy of 
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that noble monument which he built for 
him in the Cathedral Church of Canter- 
bury; yet this humble man gave direc- 
tion concerning himfelf, to be buried pri- 
vately, and efpecially without any pomp 
at his funeral. 

This is fome account of this family, 
which feemed to be beloved of God. 


BUT it may now feem more than time 
that I return to Sir Henry Wotton at Ox- 
ford 5. where, after his optic leGture, he 
was taken into fuch a bofom friendfhip 
with the learned Albericus Gentilis,(whom 
1 formerly named) that, if it had been pof- 
fible, Gentilis would have breathed all his 
excellent knowledge, both of the mathe- 
matics and law, into the breaft of his dear 
Harry, for fo Gentilis ufed to call bim: 
and though he was not able to do that, 
yet there was in Sir Henry fuch a pro- 
penfity-and connaturalnefs to the Italian 
language, and thofe ftudies whereof Gen- 
tilis was a great mafter, that his friend- ~~ 
fhip between them did daily increafe, and 
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\ for the improvement of him in feveral 
{ciences during his flay in the Univerfity. 
From which place, before I fhall invite 
the reader to follow him into a foreign 
nation, though I muft omit to mention 
divers perfons that were then in Oxford, of 
memorable note for learning, and friends 
to Sir Henry Wotton; yet IT muft not 
omit the mention of a love that was there 
begun betwixt him and Dr. Donne, fome- 
time Dean of St. Paul’s; 2 man of whofe 
abilities I fhall forbear to fay any thing, 
becaufe he who is of this nation, and pre- 
tends to learning or ingenuity, and is ig- 
norant of Dr. Donne, deferves not to know 
him. The friendthip of thefe two I mutt 
not omit to mention, being fuch a friend- 
thip as was generoufly elemented; and as 
it was begun in their youth, and in an Uni- 
- verfity, and there maintained by corre- 
fpondent inclinations and ftudies, fo it latt- 
ed till age and death forced a feparation. 
In Oxford he ftayed till about two years 
~ after his father’s death; at which time 
he was about the twenty-fecond year of 
his age: and having to his great wit 
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added the ballaft of learning, and know- 
ledge of the arts, he then laid afide his 
books, and betook himfelf to the ufeful 
library of travel, and a more general con- 
verfation with mankind; employing the 
remaining part of his youth, his induftry, 
and fortune, to adorn his mind, and to 
purchafe the rich treafure of foreign know- 
ledge: of which, both for the fecrets of 
nature, the difpofitions of many nations, 
their feveral laws and languages, he was 
the poffeffor in a very large meafure ; as 
I thall faithfully make to appear, before I 
take my pen from the following narration 
of his life. 

In his travels, which was almoft nine 
years before his return into England, he 
flayed but one year in France, and moft of 
that in Geneva, where he became ac- 
quainted with Theodore Beza (then very 
aged) and with Ifaac Cafaubon, in whofe 
houley if I be rightly informed, Sir Henry 
Wotton was lodged, and there contracted 
a moft worthy friendthip with that man_ 
of rare learning and ingenuity. 

Three of the remaining eight years 

were 
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were fpent in Germany, the other five in 
Italy, (the ftage on.which God appointed 
he fhould a& a great part of his life ;) 
where both in Rome, Venice, and Flo- 
rence, he became acquainted with the 
moft’ eminent men for learning and all 
manner of arts; as pi@ure, feulpture, 
chymiftry, archite@ture, and other manual 
arts, even arts of inferior nature ; of all 
which he was a moft dear lover, anda 
mott excellent judge. 

He returned out of Italy into England 
about the thirtieth year of his age, being 
then noted by many both for his perfon 
and comportment ; for indeed he was of 
a choice fhape, tall of ftature, and of a 
moft perfuafive behaviour; which was fo 
mixed with {weet difcourfe and civilities, 
as gained him much love from all perfons 

. with whom he entered into an acquaint- 
ance. . 

And whereas he was noted in his youth 
to have a tharp wit, and apt to jeft; that, 
by time, travel, and converfation, was fo 
polithed, and made fo ufeful, that his 
company feemed to be one of the ’de- 
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lights of mankind; infomuch as Robert 
Earl of Efex (then one of the darlings of 
fortune, and in greateft favour with Queen 
Elizabeth) invited him firft into a friend- 
fhip, and, after a knowledge of his great 
abilities, to be one of his fecretaries 5 the 
other being Mr. Henry Cuffe, fometime 
of Merton College in Oxford, (and there 
alfo the acquaintance of Sir Henry Wot- 
ton in his youth,) Mr, Cuffe being then 
aman of no common note in the Univer- 
fity for his learning; nor, after his re- 
moval from that place, for the great abi- 
lities of his mind, nor indeed for the fa- 
talnefs of his end. 

Sir Henry Wotton, being now taken 
into a ferviceable friendfhip with the Earl 
of Effex, did perfonally attend his coun- 
fels and employments in two voyages at 
fea againil the Spaniards, and alfo in that 
(which was the Earl’s laft) into Tyveland ; 
that voyage, wherein he then did fo much 
provoke the Queen to anger, and worfe 
at his return into England; upon whofe 
immoveable favour the Earl had built 
eA fin ds Kise ae Conpaiaeed. hints 
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thofe undertakings, which, with the help 
of a contrary faction, fuddenly canfed his 
commitment to the Tower, 

Sir Henry Wotton - obferving this, 
though he was not of that fadtion (for the 
Earl’ followers were alfo divided into their 
feveral interefts) which encouraged the 
Far] to thofe undertakings which proved 
fo fatal to him and divers of his confe- 
deration ; yet, knowing treafon to be fo 
comprehenfive, as to take in even circum- 
flances, and out of them to make fuch po- 
fitive conclufions, as fubtly fatefmen fhall 
project, either for their revenge or fafety; 
confidering this, he thought prevention, 
by abfence out of England, a better fe. 
curity, than to fay in ft, and there plead 
his innocency ina prifon. ‘Therefore did 
he, fo foon as the Earl was apprehend- 

- ed, very quickly, and as privately, glide 

through Kent to Dover, without fo much 

as looking toward his native and beloved 

Boéton ; and was, by the help of favour- 

. able winds, and liberal payment of the 

“mariners, within fixteen hours after his 
departure from . London, fet ‘upon’ the 

La French 
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French fhore; where he heard fhortly af- 
ter, that the Earl was arraigned, con- 
demned, and beheaded; and that his 
friend Mr. Cuffe-was hanged, and divers 
other perfons of eminent quality exe- 
cuted. 
The times did not look fo favourably 
upon Sir lfenry Wotton, as to invite his 
return into England: having therefore 
procured of Sir Edward Wotton, his elder 
brother, an affurance that his annuity 
fhould be paid hin in Italy, thither he 
went, happily renewing his intermitted 
friendfhip and intereft, and indeed his 
great content ina new converfation with 
his old acquaintance in that nation, and 
more particularly in Florence, (which 
city is not more eminent for the Great 
Duke’s court, than for the great recourfe 
of men of choiceft note for learning and 
arts,) in which number he there met 
with his old friend Signior Vietta, a gen- 
tleman of Venice, and then taken to be 
fecretary to the Great Duke of Tufcany. 
After fome ftay in Florence, he went 
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the Englith college he had very many 
friends; (their hunianity made them real- 
ly fo, though they knew him to be a 
diffenter from many of their principles of 
religion;) and having enjoyed their com- 
pany, and fatisfied himfelf concerning 
fome curiofities that did partly occafion 
his journey thither, he returned back to 
Florence, where a moft notable accident 
befel him; an accident that did not on- 
ly find new employment for his choice 
abilities, but did introduce him to a 
knowledge and an intereft with our King 
James, then King of Scotland; which [ 
thall procecd to relate. 

But firft I am to tell the reader, that 
though Queen Elizabeth, or the and her 
council, were never willing to declare her 
fucceflor; yet James, then King of the 
Scots, was confidently believed by moft 
to be the man upon whom the fweet 
trouble of kingly government would be 
impofed; and the Queen declining very 
faft, both by age and vifible infirmities, 
thofe that were of the Romifh perfaafion 
in point of religion, (even Rome itfelf, and 
94 ah nf. 
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thofe of this nation,) knowing that the 
death of the Queen, ad the eftablithing 
of her fucceffor, were taken to be critical 
days for deftroying or eftablifhing the 
Proteftant religion in this nation, . did 
therefore improve all opportunities for 
preventing a Proteftant prince to fucceed 
her. And as the Pope’s excommunication 
of Queen Elizabeth had, both by the judg- 
ment and practice of the Jefuited Papitt, 
expofed her to be warrantably deftroyed; 
fo, (if we may believe an angry adverfa- 
ry, a fecular Prict* againtt a Jefuit) you 
may believe, that about that time there 
were many endeavours, firlt to excommu- 
nicate, and then to fhorten the life of 
King James. 

Immediately after Sir Henry Wotton’s 
return from Rome to Florence, (which 
was about a year before the death of 
Queen Elizabeth,) Ferdinand, the Great 
Duke of Florence, had intercepted certain 
letters, that difcovered a defign to take 
away the life of James, the then King of 


® Watfon in his Quodlibeta. 
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Scots. The Duke abhorring the fact, and 
refolving to endeavour a prevention of it, 
\ advifed with his fecretary Vietta, by what 
means a caution might be beft given to 
‘that King ; and after confideration it was 
refolved to be done by Sir Henry Wot- 
ton, whom Vietta firft commended to the 
Duke, and the Duke had noted and ap- 
proved of above all the Englifh that fre- 
quented his court. 

Sir Henry was gladly called by his 
friend Vietta to the Duke, who, after 
much profeffion of tru and friendthip, 
acquainted him with the fecret; and be- 
ing well infiruéted, difpatched him into 
Scotland with letters to the King, and 
with thofe letters fuch Italian antidotes 
againft poifon, as the Scots till then had 
been firangers to. 

Having parted from the Duke, he took 
up the name and language of an Italian ; 
and thinking it beft to avoid the line of 
Englith intelligence and danger, he poft- 
ed into Norway, and through that coun= 
try towards Scotland, where he fonad the 
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means, by Bernard Lindfey, one of the 
King’s .bedchamber, to procure him a 
ffeedy and private conference with his 


Majefty ; affuring him, “ That the bufi- ” 


“nefs which he was to negociate was of 
“fuch confequence, as had caufed the 
* Great Duke of Tufcany to enjoin him 
“ fuddeuly to leave his native country of 
“ Ttaly, to impart it to his King.” 

This being by Bernard Lindfey made 
known tothe King, the King, after a lit- 
tle wonder (mixed with jealoufy) to hear 
of an Italian anzbaflador, or meffenger, 
required his name, (which was faid to be 
Oétavio Baldi,) and appointed him to be 
heard privately at a fixed hour that even- 
ing. 

When Octavio Baldi came to the pre- 
fence-chamber door, he was requefted to 
lay afide his long rapier (which Italian- 
like he then wore); and being entered 
the chamber, he found there with the 
King three or four Scotch lords ftanding 
diftant in feveral corners of the chamber : 
at the, fight of whom he made a ftand; 
agtnich the King ohtercine. “hada him Khe 
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bold, and deliver his meflage; for he 
“ would undertake for the fecrecy of all 

\_ that were prefent.” Then did Ottavid 
‘Baldi deliver his letters and: his meflage 
to the King in Italian ; which when the 
King had gracioufly received, after a lit- 
tle paute, O&avio Baldi fteps to the table, 
and whifpers to the King in his own lan- 
guage, that he was an Englithman, be- 
feeching him for a more private confer- 
ence with his Majefty, and that he might 
be concealed during his ftay in that na- 
tion; which was promifed and really pers 
formed by the King, during all his abode 
there, which was about. three months; 
all which time was fpent with much 
pleafantnefs to the King, and with as 
much to Oétavio Baldi himfelf as that 
country could afford ; from which he de- 
parted as true an Italian as he came thi- 
ther. 

To the Duke at Florence he returned 
with a fair and grateful account of his 
employment; and within fome few months 
after his return, there came certaih,news 
to Florence, that Queen Flijzaheth «sno 
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dead ; and James King of the Scots pro- 
claimed King of Engiand. The Duke 
knowing travel and bufinefs to be the“ 
beft {chools of wifdom, and that Sir Hen- 
ry Wotton had been tutored in both, adv 
vifed him to return prefently to England, 
and there joy the King with his new and 
better title, and wait there upon fortune 
. for a better employment. 

When King James came into England, 
he found, amongti other of the late 
Queen’s officers, Sir Edward, who was, 
After Lord Wotton, Comptroller of the 
Houfe, of whom he demanded, “ If he 
“ knew one Henry Wotton, that had {pent 
‘much time in foreign travel?” The 
Lord replied, be knew him well, and that 
he was his brother. Then the King, afking 
where he then was, was anfwered, at Ve- 
nice, or Florence; but by late letters 
from thence he underftood he would fid- 
denly be at Paris. ‘* Send for him,” faid 
the King; ‘and when.he fhall come into 
“ England, bid him repair privately to. 
 me?? The Lord Wotton, after a little 
wonder, afked the King, “If he knew 
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“him?” To which the King anfwered, 
You muft reft -unfatisfied of that till 
S you bring the gentleman to me.” 

* Not many months after this difcourfe, 
the Lord Wotton brought his brother to 
attend the King, who took him in his 
arms, and bade him welcome, by the 
name of Déavis Baldi, faying, * he was 
“ the moft honeft, and therefore the beft, 
“ diflymbler that ever he met with :” 
and faid, «« Sccing I know you neither 
“ want learning, travel, nor experience, 
‘and that I have had fo real a teftimony 
“ of your faithfulnefs and abilities to ma- 
“ nage an ambaflage, I have {ent for you 
“to declare my purpofe ; which is, to 
make ufe of you in that kind here. 
“ after.” And indeed the King did fo 
moft of thofe two and twenty years of 
his reign ; but before he difmiffed O@avio 
Baldi from his prefent attendance upon 
him, he reftored him to his old name of 
Henry Wotton, by which he then knight- 
ed him. 

Not long after this, the King having 
refolved, according ta hic mnee pn 7” 
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pacifici) to have a friendfhip with his 
neighbour-kingdoms of France and Spain; 
and alfo, for divers weighty reafons, to .’ 
enter into an alliance with the ftate of 
Venice, and to that end to fend ambaffa- _ 
dors to thofe feveral places, did propofe 
the choice of thefe employments to Sir 
Henry Wotton; who, confidgring the 
fmallnefs of his own eftate, (which he ne- 
ver took care to augment,) and knowing 
the courts of great princes to be fump- 
tuous, and neceffarily expenfive, inclined 
moft to that of Venice, as being a place 
of more retirement, and beft fuiting with 
his genius, who did ever love to join with 
bufinefs, ftudy, and a trial of natural ex- 
periments; for both which, fruitful Italy, 
that darling of nature, and cherifher of all 
arts, is fo juftly famed in all parts of the 
Chriftian world. 

Sir Henry having, after fome fhort time 
and confideration, refolved upon Venice, 
and a large allowance being appointed by 
the King for his voyage thither, and a 
fettled maintenance during his ftay there, 
he left England, nobly accompanied 
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through France to Venice, by gentlemen 
of the bett families and breeding that this 
nation. afforded : they were too many to 
name; but thefe two, for the following 
reafons, may not be omitted. Sir Albertus 
Morton, his nephew, who went his fe- 
cretary; and William Bedel, a man of 
choice learning, ,and fan@ified wifdom, 
who went his chaplain. And though his 
dear friend Dr. Donne (then a private 
gentleman) was not one of the number 
that did perfonally accompany him in thig 
voyage, yet the reading of this follow- 
ing letter, fent by him to Sir Henry 
Wotton, ‘the morning before he left Eng- 
land, may teftify he wanted not his 
friend’s beft withes to attend him. 


—_— 


SIR, 


Arrer thofe reverend papers, whofe foul is 

Our good and great King's lov’d hand and fear’d name: 
By which to you he derives much of his, 

And how he may makes you almoft the fame 5 


A taper of his torch; a copy writ XK 
From his original, and a fair beam 
of 
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Of the fame warm and dazzling fun, though it 
Muft in another fphere his virtue fircam: 


After thofe learned papers, which your hand 

Hath ftor’d with notes of ufe and pleafure too; 
From which rich treafury you may command 

Fit matter whether you will write or do: 


After thofe loving papers which friends fend 
With giad grief to your feaward-Steps 





farewell, 
And thicken on you now as prayers afcend 
To heaven on troops at a good mins paffing-bell : 


Admit this honeft paper; and allow 

N fuch an audience as yourfelé would afk 5 
What you would fay at Venice this fays now, 
And has for nature wht you have for tafk. 


To fwear much love; nor to be chang’d before 
Honour alone will to your fortune fit ; 

Nor fhall ] then honour your fortune more, 
Than 1 have done your honour-wanting wit. 


But ‘tis an eafier load {though both opprefs) 
To want, than govern greatnefs ; for we are 
In that our own and only bufinefs 5 

In this we muft for others’ vices care. 


°Tis therefore well your fpirits now are plac’d 

In their laft furnace, in a€tivity, 

Which fits them ; fchoois, and courts, and wars o’er-paft 
To touch-and tafte in any beft degree. 
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For me! (if there be fuch a thing as I) 

Fortune (if there be fuch a thing as the) 

Finds that I bear fo wel} her tyranny, 

That the thinks nothing cife fo fit for me, 


But though the part us, to hear my oft pravers 
For your increate, God is as near me here: 
And, to fend you what I thall beg, his fairs 
In tength and eafe are alike every where, 

‘ J. DONNE. 


. 
—_—_ 





Sir Henry Wotton was received by the 
ftate of Venice with much honour and 
gladnefs, both for that he delivered his 
ambailage moft elegantly in the Italian 

“language, and came alfo in fach a junc- 
ture of time, as his matfter’s friendthip 
fecmed ufeful for that republic. The time 
of his coming thither was about the year 
1604, Leonardo Donato being then Duke; 
a wife and refolved man, and to all pur- 
pofes {uch (Sir Henry Wotten would 
often fay it) as the ftate of Venice could 
not then have wanted; there having been 
formerly, in the time of Pope Clement 
the cighth, fome contefts about the privi- 
leges of churchmen, and the power of 

the 


the civil magiftrate ; of which, for the 
information of common readers, I fhall 
fay alittle, becaufe it may give light to 
fome paflages that follow. 

About the year 1603, the republic of 
Venice made feveral injunétions againft 
lay-perfons giving lands or goods to the 
church, without licence from the civil 
magi(trate; and in that inhibition they 
expreffed thcir reafons to be, “ For that 
“when any goods or Jand once came 
“into the hands of the ecclefiaftics, it 
« was not fubjeét to alienation; by reafon 
« whereof (the tay-people being at their 
«death charitable even to excefs) the~ 
« clergy grew every day more numerous, 
“and pretended an exemption from all 
* public fervice and taxes, and from all 
“ fecular judgment ; fo that the burden 
«* grew thereby too heavy to be borne by 
the laity.” 

Another occafion of difference was, that 
about this time complaints were juftly 
made by the Venetians againft two cler~ 
gymen, the Abbot of Nervela, and a Ca~ 
non of Vicenza, for committing fuch fins 

as 
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as I think not fit to name: nor are thefe 
mentioned with an intent to fix a feandal 
upon any calling ; for holinefs is not tied 
to ecclefiaftical orders, and Italy is ob- 
ferved to breed the moft virtuous and 
mot vicious men of any nation. Thefe 
two having been long complained of at 
Rome in the name of the ftate of Venice, 
and no fatisfagtion being given to the 
Venetians, they feized the perfons of this 
Abbot and Canon, and committed them 
to prifon. 

The juftice or injuftige of fuch or the 
like power, then ufed by the Venetians, 
had formerly had fome calm debates be- 
twixt the former Pope Clement the eighth 
and that republic: I fay, calm, for he did 
not excommunicate them ; confidering, 
as I conceive, that in the late council of 
Trent it was at laft, (after many politic 
difturbances and delays, and endeavours 
to preferve the Pope’s prefent power,) in 
order to a general reformation of thofe 
many errors, which were in time crept 
into the church, declared by that council, 
* That though difcipline and efpecial ex- 

VOL. I. M © com- 
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«communication be one of the chief fi- 
“news of church-government, and in- 
« tended to keep men in obedience to it; 
“ for which end it was declared to be 
“ very profitable: yet it was alfo de- 
“ glared, and advifed to be ufed with 
« great fobriety and care, becaufe expe- 
“ rience had informed them, that when it 
« was pronounced unadvifedly or rafhly, 
« it became more contemned than fear- 
“ed.” And, though this was the advice 
of that council at the conclufion of it, 
which was not many years before this 
quarrel with the Venetians ; yet this pru- 
dent, patient Pope Clement dying, Pope 
Paul the fifth, who fucceeded him, (though 
not immediately, yet in the fame year,) 
being a man of a much hotter temper, 
brought this difference with the Vene- 
tians to a much higher contention ; ob- 
jedting thofe late acts of that ftate to be 
a diminution of his juft pow&r, and limit 
ed a time of twenty-four days for their 
revocation ; threatening, if he were not 
obeyed, to proceed tothe excommunication 
of the republic, who ftill offered to thew 

hoth 
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both reafon and ancient cuftom to war- 
rant their aGtions..- But this Pope, con- 
trary to his predeceffor’s moderation, re- 
quired abfolute obedience without dif- 
putes. 

Thus it continued for about a year, the 
Pope {till threatening excommunication, 
and the Venetians fill anfwering him 
with fair fpeeches, and no compliance ; 
till at laft the Pope's zeal to the Apoftolic 
fee did make him to excommunicate the 
Duke, the whole fenate, and all their do- 
minions, and, that done, to thut up all 


. their churches; charging the whole cler- 


NX 


gy to forbear all facred offices to the Ve- 
netians, till their obedience fhould render 
them capable of abfolution. 

But this aa of the Pope’s did but the 
more confirm the Venetians in their re- 


: folution not to obey him: and to that 


end, upon the hearing of the Pope’s in- 
terdiét, they prefently publithed, by found 
of trumpet, a prodamation to this efe@ : 

“That whofoever hath received fron® 


“#© Rome any copy of a papal interdié, 
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“ publifhed there, as well againft the law 
“ of God, as againft. the honour of this 
“ nation, fhall prefently render it to the 
“ Council of Ten, upon pain of death. 
«© And made it lofs of eftate and nobility, 
but to fpeak in the behalf of the Je- 
$6 {uits.” 

Then was Duado. their ambaffador 
called home from Rome, and the inquifi- 
tion prefently fufpended by order of the 
ftate; and the flood-gates being thus fet 
open, any man that had a pleafant or 
feotfing wit, might fafely vent it againft 
the Pope, either by free fpeaking, or by_ 
libels in print; and both became very 
pleafant to the people. 

Matters thus heightened, the ftate ad- 
vifed with father Paul, a holy and learned 
friar, (the author of the Hiftory of the 
Council of Trent,) whofe advice was, 
“‘ Neither to provoke the Pope, nor lofe 
“ their own right: he declaring pub- 
licly in print, in the name of the ftate, 
%«. That the Pope was trufted to keep two 
« kews, one of prudence, and the other of 

6 Zoqwer: 
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“ power : and that, if they were not both 
* ufed together, power alone is not ef- 
© fe&ual in an excommunication.” 

And thus thefe difcontents and oppofi- 
tions, continued, till a report was blown 
abroad, that the Venetians were all turn- 
ed Proteftants; which was believed by 
many, for that it was obferved that 
the Englith ambaflador was fo often 
in conference with the fenate, and his 
chaplain Mr. Bedel more often with fa- 
ther Paul, whom the people did not take 
to be his friend: and alfo, for that the 
republic of Venice was known to give 
“ commiffion to Gregory Juftiniano, then 

their ambaffador in England, to make all 

thefe proceedings known to the King of 

England, and to crave a promife of his 

affiftance, if need fhould require: and in 
’ the mean time they required the King’s 

advice and judgment; which was the 
fame that he gave to Pope Clement, at 
his firft coming to the crown of England; 

(that Pope then moving him to an union 

with the Roman church ;) namely, To 

* endeavour the calling of a free mec} 
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© for the fettlement of peace in Chriften- 
“dom; and that he. doubted not but 
that the French King, and divers other 
* princes, would join to affift in fo good a 
* work ; and, in the mean time, the. fin 
* of this breach, both with his and the 
Venetian dominions, muft of neceffity 
*€ Jie at the Pope’s door.” 

In this contention (which lafted almoft 
two years) the Pope grew ftill higher, 
and the Venetians more and more re- 
folved and carelets ; fill acquainting King 
James with theis proceedings, which was 
done by the help of Sir Henry Wotton, . 
Mr. Bedel, and Padre Paulo, whom the 
Venetians did then call to be one of their 
confulters of fiate, and with his pen to 
defend their juft caufe: which was by 
him fo performed, that the Pope faw 
plainly he had weakened his power by 
exceeding it, and offered the Venetians 
abfolution upon very eafy terms ; which 
the Venetians fill flighting, did at laf 
obtain by that which was fearce fo much 
as a thew of acknowledging it: for they 
made an order, that in that day in which 

they 
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they were abfolved, there fhould be no 
public rejoicing, mor any bonfires that 
night, left the common people might 
judge, that they defired an abfolution, or 
were abfolved for committing a fault. 

Thefe contefts were the occafion of 
Padre Paulo’s knowledge and_intereft 
with King James; for whofe fake princi- 
pally Padre Paulo compiled that eminent 
hiftory of the remarkable council of 
Trent ; which hiflory was, as faft as it 
was written, fent in feveral fheets in let- 
ters by Sir Henry Wojton, Mr. Bedel, 
and others, unto King James, and the 
then Bithop of Canterbury, into England, 
and there firft made public, both in Englith 
and in the univerfal language. 

For eight years after Sir Henry Wot- 
ton’s going into Italy, he ftood fair and 
highly valued in the King’s opinion; but 
at laft became much clouded by an acci- 
dent, which I hall proceed to relate. 

At his firft going ambaffador into Italy, 
as he pailed through Germany, he ftayed 
fome days at Augutta, where having been 

M4 in 
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in his former travels well known by 
many of the beft note for learning and in- 
genioufnefs, (thofe that are efteemed the 
virtuofi of that nation,) with whom he 
paffing an evening in merriments, was 
requefted by Chriftlopher Flecamore to 
write fome fentence in his Albo ; (a book 
of white paper, which: for that purpofe 
many of the German gentry ufually carry 
about them:) and Sir Henry Wotton con- 
fenting to the motion, took an occafion, 
from fome accidental difcourfe of the pre- 
fent company, ta write a plealant defi- 
nition of an ambaflador in thefe very 
words : 


* Legatus eft vir bonus peregré miffus ad mentiens 
« dum reipublice cauli." 


Which Sir Henry Wotton could have 
been content fhould have been thus Eng- 
lithed : 


«An ambaffador is an honeft man, fent to fie abroad 
“€ for the good of his country.” 


But the word for lie (being the hinge 
upon which the conceit was to turn) was 
not fo exprefled in Latin, as would admit 
(in the. hands of an enemy efpecially) fo 

fair 
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fair a conftru@tion as Sir Henry thought 
in Englith. Yet as it was, it flept quietly 
among other fentences in this Albo, al-~ 
moft eight years, till by accident it fell 
into the hands of Jafper Scioppius, a Ro-~ 
manift, a man of a refilefs fpirit and a 
malicious pen; who, with books againtt 
King James, prints this as a principle of 
that religion profefled by the King, and 
his ambaffador Sir Henry Wotton, then 
at Venice; and in Venice it was prefently 
after written in feveral glafs-windows, 
and fpitefully declared to be Sir Henry 
Wotton’s. 

This coming to the knowledge of 
King James, he apprehended it to be 
fuch an overfight, fuch a weaknefs, or 
worfe, in Sir Henry Wotton, as caufed 
the King to exprefs much wrath againft 
him: and this caufed Sir Henry Wotton 
to write two Apologies, one to Velferus 
(one of the chiefs of Augufta) in the uni- 
verfal language, which he caufed to be 
printed, and given and fcattered in the 
moft remarkable places botl? of Germany. 
and Italy, as an antidote againft the ve- 
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nomous books of Scioppius ; and another 
Apology to King James ; which were 
both fo ingenious, fo clear, and fo choicely 
eloquent, that his Majcfty (who was a 
pure judge of it) could not forbear, at 
the receipt thereof, to declare publicly, 
That Sir Henry Wotton had commuted 
« fufficiently for a greater offence.” 

And now, as broken bones well fet 
become ftronger, fo Sir Henry Wotton 
did not only recover, but was much more 
confirmed in his Majefty’s cftimation and 
favour than formerly he had been. 

And as that man of great wit and ufe- 
ful fancy (his friend Dr. Donne) gave ina 
will of his (a will of conccits) his reputa- 
tion to his friends, and his induftry to his 
foes, becaufe from thence he received 
both; fo thofe friends, that in’ this time 
of trial Jaboured to excufe this facetious 
freedom of Sir Henry Wotton’s, were to 
him more dear, and by him more highly 
valued: and thofe acquaintance, that 
urged this as an advantage againft him, 
caufed -him by this error to grow both 
more wile, and (which is the beft fruit 

error 
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error can bring forth) for the future to 
become more induftrioufly watchful over 
his tongue and pen. 

Thave told you a part of his employ- 
ment in Italy; where, notwithftanding the 
death of his favourer, the Duke Leonardo 
Donato, who had an undiffembled affec- 
tion for him, andthe malicious accufation 
of Scioppius, yet his intereft {as though 
it had been an intailed Jove) was ftill found 
to live and increafe in all the fucceeding 
dukes, during his employment to that 
ftate, which was almoft twenty years ; all 
which time he ftudicd the difpofitions of 
thofe dukes, and the other confulters of 
fate; well knowing that he who nego- 
ciates a continued bufinefs, and neglects 
the ftudy of difpofitions, ufually fails in his 
propofed ends. But in this Sir Henry 
Wotton did not fail; for by a fine forting 
of fit prefents, curious and not cofily en- 
tertainments, always fweetened by vari- 
ous and pleafant difcourfe—with which, 
and his choice application of ftories, and 
his elegant delivery of all thefe, even in 
their Italian language, he firk got. and 
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ftill preferved, fuch intereft in the flate of 
Venice, that it was obferved (fuch was 
either his merit or his modefty) they 
never denied him any requeft. 

Bat all this fhews but his abilities, 
and his fitnefs for that employment: it — 
will therefore be needful to tell the reader, 
what ufe he made of the intereft which 
thefe procured him: and that indeed 
was, rather to oblige others than to enrich 
himfelf; he {till endeavouring that the 
reputation of the Englifth might be main- 
tained, both in the German empire and 
in Italy ; where many gentlemen, whom 
travel had invited into that nation, re- 
ceived from him cheerful entertainments, 
advice for their behavidur, and by his in- 
tereft fhelter or deliverance from thofe 
accidental ftorms of adverfity which ufu- 
ally attend upon travel. 

And becaufe thefe things may appear 
to the reader to be but generals, I thall 
acquaint him with two particular exam- 
ples; one of his merciful difpofition, and 
one of the noblencfs of his mind; which 
fhall follow. 

There 


se 
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There had been many Englith foldiers 
brought by commanders of their own 
country, to ferve the Venetians for pay 
againft the Turk: and thofe Englifh 
having by irregularities, or improvidence, 
brought themfelves into feveral galleys 
and prifons, Sir Henry Wotton became a 
petitioner to that, ftate for their lives and 
enlargement ; and his requeft was grant- 
ed: fo that thofe (which were many 
hundreds, and there made the fad ex. 
amples of human mifery, by hard impri- 
fonment and unpitied pgverty in a ftrange 
nation) were by his means releafed, re- 
lieved, and in a comfortable condition 
fent to thank God and him for their lives 
and liberty in their own country. 

And this I have obferved as one tefti- 
mony of the compaffionate nature of him, 
who was, during his flay in thofe parts, 
48 a city of refuge for the diftreffed of 
this and other nations. 

And for that which I offer as a tefti- 
mony of the noblenefs of his mind, I fhall 
make way to the reader’s clearer under- 
landing of it, by telling him, that, befide 
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feveral other foreign employments, Sir 
Henry Wotton was fent thrice ambaf- 
fador to the republic of Venice. And at 
his laft going thither, he was employed 
ambaffador to feveral of the German 
princes, and more particularly to the Em- 
peror Ferdinando the fecond; and that 
his employment to him, and thofe princes, 
was to incline them to equitable condi- 
tions for the reftoration of the Queen of 
Bohemia, and her defcendants, to their 
patrimotial inheritance of the Palatinate. 
This was, by hjs eight months’ conftant 
endeavours and attendance upon the Em- 
peror, his court, and council, brought to 
a probability of a fuccefsful conclufion, 
without bloodthed. But there were at 
that time two oppofite armies in the field; 
and as they were treating, there was a 
battle fought, in the managery whereof 
there were fo many miferable errors on the 
one fide, (fo Sir Henry Wotton expreffes 
it in a difpatch to the King) and fo ad- 
yantageous events to the Emperor, as put 
an end to all prefent hopes of a fuccefsful 
treaty ; fo that Sir Henry, feeing the face 
a tol 
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of peace altered by that vidtory, prepared 
for a removal from that Court 3; and at his 
departure from the Emperor, was fo bold 
as to remember him, “ That the events 
“of every battle move on the unfeen 
“wheels of Fortune, which are this 
moment up, and down the next; and 
* therefore humbly advifed him to ufe 
© his victory fo foberly, as Rill to put on 
“thoughts of peace.” Which advice, 
though it feemed to be fpoken with fome 
paffion, (his dear miftrefs the Queen of 
Bohemia being concerned in it) was yet 
taken in good part by the Emperor ; who 
replied, That he would confider his ad. 
“vice. And though he looked on the 
“ King his mafter as an abettor of his 
“‘enemy, the Paulfgrave; yet for Sir 
“* Henry himfelf, his behaviour had been 
. fuch during the manage of the treaty, 
“that he took him to be a perfon of 
© much, honour and merit ; and did there- 
“ fore defire him to accept of that jewel, 
“as a teftimony of his good opinion of 
“him :” which was a jewel of diamonds 
faf more value than a thoufand pounds, 
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-This jewel was received with’ all out- 
_ward circumftances and terms: of honoyr 
»by Sir Henry Wotton. Busthe next 
Morning, at his departing from. Vienna, 
he, at his taking leave of the Countefs 
of Sabrina, (an Italian lady, in whofe: 
houfe the Empgror had appointed him to 
be Jodged, and honourably entertain- 
ed) “ acknowledged her merits, and be- 
« fought her to accept of that jewel, as a 
- « tetimony of his gratitude for her civi- 
“ lities 5” prefenting her with the fame 
that was given him by the Emperor : 
which being “fuddenly difcovered, and 
told to the Emperor, was. by him taken 
for a high affront, and Sir Henry Wot- 
ton told fo by a meffenger. To which he 

replied, “ That though he received it 
«“ with thankfulnefs, yet he found in him- 
« {elf an indifpofition to. be the better for 
“any gift that camé from an enemy to 
“ his royal miftrefs; the Queen of. Bohe 
“ miay’’ for fo the was pees he hang 
always call her. 

_ . Many other of his fervices t to lite Prinoe 
: and this nation might ,be infifted upon 


asy 
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yas; namely, his procurations’ of privi- 
“déges and courtefies‘ with the German 
‘princes, and the republic of Venice, for 
‘the Englith merchants; and what he did 
py direétion of King James with the Ve- 
hetian State, concerning the Bifhop of 
“Bpalato’s return to the Church of Rome. 
But for the particulars of thefe, and many 
‘more that=I meant to make known, I 
want a view of fome papers that might 
inform me, (his late Majefty’s: letter-of- 
fice having now fuffered a ftrange aliena= 
tion,) and indeed I want time too; for the 
printer’s prefs ftays for what is written: 
fo that I muft hafte to’ bring Sir Henry 
Wotton in an infant from Venice to Lon 
don, leaving the reader.to make up what 
is defective in this place, by the fmall 
‘ fupplement of the infcription ander his 
- arms, which he left at all thofe houfes 
* where ‘he refted, or lodged, when he re-. - 
‘yrned from his Jaftembaffy into Eng-: 
landi- . toe Oe + : 
,  Henricus Wottonius Anglo-Cantia- 
; “nus, Thome optimi viri filius natu mini-. 
, “mus, a fereniffime Jacobo I. Mag. Brit, - 
ee iL, “ON #“ Rege,: - 
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“ Rege, in equeftrem titulum adfcitus, 
* ejufdemque ter ad rempublicam Vene- 
tam Legatus Ordinarius, femel ad con- 
© foederatarum Provinciarum Ordines in 
« Juliacenfi negotio. Bis ad Carolum 
« Emanucl, Sabaudie Ducem ; fentel ad 
* unitos fuperioris Germanie Principes in 
« Conventu Heilbrunenfi, poftremo ad 
« Archiducem Leopoldum, Ducem Wit- 
“© tembergenfem, Civitates imperiales, Ar- 
‘ gentinam, Ulmamque, et ipfum Roma- 
¢ norum Imperatorem Ferdinandum fe- 
 cundum, Legatus Extraordinarius, tan- 
& dem hoe didicit, 


« Animas fieri fapientiores quiefcendo.” 


To London he came the year before 
King James died ; who having, for the 
reward of his foreign fervice, promifed 
him the reverfion of an office, which was 
fit to be turned into prefent money, which 
he wanted, for a fupply of his prefent ne- 
ceffities ; and alfo granted him the rever- 
fion of the Mafter of the Rolls place, if. 
he outlived charitable ‘Sir Julius Czefar, 


who then poffeffed it, and then grown fo 
aq 
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old, that he was faid to be kept alive be- 
yond nature’s caurfe, by the prayers of 
thofe many poor which he daily re- 
lieved, 

But thefe were but in hope ; and his 
condition required a prefent fupport : for 
in the beginning of thefe employments 
he fold to his elder brother, the Lord 
Wotton, the rent-charge lett by his good 
father ; and (which is worfe) was now at 
his return indebted to feveral perfons, 
whom he was not able to fatisfy, but by 
the King’s payment of,his arrears, due 
for his foreign employments. He had 
brought into England many fervants, of 
which fome were German and Italian 
artifts: this was part of his condition, 
who had many times hardly fufficient 
to fupply the occafions of the day: for 
it may by no means be {aid of his provi- 
dence,as himfelf faid of Sir Philip Sidney’s 
rit, “That it was the very ineafure of 
“-¢ongruity,” he being always fo care- 
lefs of money, ag though our Saviour’s 
words, “ Care not for to-morrow,” were 
to be literally underftood. 

N@ i Bort 
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But it pleafed the God of providence, 
that in this junéture of time the Provoft- 
thip of his Majefty’s College of Eton be- 
came void by the death of Mr. Thomas 
Murray, for which there were (as the 
place deferved) many earneft and power- 
ful fuitors to the King. And Sir Henry, 
who had for many years (like Sifyphus) 
rolled the retilefs ftone of a ftate-employ- 
ment, knowing experimentally that the 
great bleffing of {weet content was not to 
be found in multitudes of men or bufi- 
nefs, and that a college was the fitteft 
place to nourith holy thoughts, and to 
afford reft both to his body and mind, 
which his age (being now almoft three- 
feore years) feemed to require, did there- 
fore «ule his own, and the intereft of all 
his friends, to procure tliat place. By 
which means, aud quitting the King of 
his promifed reverfionary offices, and a 
piece of honeft policy, (which I have not. 
time to relate,) he got a grant of it from 
his Majefty. 

_ And this was a fair fatisfa@tion to his 
mind: but money was wanting to furnifh 
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him with thofe neceffaries which attend 
removes, and a fettlement in fuch a place; 
and, to procure that, he wrote to his old 
friend Mr. Nicholas Pey, for his affift- 
ance. Of which Nicholas Pey I fhall 
here fay a little, for the clearing of fome 
paffages that I hall mention hereafter. 

He was in his youth a clerk, or in 
fome fuch way a fervant to the Lord Wot- 
ton, Sir Henry’s brother; and by him, 
when he was Comptroller of the King’s 
houthold, was made a great officer in his 
Majefty’s houfe. This and other favours 
being conferred upon Mr. Pey (in whom 
there was a radical honefiy) were always 
thankfully acknowledged by him, and 
-his gratitude exprefled by a willing and 
unwearied ferviccablenefs to that family 
even till his death. To him Sir Henry 
Wotton wrote, to ufe all his intereft at _ 
Court, to procure five hundred pounds of 
’ bis arrears, (for lefs would not fettle him 
in the college); and the want of fuch a 
fum “ wrinkled his face with care ;”” 
(twas his own expreffion,) and, that me- 
ney being procured, he fhould the nest 
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day after find him in his college, and 
«© Invidie remedium” writ over his ftudy 
door. 

This money, being part of his arrears, 
was, by his own and the help of hone& 
Nicholas Pey’s intereft in Court, guickly 
procured him, and he as quickly in the 
college; the place where indeed his hap- 
pinefs then feemed to have its begin- 
ning; the college being to his mind as a 
quiet harbour to a fea-faring man after a 
tempeftuous voyage ; where, by the boun- 
ty of the pious founder, his very food and 
raiment were plentifully provided for him 
in kind, and more money than enough ; 
where he was freed from all corroding 
cares, and feated on {uch a rock, as the 
waves of want could not probably fhake ; 
where he might fit in a calin, and, look~ 
ing down, bchold the bufy multitude tur- 
moiled and toffed in a tempeftuous fea of 
trouble and dangers ; and (as Sir William ~ 
Davenant has happily.exprefled the like , 
of another perfon) ‘ 


;.“ Laugh at the graver bufinefs of the State, 
2 “ Which (peaks men rather wife than fortunate.” 
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Being thus fettled according to the 
defires of his heart’ his firft ftudy was the 
ftatutes of the college; by which he 
conceived himfelf bound to enter into 
holy, orders, which he did, being made 
deacon with all convenient {peed. Shortly 
after which time, as he came in his fur- 
plice from the church -fervice, an old 
friend, a perfon of quality, met him fo at- 
tired, and joyed him of his new habit. To 
whom Sir Henry Wotton replied, “ I thank 
“God and the King, by whofe goodnefs 
“I now am in this corsdition ; a condi- 
“tion which that Emperor Charles the 
fifth feemed to approve; who, after fo 
“many remarkable viGtories, when his 
“ glory was great in the eyes of all men, 
“ freely gave up his crown, and the many 
“ cares that attended it, to Philip his fon, 
“ making a holy retreat to a cloifteral 
“ life, where he might, by devout medi- 

Nec tations, confult with God,” which the 
rich or bufy men feldom do; “ and have 
“Jeifure both to examine the errors of 
“his life paft, and prepare for that great 
day, wherein al] feth mi mek. . : 
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* count of their a€tions: and after a kind 
“ of tempeftuous life, I now have the 
“like advantage from him, that makes 
* the outgoings of the morning tu praife 
“ bim; even from my God, whom I daily 
“‘ magnify for this particular mercy of 
“an exemption from bufinefs, a quiet 
© mind, and a liberal maintenance, even 
“in this part of my life, when my age 
* and infirmities feem to found me a re- 
“treat from the pleafures of this world, 
“and invite me to contemplation, in 
« which I have-ever taken the greateft 
“ felicity.” 

And. now to fpeak a little of the em- 
ployment of his time in the college. After 
bis cuftomary public devotions, his ufe 
was-to retire into his fludy, and there to 
fpend fome hours in reading the Bible, 
and authors in divinity, clofing up his 
meditations with private prayer. This 
was, for the moft part, his employment 
in the forenoon. But when he was once + 
fat to dinner, then nothing but cheerful 
thoughts poffeffed his mind, and thofe 


fill increafed by conftant company at his 
antain: 
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table, of fuch perfons as brought thither 
additions both of léarning and pleafure : 
but fome part of moft days was ufually 
fpent in philofophical conclufions. Nor 
did he forget his innate pleafure of an- 
gling, which he would ufually call, « his 
“idle time not idly fpent;” faying often, he 
would rather live five May months than 
forty Decembers. 

He was a great lover of his neighbours, 
and a bountiful entertainer of them very 
often at his table, where his meat was 
choice, and his difcourferbetter. 

He was a conftant cherifher of all thofe 
youths in that fchool, in whom he found 
either a conftant diligence, or a gening 
that prompted them to learning, 3. fee 
whofe encouragement he was (befide 
many other things of neceffity and beau- 
ty) at the charge of fetting up in it two 
rows of pillars, on which he caufed to be 
choicely drawn the piétures of divers of 
the moft famous Greek and Latin hifto- 
rians, poets, and orators; perfuading them 
not to neglect rhetoric, becaufe Almighgy 
28 Bee Pee ee es ee ee 3 
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wrought upon: and he would often fay, 
« That none defpifed eloquence, but fuch 
« dull fouls as were not capable of it.’” 
He would alfo often make choice of fome 
obfervations out of thofe hiftorians and 
poets ; and would never leave the {chool, 
without dropping fome choice Greek or 
Latin apophthegm or fentence, that might 
be worthy of a room in the memory ofa 
growing {cholar. 

He was pleafed conftantly to breed up 
one or more hopeful youths, which he 
picked out of the fchool, and took into 
his own domeftic care, and to attend him 
at his meals ; out of whofe difcourfe and 
behaviour he gathered obfervations for 
tHe. better completing of his intended 
work of education: of which, by his ftill 
ftriving to make the whole better, he 
lived to leave but part to pofterity. 

He was a great enemy to wrangling 
difputes of religion ; concerning which I : 
fhall fay a little, both to teftify that, and 
to thew the readinefs of his wit. 

3, Having at his being in Rome made ac- 
quaintance with a pleafant prieft, who in- 
vited 
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vited him one evening to hear their vef- 
per mufic at church’; the prieft feeing Sir 
Henry ftand obfcurely in a corner, fends 
to him by a boy of the choir this quef- 
tion, writ in a fmall piece of paper: 
“€ Where was your religion to Be found 
“ before Luther ?”” To which queftion Sir 
Henry prefently inderwrit, « My reli- 
“ gion was to be found then, where 
yours is not to be found now, in, the 
© written word of God.” 

The next vefper, Sir Henry went pur- 
pofely to the fame churth, and fent one 
of the choir-boys with this queftion to 
his honeft, pleafant friend, the prieft : 
** Do you believe all thofe many thou- 
“fands of poor Chriftians were damned: 
“* that were excommunicated becaufe‘the 
** Pope and the Duke of Venice could 
“not agree about their temporal power?”? 
“even thofe poor Chriftians that knew 

ae not why they quarrelled. Speak your 
© confeience.” To which he underwrit 
; in French, ‘ Monfieur, excufez-moi.”’ 

To one that afked him, « Whether # 

“ Papift may be faved?” he replied, * You* 
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“may be faved without knowing that. 
* Look to yourfelf.”’ - 

To another, whofe earneftnefs exceeded 
his knowledge, and was ftill railing againft 
the Papifts, he gave this advice: “ Pray, 
Sir, forbear till you have findied the 
« points better ; for the wife Italians have 
“ this proverb: He that underflands amifs 
“concludes worfe. And take heed of 
* thinking, the farther you go from the 
¢¢ church of Rome, the nearer you arc to 
* God.” 

And to another, that fpake indifereet 
and bitter words againft Arminius, 1 heard 
him reply to this purpole : 

“In my travel towards Venice, as I 
W“paffed through Germany, | refted alinoft 
ee a year at Leyden, where | entered into 
an acquaintance with Arminius, (then 
€ the Profeffor of Divinity in that Uni- 
* yerfity,) a man much talked of in this 
¥6 age, which is made up of oppofition 
« and eontroverfy. And indeed, if 1] mif- 
“take not Arminius in his expreffions, “ 
M-(as fo weak a brain as mine is may 
-& eafily do,) then I know I differ from 

«him 
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“him in fome points: yet I profefs my 
‘judgment of him to be, that he was a 
“man of moft rare learning, and I knew 
“him to be of a moft ftri&t life, and of a 
“© moft meek fpirit. And that he was fo 
‘* mild appears by his propofals to our 
“ Mafter Perkins of Cambridge, from 
“ whofe book, ‘Of the Order and Caufes 
“ af Salvation’ (which was firft writ in 
“ Latin) Arminius took the occafion of 
“ writing fome queries to him concern- 
“ing the confequence of his’ doétrine 
“intending them, it is {id, to come pri- 
“vately to Mr. Perkins’s own hands, 
“and to receive from him a like private 
and a like loving anfwer. But Mr. : 
© Perkins died before thofe queries came 
* to him; and it is thought Arminius 
“meant them to die with him: for 
“ though he lived long after, I have 
“heard he forbore to publith them: but 
» fince his death his fons did not. And it 
“is a pity, if God had been fo pleafed, 
“that Mr. Perkins did not live to fee, 
“ confider, and anfwer thofe propofaly 
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“ fpirit, and of great and fan@ified learn- 
“ing. And though, fince their deaths, 
*« many of high parts and piety have un- 
© dertaken to clear the controverfy 5 yet 
“for the moft part they have rather fa- 
“ tisfied themfelves, than convinced the 
« diffenting party. And, doubtlefs, many 
 middle-witted men, which yet may 
“‘ mean well, many fcholars that are not 
* in the higheft form for learning, which 
yet may preach well, men that are but 
“ preachers, and fhall never know, till 
they come to,heaven, where the quef- 
* tions flick betwixt Arminius and the 
“ Church of England, (if there be any,) 
will yet in this world be tampering 
“with, and thereby perplexing the con- 
“troverfy, and do therefore juftly fall 
“* under the reproof of St. Jude, for be- 
“ ing bufy-bodies, and for meddling with 
things they underftand not.” 


And here it offers itfelf (1 think not’ 


unfitly) to tell the reader, that a friend of 
Sir Henry Wotton’s, being defigned for 
she employment of an ambaflador, came 
to Eton, and requefted from him fome 

experi- 
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experimental rules for his prudent and 
fafe carriage in his negociations : to whom 
he fmilingly gave this for an infallible 
aphorifm ; “ That, to be in fafety himfelf, 
“and ferviceable to his country, he 
“ thould always, and upon all occafions, 
“ fpeak the truth.” It feems a Rate-pa- 
radox: For,” fays Sir Henry Wotton, 
* you fhall never be believed; and by 
* this means your truth will fecure yours 
“ felf, if you fhall ever be called to any 
‘account ; and it will alfo put your ad- 
“ verfaries (who will fill hunt counter) 
“to a lofs in all their difquifitions and 
* undertakings,” 

Many more of this nature might be 
obferved; but they muft be laid afide: 
for I thall here make a little ftop, and in- 
vite the reader to look back with me, 
whilft, according to my promife, I fhall 
fay a little of Sir Albertus Morton and 

yMr, William Bedel, whom I formerly 

} mentioned. 

2 1 have told you that are my reader, 

; that at Sir Henry Wotton’s firft going 
ambaffador into Italy, his coufin, Sir Ak 
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bertus Morton, went his fecretary: and I 
am next to tell you, that Sir Albertus died 
fecretary of ftate to our late King; but 
cannot, am not able’to exprefs the forrow 
that poffeffed Sir [lenry Wotton, at his firft 
hearing the news that Sir Albertus was 
by death Joft to him and this world, And 
yet the reader may partly guefs by thefe 
following exprdgions : the firft in a letter 
to his Nicholas Pey, of which this that 
followeth is a part. 

«« ——And, my dear Nick, when T had 
“been here almoft a fortnight, in the 
« midft of my great contentment, I receive 
« ed notice of Sir Albertus Morton’s depar- 
« ture out of this world, who was dearer 
“to me than mine own being in it, 
«What a wound it is to my heart, you 
«that knew him, and know me, will 
« eafily believe: but our Creator’s will 
« muft be done, and unrepiningly receiv- 
“ed by his own creatures, who is the 
« Lord of all nature and of all fortune, 
« when he taketh to himfelf now one, 
“and then another, till that expected 
* day, wherein it fhall pleafe him to dif- 
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“folve the whole, and wrap up even the 
“ heaven itfelf as a feroll of parchment. 
“ This is the laft philofophy that we muft 
* ftudy upon earth. Let us therefore, that 
‘* yet remain here, as our days and friends 
“ watte, reinforce our love to each other; 
“' which of all virtues, both fpiritual and 
“ moral, hath the highett privilege, be- 
“ caufe death itfelf cannot end it. And 
“my good Nick,” &c. 

This isa part of his forrow thus expreffed 
to his Nick Pey: the other part is in this 
following elegy, of which the reader may 
fately conclude it was too hearty to be 
diffembled, 








TEARS 
WEPT AT THE GRAVE OF SIR ALBERTUS MOR* 
TON, BY HENRY WO1TON. 


SILENCE, in truth, would {peak my forrow bert, 
For deepeft wounds can leaft their feelings tell ; 
Yer let me borrow from mine own unreft 

/ A time to bid him, whom I lov'd, farewell. 


. Oh, my unbappy lines ! you that before 
% Have terv'd my youth to vent fome wanton cries, 
” And now, congeal’d with grief, can fearce inzplore 
Strength to accent, * Mere my Albertus lies,” 
VOL. I. "i. ae 
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This is that fable ftone, this is the cave 

And womb of earth, that doth his corpfe embrace + 
While others fing his praife, let-me engrave 

Thefe bleeding numbers to adorn the place. 


Here will J paint the characters of woe ; 

Here will 1 pay my tribute to the dead 5 

And here my faithful tTkans in fhowers fhall flow, 
To humanize the flints oa which I tread, 


Where though I mourn my matehlefs lofs alone, 
And none between my weaknefs judge and me 5 
Yet even thefe penfive walls allow my moan, 
Whofe doleful echoes to my plaints agree. 


But ts he gone? and live I rhyming heres 

As if fome Mule would liften to my lay ? 

When all diftun’d fit waiting for their dear, 

And bathe the banks where he was wont to play, 


Dwell then in endlefs blifs with happy fouls, 
Ditcharg'd from Nature's and trom Fortune’s truft 5 
Whil@ on this fluid globe my hour-glats rolls, 

And runs the reft of my remaining duft. H.W. 








This concerning his Sir Albertus Mor- 
ton. 

And for what I fhall fay concerning 
Mr. William Bedel, I muft prepare the 
reader by telling him, that when King 
James fent Sir Henry Wotton ambafla- 

dor 
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dor to the ftate of Venice, he fent alfo an 
ambaflador to the. King of France, and 
another to the King of Spain. With the 
ambaffador of France went Jofeph Hall, 
late Bifhop of Norwich, whofe many and 
ufeful works fpeak his great merit: with 
the ambaffador of Spain went James 
Wadfworth; and with Sir Henry Wotton 
went William Bedel, 

Thefe three chaplains to thefe three 
ambafladors were all bred in one Uni- 
verfity, all of one college *, all beneficed in 
one diocefe, and all moft dear and entire 
friends. But in Spain Mr. Wadfworth 
met with temptations, or reafons, fuch as 
were fo powerful as to perfuade him 
(who of the three was formerly obferved 
to be the moft averfe to that religion that 
calls itfelf Catholic) to difclaim himfelf a 

-meniber of the Church of England, and 
declare himfelf for the Church of Rome ; 
Aifcharging himfelf of his attendance on 
the ambaflador, and betaking himfelf to 


sabe 


* Emanuel College in Cambridge. 
Oo2 a mona- 
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a monafterial life, in which he lived very 
regularly, and fo died: 

When Dr. Hall, the late Bifhop of Nor- 
wich, came into England, he wrote to 
Mr. Wad{worth, (it is the firft epiftle in 
his printed decades,) to perfuade his re- 
turn, or to thew the reafon of his apo- 
ftafy. The letter feemed to have in it 
many fweet expreffions of love; and yet 
there was in it fome expreffion that was 
fo unpleafant to Mr. Wadiworth, that he 
chofe rather to acquaint his old friend 
Mr. Bedel with his motives; by which 
means there paffed betwixt Mr. Bedel and 
Mr. Wadfworth divers letters, which be 
extant in print, and did well deferve it 5 
for in them there feemgs to be a contro- 
verfy, not of religion only, but who 
fhould anfwer each other with moft love 
and meeknefs; which I mention the ra- 
ther, becaufe it too feldom falls out to be 
fo in a book-war. 

There is yet a little more to be faid of 
Mr. Bedel, for the greateft part of whichs» 
the reader is referred to this following 

letter 
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letter of Sir Henry, Wotton’s, written to 
our late King Charles the fir : 


“ May it pleafe Your moft Gracious Majefty, 


“ Having been informed that certain 
“ perfons have, by the good withes of 
“the Archbifhop of Armagh, been di- 
“rected hither, with a mot humble pe- 
* tition unto your Majefty, that you will 
* be pleafed to make Mr. William Bedel 
“ (now refident upon a fmall benefice in 
“ Suffolk) Governor of your college at 
* Dublin, for the good sof that fociety ; 
“and myfelf being required to render 
“unto your Majefty fome teftimony of 
* the faid William Bedel, who was long 
“my chaplain at Venice, in the time of 
“my firft employment there, I am bound 
“in all confcience and truth (fo far as 
* your Majefty will vouchfafe to accept 
“my poor judgment):to aflirm of him, 
that I think hardly a fitter man for that 
“charge could have been propounded 

. “unto your Majefty in your whole king- 
“dom, for fingular erudition and piety, 
“conformity to the rites of the church, 


dor seek mt 
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“¢ and zeal to advance the caufe of God, 
*¢ wherein his travels abroad were not ob- 
“ fcure in the time of the excommuni- 
© cation of the Venetians. 

«For it may pleafe your Majefty to 
« know, that this is the man whom Padre 
© Paulo took, I may fay, into his very 
€ foul, with whom he did communicate 
the inwardeft thoughts of his heart; 
«from whom he profetfed to have re- 
* ceived more knowledge in alf divinity, 
both {cholaftical and pofitive, than from 
any that he shad ever practiled in his 
« days; of which all the paflages were 
* well known to the King your father, 
6 of moft bleffed memory. And fo, with 
* your Majefty’s good favour, I will end 
“this needlefs office; for the general 
€ fame of his learning, his life, and Chrif- 
« tian temper, and thote religious labours 
«which himfelf hath dedicated to your 
© Majefty, do better defcribe him than I 
© am able. 

« Your Majetty’s 
*¢ Mofi humble and faithful fervant, 
« T, Worton.” 
To 
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To this lettet Tfhalt add this; that 
he was (to the great joy of Sir Henry 
Wotton) made governor of the faid col- 
lege*; and that, after a fair difcharge of 
his duty and tru@t there, he was thence 
removed to be Bifhop of Kilmore». In 
both which places his life was fo holy, 
as feemed to equal the primitive Chrif- 
tians: for as they, fo he kept all the Em- 
ber-weeks, obferved (befides his private 
devotions) the canonical hours of prayer 
very ftrictly, and fo he did all the 
featts and faft-days of his mother, the 
Church of England. To which I may add, 
that his patience and charity were both 
fuch as thewed his affeGtions were fet 
upon things that are above; for indeed 
his whole life brought forth the fruits of 
the fpirit ; there being in him fuch a re- 
markable meeknefs, that as St. Paul ad- 
vifed his Timothy in the election of a bi- 
fhop, That be bave a good report of thofe 
that be without®; fo had he: for thofe that 
were without, even thofe that in point of 


a Aug. 1627. * Sept. 3, 1629. ¢ 1 Tim, iii. 7. 
o4 reli- 
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religion were of the Roman perfuafion, 
(of which there were very many in his 
diocefe,) did yet (fuch is the power of vi- 
fible piety) ever look upon him wi} re- 
{pect and reverence, and teftified it by a 
concealing and fafe protecting him from 
death in the Jate horrid rebellidn in Ire- 
Jand, when the fury of the wild Irith 
knew no diftinétion of perfons; and yet 
there and then he was proteéted and 
cherithed by thofe of a contrary perfua- 
fion; and there and then he diced, not by 


‘violence or mifufage, but by griefina quiet 


prifon (1629). And with him was loft 
many of his learned writings, which were 
thought worthy of prefervation ; and a- 
mongft the reft was loft the Bible, which 
by many years labour, and conference, 
and ftudy, he had tranflated into the Trifh 
tongue, with an intent to have printed it 
for public ufe. 

More might be faid of Mr. Bedel, who, 
I told the reader, was Sir Henry Wotton’s 
firft chaplain; and much of his fecond 
chaplain, Haac Bargrave, Doctor in Divi- 
nity, and the late Jearned and hofpitable 
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Dean of CanterHury’; as alfo of the merits 
of many others, that had the happinefs to 
attend Sir Henry in his foreign employ- 
ments: but the reader may think that in 
this digreffion I have already carried him 
too far from Eton College, and therefore 
1 fhall Jead him back as gently and as or- 
derly as I may to-that place, for a further 
conference concerning Sir Henry Wotton. 
Sir Henry Wotton had propofed to 

himfelf, before he entered into his colle- 
giate life, to write the life of Martin Lu- 
ther, and in it the hiftory of the reform- 
ation, as it was carried on in Germany : 
for the doing of which he had many ad- 
vantages by his feveral embaffies into” 
thofe parts, and his intereft in the feveral 
princes of the empire; by whofe means 
he had accefs to the records of all the 
Hans towns, and the knowledge of many 
fecret paffages that fell not under com- 
mon view; and in thefe he had made a hap- 
py progrefs, as is well known to his wor- * 
thy friend Dr. Duppa, the late reverend 
Bifhop of Salifbury. But in the midft of 
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this defign, his late Majetty King Charles 
the firft, that knew the. value of Sir Hen- 
ry Wotton’s pen, did by a perfuafive lov- 
ing violence (to which may be added a 
promife of 500]. a year) force him to lay 
Luther afide, and betake himfelf to write 
the hiftory of England ; in which he pro- 
ceeded to write fome fhort characters of 
a few kings, as a foundation upon which 
he meant to build; but, for the prefent, 
meant to be more large in the ftory of 
Henry the fixth, the founder of that col- 
lege, in which he then enjoyed all the 
worldly happinefs of his prefent being. 
But Sir Henry died in the mid of this 
Xundertaking, and the footftcps of his Ja- 
bours are not recoverable by a more than 
common diligence. 

This is fome account both of his incli- 
nation, and the employment both of his 
time in the college, where he feemed to 
have his youth renewed by a continual 
converfation with that Icarned fociety, 
and a daily recourfe of other friends of 
choiceft breeding and parts ; by which 

that 
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that great blefihg dfa cheerful heart was 
ftill maintained ;-he being always free, 
even to the laft of his days, from that 
peevifhnefs which ufually attends age. 

And yet his mirth was fometimes 
damped by the remembrance of divers 
old debts, partly contracted in his foreign 
employments, for which bis juft arrears 
due from the King would have made fa- 
tisfaction : but being fill delayed with 
court-promiies, and finding fome decays 
of health, he did, about two years before 
his death, out of a Chyifttan defire, that 
none fhould be a lofer by him, make his 
laft will ; concerning which a doubt ftill 
remains, namely, whether it difcovered 
more holy wit, or confcionable policy. 
But there is no doubt, but that his chief 
defign was a Chriftian endeavour that his 
debts might be fatisfied, 

And that it may remain as fuch a tefti- 
mony, and a legacy to thofe that loved 
him, I fhall here impart it to the reader, 
as it was found written with his own 
hand, ‘3 

“c In 
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“In the name of God almighty and 
* all-merciful, | Henry. Wotton, Provoft 
* of his Majefty’s college by Eaton, be- 
“ing mindful of mine own mortality, 
“which the fin of our firft parents did 
“ bring upon all flefh, do by this Jaft will 
“and teftament thus difpofe of myfelf, 
“and the poor things I-fhall Ieave in this 
“world. My foul | bequeath to the im- 
“ mortal God my Maker, Father of our 
“ Lord Jefus,Chrift, my bleffed Redeem- 
“er and Mediator, through his all-fole 
* fufficient fatisfagtion for the fins of the 
*¢ whole world, and efficient for his elect; 
“in the number of whom I am one by 
§* his mere grace, and thereof moft unre- 
“ moveably affured by his holy Spirit, 
‘ the true eternal Comforter. My body 
* T bequeath to the earth, if I fhall end 
«my tranfitory days at or near Eaton, to 
© be buried in the chapel of the faid col- 
“ lege, as the fellows thall difpofe there- 
of, with whom I have lived (my God 
*¢ knows) in all loving affeGticn ; or if I 
© fhall die near Bocton Malherb, in the 

“ county 


2 
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“ county of Kent, ithen I with to be laid 
“in that parifh-charch, as near as may be 
“to the fepulchre of my good Father, 
“expecting a joyful refurrection with 
* him in the day of Chrift.” 

After this account of his faith, and this 
furrender of his foul to that God that in- 
fpired it, and this direétion for the dif- 
polal of his body, he proceeded to appoint 
that his executors fhould lay over his 
grave a marble ftone, plain, and not coft- 
ly: and confidering that time moulders 
even marble to duit, (for * * Monuments 
“ themfelves mutt die ;”’”) therefore did he 
(waving the common way) think fit ra- 
ther to preferve his name (to which the 
fon of Sirac advifeth all men) by a ufeful 
apophthegm, than by a large enumeration 
of his defcent or merits, of both which he 
might jufily have boafted; but he was 
content to forget them, and did choofe 
only this prudent, pious fentence, to dif- 
cover his difpofition, and preferve his me- 
mory. It was direéted a him to be thus 
infcribed : 


2 Juven. Sat. x. 144. 
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HIC JACRT HUIUS SENTENTIZ PRIMUS AUTHOR? 


DISPUTANDI PRURITUS, ECCLESIARUM SCA- 
BIES. 


NOMEN ALIAS QUERE. 
Which may be Englifhed thus: 
HERE LIES THE FIRST AUTILOR OF THIS SENTENCE? 


THE ITCH OF DISPUTATION WILL PROVE THE 
SCAB OF THE CHURCH. 


INQUIRE HIS NAME ELSEWUERE. 


And if any (hall objeét, as I think fome 
have, that Sir Henry Wotton was not 
the firft author of this fentence ; but that 
this, or a fentence like it, was long be- 
fore his time ; to him I anfwer, that So- 
lomon fays, Nothing can be fpoken, that 
hath not been fpoken; for there is no new 
thing under the jun, But grant, that in 
his various reading he had met with this 
or a like fentence, yet reafon mixed with 
charity fhould perfuade all readers to be- 
lieve, that Sir Henry Wotton’s mind was 
then fo fixed on that part of the communion 
of Saints which is above, that an holy 
lethargy did furprife his memory. For 
doubtlefs, if he hed not believed -himfelf 
to be the firft author of what he faid, he 

was 
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was too prudent! firft to own, and then ~ 
expofe it to the public view and cenfure 
of every critic. And queftionlefs it will 
be charity in all readers to think his 
mind was then fo fixed on heaven, that a 
holy zeal did tranfport him ; and that, in 
this facred ecttafy, his thoughts were then 
only of the chyrch triumphant, into 
which he daily expected his adiniffion ; 
and that Almighty God was then pleafed 
to make him a prophet, to tell the church 
militant, and particularly that part of it 
in this nation, where the weeds of con- 
troverfy grow ‘o be daily’both more nu- 
merous and more dettruétive to humble 
piety ; and where men have confciences 
that boggle at ceremonies, and yet feru- 
ple not to {peak and aét fuch fins as the 
ancient humble Chriftians believed to be 
. 4 fin to think; and where, as our reve- 
rend Hooker fays, “ former fimplicity, 
“ and foftnefs of fpirit, is not now to be 
“ found, becaufe zeal hath drowned cha- 
“rity, and fkill meeknefs.” It will be 
good to think that thefe Q@d changes have 
proved this epitaph to be a ufeful caution 
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unto us of this nation ; ‘and the fad effets 
thereof in Germany have proved it to be 
a mournful truth. 

This by way of obfervation concerning 
his epitaph ; the reft of his will follows 
in his own words, > 

« Further, I the faid Henry Wotton 
* do conftitute and ordain to be joint ex- 
“ecutors of this my laft will and tefta- 
‘* ment, my two grand-nephews, Albert 
« Morton, fecond fon to Sir Robert Mor- 
« ton, Knight, late deceafed, and Thomas 
* Bargrave, eldeft fon to Dr. Bargrave, 
“© Dean of Canterbury, hufband to my 
right virtuous and only niece. And I 
«¢ do pray the forefaid Dr. Bargrave, and 
“Mr, Nicholas Pey, my moft faithful 
“ and chofen friends, together with Mr, 
*« John Harrifon, one of the Fellows of 
“ Eaton College, beft acquainted with 
“© my books and pictures, and other uten- 
“ fils, to be fupervifors of this my laft 
“ will and teflament. And I do pray the 
“ forefaid Dr. Bargrave, and Mr. Nicholas 
*¢ Pey, to be folicitors for fuch arrearages 
“as fhall appear due unto me from his 
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“ Majefty’s Exchequer at the time of my 
“ death ; and to affift my forenamed ex- 
“ ecutors in fome reafonable and confci- 
“ entious fatisfaction of my creditors, and 
« difcharge of my legacies now fpecified ; 
“or that fhall be hereafter added unto 
* this my teftament, by any codicil or 
“ {chedule, or left. in the hands, or in any 
“ memorial with the aforefaid Mr. John 
“ Harrifon. And firft, to my moft dear 
** Sovereign and Matter, of incomparable 
“ goodnefs, (in whofe gracious opinion I 
“have ever had fome portion, as far as 
“the intereft of a plain honeft man,) I 
“leave four pidtures at large of thofe 
“ Dukes of Venice, in whofe time I was 
“ there employed, with their names writ. 
“ ten on the backfide, which hang in my 
“¢ great ordinary dining-room, done after 
- “the life by Edoardo Fialetto: Jike- 
“ wife a table of the Venetian Collége, 
“where ambafladors had their audi- 
“ence, hanging over the mantle of the 
“ chimney in the {aid room, done by the 
“fame hand, which conteineth a draught 
VOL. I. P in 
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“in little, well refembling the famous 
* PD, Leonardo Donato, in a time which 
“ needed a wife and conftant man. Item, 
“ The piGure of a Duke of Venice, hang- 
“ ing over againft the door, done either 
“by Titiano, or fome other principal 
“ hand, long before my time. Moft hum- 
“bly befecching his Majefty, that the 
“ faid pieces may remain in fome corner 
“ of any of his houfes, for a poor me- 
 morial of his moft humble vaffal. 
“ Item, I leave his faid Majetty all the 
«© papers and negociations of Sir Nicholas 
“ Throgmorton, Knight, during his fa- 
‘ mous employment under Queen Eliza- 
beth, in Scotland and in France; which 
contain divers fecrets of ftate, that per- 
«chance his Majefty will think fit to 
“be preferved in his Paper-office, after 
“ they have been perufed and forted by 
«“ Mr. Secretary Windebank, with whom 
« T have heretofore, as I remember, con- 
“ferred about them. They were com- 
« mitted to my difpofal by Sir Arthur 
« Throgmorton his fon, to whofe worthy 
“ me- 
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“ memory I cannot better difcharge my 
* faith, than by <affigning them to the 
“ higheft place of trutt. Item, I leave to 
“ our moft gracious and virtuous Queen 
“ Mary, Diofcorides, with the plants na- 
*turally coloured, and the text tranflated 
“ by Matthiolo, in the bef language of 
“ Tufcany, whente her faid Majefty is li- 
“neally defcended, for a poor token of 
“my thankful devotion for the honour 
“ the was once pleafed to do my private 
“ ftudy with her prefence, I leave to the 
“ moft hopeful Princey the piéure of 
“the eleéted and crowned Queen of 
* Bohemia, his aunt, of clear and re- 
“ fplendent virtues through the clouds of 
“her fortune. To my Lord’s Grace of 
oa Canterbury now being, I leave my pic- 
“ ture of Divine Love, rarely copied from 
“one in the King’s galleries, of my pre- 
“ fentation to his Majetty ; befeeching 
“him to receive it as a pledge of my 
* humble reverence to his great wifdom. 
“ And to the moft worthy Lord Bithop of 
*€ London, Lord High Treafurer of Eng- 
“ land. in true admiratinn af Lt om 
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* tian fimplicity and contempt of earthly 
«pomp, I leave a piGture of Heraclitus 
« bewailing, and Democritus laughing at, 
«the world: moft humbly beleeching 
“the faid Lord Archbifhop his Grace, 
and the Lord Bifhop of London, of 
« both whofe favours I have tafted in my 
“ Jife-time, to intercede with our moft 
“ gracious Sovereign after my death, in 
© the bowels of Jefus Chrift, that out of 
« compaffionate memory of my long fer- 
« vices, (wherein I more ftudied the pub- 
“ic honour, than mine own utility,) 
« fome order may be taken out of my ar- 
years due in the Exchequer, for fuch 
“ fatisfaction of my creditors, as thofe 
« whom I have ordained fupervifors of 
“ this my laft will and teftament thall 
“ prefent unto their Lordfhips, without 
“ their farther trouble ; hoping likewife 
«im his Majefty’s moft indubitable good- 
« nefs, that he will keep me from all pre- 
*¢judice, which I may otherwife fuffer 
«by any defect of formality in the de- 
“mand of my faid arrears. To —— for 
a poor addition to his cabinet, I leave, 

ce as 
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“as emblems of his attractive virtues 
“ and obliging noblenefs, my great Load- 
“ftone, and a piece of Amber of. both 
“ kinds naturally united, and only differ- 
ing in degree of concoction, which is 
“thought fomewhat rare. Item, a piece 
“of Cryftal Sexangular (as they grow 
“ all) grafping divers feveral things with- 
“in it, which I bought among the Rhe- 
“tian Alps, in the very place where it 
§ grew ; recommending moft humbly 
‘unto his Lordthip, the reputation of my 
“ poor name in the point of my debts, as 
“ Thave done to the forenamed Spiritual 
“ Lords, and am heartily forry that I have 
“no better token of my humble thank- 
“ fulnefs to his honoured perfon. - Item, 
T leave to Sir Francis Windebank, one 
“ of his Majetty’s principal Secretaries of 
‘© State, (whom I found my great friend 
“in point of neceffity,) the four Seafons 
“ of old Baffano, to hang near the eye in 
his parlour, (being in little form,) which 
 T bought at Venice, where I firft enter- 
“ ed into his moft wortly acquaintance. 
P3 “To 
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“To the abovenamed Dr. Bargrave, 
*¢ Dean of Canterbury, I leave all my Ita- 
“ Tian books not difpofed in this will. 1 
“ Jeave to him likewife my Viol de Gam- 
“ba, which hath been twice with me in 
“ Italy, in which country I firft contraét- 
© ed with him an unremoveable affection. 
“To my other fupervifer, Mr. Nicholas 
“ Pey, I leave my Cheft, or Cabinet of 
“ Inftruments and Engines of all kinds of 
“ufes: in the lower box whereof are 
“ fome? fit to be bequeathed to none but 
“fo entire an honeft man as he is. T 
“ Jeave him Jikewife forty pounds for his 
“ pains in the folicitation of my arrears ; 
“ and am forry that my ragged eftate can 
« reach no further to one that hath taken 
“ fuch care for me in the fame kind, dur- 
“ing all my foreign employments. To 
“the Library at Eaton College I leave 
“ all my Manuferipts not before difpofed, 
‘¢ and to each of the Fellows a plain ring 


* In it were Italian locks, pick-locks, fcrews to force 
open doors, and many things of worth and rarity, that 
he had gathered in his foreign travel. 


~ SIR HENRY worTTon. ats. 


“of gold, enameled black, all fave the 
“verge, with this motto within, Amor 
“© unit omnia. 

“ This is my laft will and teftament, 
“ fave what fhall be added by a {chedule 
“ thereunto annexed, written on the firft of 
“ Oétober, in the prefent year of our Re- 
“ demption, 1637, and {ubfcribed by my- 
“ felf, with the teftimony of thefe witneffes. 

‘Henry Wortron, 
* Nich. Oudert, 

* Geo. Lath.” 

Awnpb now, becaufe the mind of man 
is beft {atisfied by the knowledge of 
events, I think fit to declare, that every 
one that was named in his will did glad- 
ly receive their legacies: by which, and 
his moft juft and paffionate defires for the 
‘payment of his debts, they joined in af- 
fifting the overfeers of his will; and by 
their joint endeavours to the King (than 
whom none was more willing) confcion- 
able fatisfaétion was given for his jut 
debts. 

The next thing whérewith I fhall ac- 
quaint the reader is. that he went whale 
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once a year, if mt oftener, to the beloved 
Boéton Hall, where he would fay, “ He 
“ found a cure for all cares, by the cheer- 
“ ful company,” which he called “ the 
“ living furniture of that place :” and “ a 
‘¢ reftoration of his ftrength, by the con- 
“ naturalnefs of” that which he called 
“ his genial air.’ 

He yearly went a5, to Oxford. But 
the fummer before his death he changed 
that for a journey to Winchefter College, 
to which fchool he was firft removed from 
Boéton. And as-he returned from Win- 
chefter towards Eton College, faid to a 
friend, his companion in that journey ; 
“ How ufeful was that advice of a holy 
« Monk, who perfuaded his friend to per- 
« form bis cuftomary devotions in a con- 
“ flant place, becaufe in that place we 
 wfually mect with thofe very thoughts 
 qubich poffeffed us at our laft being there ! 
“And I find it thus far experimen- 
“ tally true, that at my now bejng in 
« that {chool, and feeing that very place 
“where I fat when I was a boy, occa- 
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“ thoughts of my youth which then pof- 
“ felled me: fweet thoughts indeed, that 
“promifed my growing years numerous 
“ pleafures, without mixtures of cares, 
“and thofe to be enjoyed, when time 
“(which I therefore thought flow paced) 
“had changed my youth into manhood. 
“ But age and experience have taught 
“me that thofe were but empty hopes ; 
“for I have always found it true, as my 
* Saviour did foretel, Sufficient for the day 
“is the evil thereof. Neverthelefs, 1 faw 
“ there a fucceffion of boys ufing the fame 
‘recreations, and, queftionlefs, poffeffed 
“ with the fame thoughts that then pof- 
“ feffed me. Thus one generation fuc- ‘¢ 
“ ceeds another, both in their liveg, re- 
“ creations, hopes, fears, and death.? 
After his return from Winchefter to 
Eton, which was about five montlis be- 
fore his death, he became much mére're- 
tired and contemplative; in which time he 
was often vifited by Mr. John Hales, 
(the learned Mr. John Hales,) then a 
Fellow of that College? to whom upon 
an occafion he fpake to this purpofe: «I * 
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* have, in my paflage to my grave, met 
“with moft of thofe joys of which a dif- 
* courfive foul is capable; and been en- 
 tertained with more inferior pleafures 
** than the fons of men are ufually made 
 partakers of: neverthelefs in this voy- 
*‘ age IT have not always floated on the — 
“calm fea of content; but have often 
“ met with crofs winds and ftorms, and 
with many troubles of mind and temp- 
“tations to evil. And yet, though I 
“have been and am a man compaffed 
* about with human frailties, Almighty 
“God hath by his grace prevented me 
“from making /hipwreck of faith and a 
“ good confcience, the thought of which 
* & is now the joy of my heart, and I moft 
“ humbly praife him for it: and I hum- 
“ bly acknowledge that it was not my- 
‘felf, but he that hath kept me to this ° 
“ great age, and let him take the glory 
“of his great mercy.—And, my dear 
“ friend, I now fee that I draw near my 
“harbour of death; that harbour that 
« will fecure me from all the future ftorms 
“ and waves of this refilefs world; and I 
a © nraife 
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* praife God I am willing to leave it, and 
“expect a better; that world wherein 
“ dwelleth rightevufnefs ; and I long for 
it” 

Thefe and the like expreffions were 
then uttered by him at the beginning of 
a feverifh diftemper, at which time he 

* was alfo troubled with an afthma, or fhort 
fpitting : but after lefs than twenty fits, 
by the help of familiar phyfic and a fpare 
diet, this fever abated, yet fo as to leave 
him much weaker than it found him ; 
and his afthma feemed alfo to be over- 
come in a good degree by his forbearing 
tobacco, which, as many thoughtful men 
do, he alfo had taken fomewhat immode- 
rately, This was his then prefent condi- 
tion, and thus he continued till about the 
end of Oétober, 1639, which was about a 
month before his death, at which time 
he again fell into a fever, which though 
he feemed to recover, yet thefe fill left 
him fo weak, that they and thofe other 
common infirmities that accompany age, 
and were wont to yvifif him like civil 

friends, 
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friends, and after fome fhort time to leave 
him, came now both oftener and with 
more violence, and at laft took up their 
conftant habitation with him, ftill weak- 
ening his body-and abating his cheerful- 
nefs ; of both which he grew more fenfi- 
ble, and did the oftener retire into his | 
ftudy, and there made many papers that 
had paffed his pen, both in the days of 
his youth and in the bufy part of his life, 
ufelefs, by a fire made there to that pur- 
pofe. Thefe, and feveral unufual expref- 
fions to his fervants and friends, feemed 
to foretel that the day of his death drew 
near; for which he feemed to thofe many 
friends that obferved him, to be well pre- 
pared, and to be both patient and free 
from all fear, as feveral of his letters writ 
on this his laft fick-bed may teftify. And 
thus he continued till about the begin- 
ning of December following, at which 
time he was feized more violently with a 
quotidian fever, in the tenth fit of which 
fever, his better part, that part of Sir 
Henry Wotton #hich could not die, put 
off 
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off mortality with as much content and 
cheerfulnefs as human frailty is capable 
of, being then in great tranquillity of 
mind, and in perfeét peace with God and 
man. . 
And thus the circle of Sir Henry Wot- 
ton’s life—that circle which began at 
~ Boéton, and in the circumference thereof 
did firft touch at Winchefter School, then 
at Oxford, and after upon fo many re- 
markable parts and paffages in Chriflen- 
dom—that circle of his life was by death 
thus clofed up and completed, in the fe. 
venty-fecond year of his age, at Eton 
College, where, according to his will, he 
now lies buried, with his motto on a. 
plain grave-ftone over him: dying wor- 
thy of his name and family, worthy of 
the love and favour of fo many princes, 
* and perfons of eminent wifdom and learn- 
ing, worthy of the truft committed unto 
him, for the fervice of his prince and 
country. 

And all readers are requefted to be- 
lieve, that he was worthy of a more wor- 
thy pen, to have preferved his memory, 

and 
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and commended his merits to the imita- 
tion of pofterity. 


Iz. Wa. 
eEeE— 
AN 
ELEGY ON SIR HENRY WOTTON, 
writ uy 


Mn. ABRAM COWLEY. 


Wuat fhall we fay, fince filent now is he, 
Who when he fpoke all things would filent he 
Who had fo many languages in ftore, 

That only Fame fhall fpeak of him in more. 
Whom England now no more return’d mutt fee; 
He's gone to heaven, on his fourth embaffy. 
On earth he travell’d often, not fo fay 

He'd been abroad to pafs loofe time away 5 

For in whatever land he chanc’d to come, 

He read the men and manners ; bringing home 
Their.wifdom, learning, and their piety, 

As if he went to conquer, not to fee. 

So well he underftood the moft and beft 

Of tongues that Babel fent into the Weft ; 
Spoke them fo truly, that he had, you’d fwear, 
Not only liv'd, but been born every where. 
Juftly each nation’s fpeech to him was known 5 
Who for the world was made, not us alone. 
Nor ought the language of that man be lefs, 
Who in his breaft had sill things to exprefs : 
We fay that learning’s endlefs, and blame Fate 


oe ss 
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He did the utitio# bounds of knowledge find, 
And found them not fo large as was his mind ; 
But, like the brave Pelleah youth, did moan, 
Becaufe that art had no more worlds than one, 
And when he faw that he through all had paft, 
He dy’d left he thould idle grow at lat, 
A. Cownry, 
* 
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TO THE READER. 


I FHINK it neceflary to inform my 
reader, that Dr. Gauden (the late Bithop of 
Worcefler) hath allo lately wrote and pub- 
lithed the life of Mr, Hooker. And though 
this be not writ by defign to oppofe what 
he hath truly written; yet Iam put upon 
a neceffity to fay, that in it there be many 
material mifiakes, and more omiffions, I 
conceive fome of his miftakes did pro- 
cecd from a belief in Mr, Thomas Fuller, 
who had too haftily publithed what he 
hath fince moft ingenuoufly retrated, 
And for the Bifhop’s omiffions, I fuppofe 
his more weighty bufinefs and want of 
time made hin pals over many things 
without that due examination, which my 
better leifure, my diligence, and my ac- 
cidenta] advantages, have made known 

unto me, 
And now for myfelf,f can fay, I hope, 
or rather know, there are no material 
a2 ee a, ee 
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miftakes in what I here prefent to you 
that hall become my reader. Little 
things that T have received by tradition 
(to which there may be too mech and 
too little faith given) I will not at this 
diftance of time undertake to juftify + for, 
though | have ufed great diligence, and 
compared relations and circumftances, 
and probable refults and expreffions 5 yet 
I fhall not impofe my belief upon my 
reader; I {hall rather Jeave him at liber- 
ty: but, if there flall appear any material 
omiffion, I defire.every lover of truth and 
the memory of Mr. Hooker, that it may 
be made known unto me. And to in- 
cline him to it, I here promife to acknow~- 
ledge and reétify any fach imifiake in a 
fecond impreftion, which the Printer fays 
he: hopes for; and by this means my 
weak but faithful endeavours may be- 
come a better monument, and in fome 
degree more worthy the memory of this 
venerable man. 

I confefs, that when I confider the 
great learning am] virtue of Mr. Hooker, 
and what fatisfaction and advantages 

many 
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. many eminent fcholars and admirers of 
him have had by-his labours; I do not a 
little wonder that in fixty years no man 
did undertake to tell pofterity of the ex- 
cellencies of his life and learning, and the 
accidents of both; and fometimes won- 
der more at myfelf, that I have been per- 
fuaded to it; and indeed I do not eafily 
pronounce my own pardon, nor expect 
that my reader fhall, wilefs my Introduc- 
tion fhall prove my apology, to which I 
refer him. 


a3 TUR 


eae 


“THE 
INTRODUCTION. 


T WAVE been perfuaded, by a friend 
whom I reverence, and onght to obey, to 
write the Life of Richard Hooker, the 
happy author of five (if not more) of the 
eight learned books of The Lazus of Eccle~ 
Jigflical Polity. And though I have under- 
taken it, yet it hath been with fome un- 
willingnefs; becaufe I forefee that it muft 
prove to me, and efpecially at this time of 
my age, a work of much labour to en- 
quire, confider, refearch, and determine 
what is needful to be known concerning 
him. For [ knew him not in his life, and 
muft therefore not only look back to his 
death, (now fixty-four years paft,) but al- 
moft fifty years beyond that, even to his 
childhood and youth, and gather thence 
fuch obfervations and prognottics, as may 
at leaft adorn, if not prove neceflary for 
the completing of wMat I have under- 
taken. 
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This trouble I forefee, and forefee alfo 
that it is impoffible to efcape cenfures ; 
againft which I will not hope my well- 
meaning and diligence can prote& me, 
(for I confider the age in which I live,) 
and fhall therefore but intreat of my. 
reader a fufpenfion of his cenfures, till I 
have made known unto him fome reafons, 
which I myfelf would now gladly be- 
lieve do make me in fome meafure fit for 
this undertaking: and if thefe reafons 
fhall not acquit me from all cenfures, they 
may at leaft abate of their feverity, and 
this is all I can probably hope for.—My 
reafons follow. 

About forty years paft (for Iam now 
paft the feventy of my age) I began a 
happy affinity with William Cranmer, 
{now with God,) grand nephew unto the 
great Archbifhop of that name; a family 
of noted prudence and refolution; with 
him and two of his fifters I had an entire 
and free friendfhip: one of them was the 
wife of Dr. Spencer, a bofom-friend and 
fometime com-puril with Mr. Hooker in 
Corpus Chrifti College in Oxford, and af- 
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ter prefident of the fame. I name them 
here, for that I thall have occafion to 
mention them in this following difcourfe ; 
as alfo George Cranmer their brother, of 
whofe ufeful abilities my reader may have 
a more authentic teftimony than my pen 
can purchafe for him, by that of our 

* learned Camden, and others. 

This William Cranmer and his two 
fore-named fifters had fome affinity, and a: 
mioft familiar friendthip, with Mr. Hooker, 
and had had fome part of their education 
with him in his houfe, when he was parfon -' 
of Bithop’s-Born near Canterbury; in 
which city their good father then lived, 
They had, I fay, a part of their education 
with him, as myfelf fince that time a hap- 
py cohabitation with them; and having 
fome years before read part of Mr. Hook- 

* er’s works with great liking and fatisfac- 
tion, my affection to them made me a di- 
ligent inquifitor into many things that 
concerned him ; as namely, of his perfon, 
his nature, the management of his time, 
his wife, his family, an& the fortune of 
y Tynan ty AE tr] 6H ee a sie 
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me much advantage in the knowledge 
of what is now under my confideration, 
and intended for the fatisfaction of my 
reader, 

T had alfo a friendfhip with the Reve- 
rend Dr. Uther, the late learned Archbi- 
fhop of Armagh; and with Dr. Moston, | 
the late learned and charitable Bifhop of 
Durham ; as alfo with the learned John 
Hales, of Eton College; and with them 
alfo (who loved the very name of Mr. 
Hooker) I have had many difcourfes con- 
cerning him ; and from them, and many 
others that have now put off mortality, I 
might have had more informations, if I 
could then have admitted a thought of 
any fitnefs for what by perfuafion [ have 
now undertaken. But though that full 
harveft be irrecoverably loft, yet my me- 
mory hath preferved fome gleanings, and 
my diligence made fuch additions to 
them, as I hope will prove ufeful to the 
completing of what I intend: in the dif. 
covery of which I fhall be faithful, and 
with this affurarfée put a period to my In- 
troduction, 

THE 


THE LIFE. 


Ir is not to be doubted, but that 


Richard Hooker was born at Heavy-tree, 


near, or within the precingts, or in the 
city of Exeter ; a city which may jufly 
boaft, that it was the birth-place of him 
and Sir Thomas Bodley; as indeed the 
county may,:in which it ftands, that it 
hath furnithed this nation with Bithop 
Jewel, Sir Francis Drake, Sir Walter Ra- 
Jeigh, and many others, memorable for 
their valour and learning. He was born 
about the year of our Redemption 1553, 
and of parents that were not fo remarkable 
for their extraction or riches, as for their 
* virtue and induftry, and God’s bleffing 
upon both; by which they were enabled 
to educate their children in fome degree 
of learning, of which our Richard Hooker 
may appear to be one fair teftimony, and 
that nature is not fo pa%tial as always to 
give the great bleffings of wifdom and 

learn- 
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learning, and with them the greater blef- 
fings of virtue and government, to thofe 
only that are of a more high and honour- 
able birth. 

His complexion (if we may guefs by 
him at the age of forty) was fanguine, 
with a mixture of choler; and yet his 
motion was flow even. in his youth, and ~ 
fo was his fpcech, never. exprefling an 
earneftnefs in either of them, but an hum- 
ble gravity fuitable to the aged. And it 
is obferved, (fo far as enquiry is able to 
Jook back at this diftance of time,) that 
at bis being a {chool-boy he was an early 
queftionift, quietly inquifitive, “ Why 
* this was, and that was not, to be re- 
«© membered ?” «¢ Why this was granted, 
“and that denied?” This being mixed 
with a remarkable modefty, and a fweet 
ferene quietnefs of nature, and with them 
a quick apprehenfion of many perplexed 
parts of Icarning, impofed then upon him 
as a fcholar, made his matter and others 
to believe him to have an inward bleffed 
divine light, andetherefore to confider him 
to be a little wonder. For in that, chil- 


mere 
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dren were lefs pregnant, lefs confident, 
and more malleable, than in this wifer, 
but not better, age. 

This meeknefs and conjunéture of 
knowledge, with modefty in his conver- 
fation; being obferved by his fchool-maf- 
ter, caufed him to perfuade his parents 

*(who intended hing for an apprentice) to 
continue him at fchool till hegcould find 
out fome means, by perluading his rich 
uncle, or fome other charitable perfon, to 
eafe them of a part of their care and 
charge; affuring them, that their fon 
was fo enriched with the’ bleflings of na- 
ture and grace, that God feemed to fingle 
him out as a fpecial inftrument of his 
glory. And the good man told them 

. alfo, that he would double his diligence 
in inftructing bim, and would neither ex- 

- pect nor reccive any other reward, than 
the content of fo hopeful and happy an 
employment. 

This was not unwelcome news, and 
efpecially to his mother, to whom he was 
a dutiful and dear child » and all parties 
were fo pleafed with this propofal, that it 
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was refolved fo it fhould be. And in the 
mean time his parents and mafter laid a 
foundation for his fature happinefs, by in- 
ftilling into his foul the feeds of piety thofe 
confcientious principles of loving and 
fearing God; of an early belief, that. be 
knows the very fecrets of our fouls 5 that be 
punifheth our vices, and rewards our inno- ~ 
cence ; that, we fhould be free from hypocrify's 
and appear to man what we are to God, 
becaufe firfi or laft the crafty man is catched 
in bis own fuare. Thefe feeds of piety 
were {o feafonably planted, and fo conti- 
nually watered with the daily dew of 
God’s bleffed Spirit, that his infant vir- 
tues grew into fuch holy habits, as did 
make him grow daily into more and more 
favour beth with God and man; which, 
with the great learning that he did after 
attain to, hath made Richard Hooker 
honoured in this, and will continue him 
to be fo to fucceeding generations. 

This good fchool-maver, whofe name f 
am not able to recover, (and am forry, for 
that I would hae given him a better me- 
morial in this humble monument, dedi- 

cated 
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ated ta the memory of Wis fcholar,) was 
very folicitous with John Hooker, then 
Chamberlain of Exeter, and uncle to our 
Richard, to take his nephew into his care, 
and to maintain him for one year in the 
Univerfity, and in the mean time to ufe 
his endeavours to procure an admiffion 
for him into fome College, though it 
were but in a mean degree; ftill urging 
and affuring him, that his charge would 
not continue long ; for the Jad’s learning 
and manners were both {o remarkable, 
that they muft of neceffity be taken 
notice of ; and that doubtlefs God would 
provide him fome fecond patron, that 
‘would free him and his parents from their 
future care and charge. 

Thefe reafons, with the affectionate rhe- 
toric of his good matter, and God’s blef- 


. fing upon both, procured from his uncle 


a faithful promife, that he would take 
him into his care and charge before the 
expiration of the year following, which 
was performed by him, and with the af- 
fiftance of the learned Mr. John Jewel; 
of whom this may be noted, that he left, 

or 
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or was about the firft of Queen :“Mary’s 
reign expelled out of Corpus Chrifti Col- 
Jege in Oxford, (of which he was a Fel- 
jow,) for adhering to the truth of thofe 
principles of religion, to which he had af- 
fented and given teftimony in the days of 
her brother and predeceffor, Edward VI; 
and this John Jewel having within a fhort © 
time after a ju(t caufe to fear a more 
heavy punifhment than expulfion, was 
forced, by forfaking this, to feek fafety in 
another nation, and, with that fafety, the 
enjoyment of that do@rine and worfhip 
for which he fuffered. 

But the cloud of that perfecution and 
fear ending with the life of Queen Mary, 
the affairs of the Church and State did 
then look more clear and comfortable ; 
fo that he, and with him many others of 
the fame judgment, made a happy return 
into England about the firft of Queen 
Elizabeth ; in which year this John Jewel 
was fent a commiffioner or vifitor of the 
churches of the weftern parts of this 
kingdom, and efpecially of thofe in De- 
vonthire, in which county he was born ; 

anid 
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and then and there he contra@ted a friend- 
thip with John Hooker, the uncle of our 
Richard. 

About the fecond or third year of her 
reign, this John Jewel was made Bifhop 
of Salifbury ; and there being always ob- 
ferved in him a willingnefs to do good, 
and to oblige his friends, and now a 
power added to this willingnefs; this John 
Hooker gave him a vifit in Salifbury, * and 
“ befought him for charity’s fake to look 
“ favourably upon a poor nephew of his, 
“© whom nature had fitted for a {cholar; but 
“ the eftate of his parents was fo Rarrow, 
“ that they were unable to give him the 
‘ advantage of learning; and that the Bi- 
“ fhop would therefore become his patron, 
“and prevent him from being a tradef- 
“man; for he was a boy of remarkable 
‘* hopes.” And though the Bifhop knew 
men do not ufually look with an indifferent 
eye upon their own children and relations; 
yet he agGoted fo far to John Hooker, 
that he appointed the boy and his {chool- 
matter fhould attend hjm, about Eafter 
next following, at that place: which was 
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done accordingly; and then, after fome 
queftions and obfervations of the boy’s 
learning, and gravity, and behaviour, the 
Bifhop gave his fchoolmafter a reward, and 
took order for an annual penfion for the 
boy’s parents ; promifing alfo to take. him 
into his care for a future preferment 5 
which he performed: for about the fif- 
teenth year of his age, which was anno 
1567, he was by the Bithop appointed to 
remove to Oxford, and there to attend 
Dr. Cole, then Prefident of Corpus Chrif- 
ti College. Which he did; and Dr. Cole 
had (aecording to a promife made to the 
Bifhop) provided for him both a tutor 
(which was faid to be the learned Dr. 
John Reynolds) and a clerk’s place in that 
college :. which place, though it were not 
a full maintenance, yet with the con- 
tribution of his uncle, and the continued 
penfion of his patron, the good Bithop, 
gave him a comfortable fubfiftence. And 
in this condition he continued unto the 
eighteenth year of his age, ftill increafing 
in learning and prudence, and fo much in 
humility and piety, that he feemed to be 

filled 
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filled with the Holy Ghoft, and even, like 
St. John Baptift, to be fan@ified from his 
mother’s womb, who did often blefs the 
day in which the bare him. 

About this time of his age he fell into 
a dangerous ficknefs, which lafted two 
* months ; all which time his mother, hav- 
ing notice of it, did in her hourly prayers 
as earneftly beg his life of God, as Monica, 
the mother of St. Auguftine, did that he 
might become a true Chriftian ; and their 
prayers were both fo heard as to be grant- 
ed. Which Mr. Hooker would often 
mention with much joy, and as often pray 
“that he might never live to occafion 
“any forrow to fo good a mother; of 
“whom he would often fay, he loved 
“her fo dearly, that he would endeavour 
“to be good, even as much for her’s, as 
“ for his own fake.” 

As foon as he was perfeétly recovered 
from this ficknefs, he took a journey from 
Oxford to Exeter, to fatisfy and fee his 
good mother, being accompanied with a 
countryman and companion of his own 
college, and-both on foot 3 which was 

R2 then 
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then either more in fathion, or want of 
money, or their humility made it fo: but 
on foot they went, and took Salifbury 
in their way, purpofely to fee the good 
Bifhop, who made Mr. Hooker and his 
companion dine with him at his own ta- 
ble; which Mr. Hooker boafted of with 
much joy and gratitude when he faw his 
mother and friends: and at the Bithop’s 
parting with him, the Bifhop gave him 
good counfel, and his benediétion, but 
forgot to give him money ; which when 
the Bifhop had confidered, he fent a fer- 
vant in all hafte to call Richard back to 
him; and at Richard's return, the Bifhop 
faid to him, “ Richard, I fent for you 
“ back to lend you a horfe, which hath 
“carried me many a mile, and, I thank 
© God, with much eafe:” and prefently 
delivered into his hand a walking-ftaff, 
with which he profefled he had travelled 
through many parts of Germany. And 
he faid, * Richard, I do not give, but 
“lend you my horie: be fure you be 
« honeft, and bring my horfe back to me 
‘at your return this way to Oxford. 

“ And 
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* And Ido now give you ten groats, to 
‘* bear your charges to Exeter; and here 
“is ten groats more, which I charge you 
“ to deliver to your mother, and.tell her 
“T fend her a Bithop’s benedi@ion with 
“ it, and beg the continuance of her 
“ prayers for me. And if you bring my 
“horfe back to me, I will give you ten 
“ groats mare, to carry you on foot to the 
“college: and fo God blefs you, good 
* Richard.” 

And this, you may believe, was per- 
formed by both parties. But, alas! the 
next news that followed Mr. Hooker to 
Oxford was, that his learned and charita- 
ble patron had changed this for a better 
life. Which happy change may be be- 
lieved, for that as he lived, fo he died, 
in devout meditation and prayer; and in 
both fo zealoufly, that it became a reli- 
gious queftion, « Whether his lat eja- 
** culations, or his foul, did firft enter into 
“ heaven ?” 

And now Mr. Hooker became a man 
of forrow and fear: of forrow, for the 
lofs of fo dear‘and comfortable a patron; 

RB and 
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and of fear, for his future fubfiftence. But 
Dr. Cole raifed his fpirits from this de- 
jeation, by bidding him go cheerfully to 
his ftudies, and affuring him, he fhould 
neither want food nor raiment, (which 
was the utmoft of his hopes,) for he 
would become his patron. 

And fo he was for about nine months, 
and not longer; for about that time this 
following accident did befall Mr. Hooker. 

Edwin Sandys (fometime Bithop of 
London, and after Archbifhop of York) 
had alfo been in-the days of Queen Mary 
forced, by forfaking this, to feek fafety 
in another nation ; where, for fome years,” 
Bithop Jewel and he were companions at 
bed and board in Germany ; and where, 
in this their exile, they did often eat the 
bread of forrow, and by that means they 
there began fuch a friendfhip, as lafted 
till the death of Bithop Jewel, which 
was in September 1571. A little before 
which time the two Bifhops meeting, 
Jewel had an occafion to begin a ftory of ° 
his Richard Hooker, and in it gave fuch 
a charaéter of his learning’and manners, 

that 
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that though Bithop Sandys was educated 
in Cambridge, where he had obliged and 
had many friends; yet his refolution was, 
that his fon Edwin fhould be {ent to 
Corpus Chrifti College in Oxford, and 
by all means be pupil to Mr. Hooker, 
though his fon Edwin was not much 
younger than Mr. Hooker then was: for 
the Bithop faid, « I will have a tutor for 
“my fon, that thall teach him learning 
“ by inftrugtion, and virtue by example ; 
“and my greateft care fhall be of the laft; 
“and (God willing) this Richard Hooker 
“ fhall be the man into whofe hands I will 
“commit my Edwin.” And the Bifhop 
did fo about twelve months, or not much 
longer, after this refolution, 

And doubtlefs, as to thefe two, a bet- 
ter choice could not be made; for Mr, 
Hooker was now in the nineteenth year 
of his age; had fpent five in the Univer. 
fity; and had, by a conftant unwearied 
‘diligence, attained unto a perfection in all 
the learned languages ; by the help of 
which, an excellent tufor, and his unin- 
termitted (tudies, he had made the fub-, 
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tilty of all the arts eafy and familiar to 
him, and ufeful for the difcovery of fuch'- 
learning as lay hid from common fearch- 
ers. So that by thefe, added to his great 
reafon, and his reftlefs induftry added to 
both, be did not only know more of caufes 
and effeéis; but what be kuew he knew beta 
ter than other men, And with this know- 
ledge he had a mofi bleffed and clear 
method of demonftrating what he knew, 
to the great advantage of all his pupilss 
(which in time were many,) but efpeci- 
ally to his two firft, his dear Edwin San~ 
dys, and his as dear George Cranmer; of 
which there will be a fair teftimony in 
the enfuing relation. . 

This for Mr. Hooker’s learning. And 
for his behaviour, amongft other teftimo- 
nies, this ftill remains of him, that in four 
years he was but twice abfent from the 
chapel prayers; and that his behaviour 
there was fuch as fhewed an awful reve- 
rence of that God which he then worfhip- 
ped and prayed to; giving all outward 
teftimonies that his affeCtions were fet on 

_heavenly things. This was his behaviour 
towards 
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tewards God; and for that to man, it is 
obfervable, that he was never known to 
be angry, or paffionate, or extreme in any 
of his defires; never heard to repine or 
difpute with Providence, but, by a quiet 
gentle fubmiffion and refignation of his 
will to the wifdam of his Creator, bore 
“the burthen of the day with patience; 
never heard to utter an uncomely word ; 
and by this, and a grave behaviour, which 
is a divine charm, he begot an early re~ 
verence unto his perfon, even from thofe 
that at other times, and in other compa- 
nies, took a liberty to caft off that ftri@- 
nefs of behaviour and difcourfe that is 
required in a collegiate life. And when 
he took any liberty to be pleafant, his 
wit was never blemifhed with fedffing, or 
the utterance of any conceit that border- 
ed upon or might beget a thought of 
Joofenefs in his hearers. Thus mild, thus 
innocent and exemplary was his behaviour 
in his college ; and thus this good man 
~ continued till his death ; ftill increafing in 

learning, in patience, and piety. 
In this nineteenth year of his age he 
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was, December 24, 1573, admitted to be 
one of the twenty {cholars of the founda- 
tion; being elected and fo admitted as 
born in Devon or Hampfhire; out of which 
counties a certain number are to be 
eleéted in vacancies by the Founder’s 
flatutes. And now as he was much en- 
couraged ; fo now he was perfeatly incor- 
porated into this beloved college, which 
was then noted for an eminent library, 
ftri& ftudents, and remarkable fcholars. 
And indeed it may glory, that it had 
Cardinal Poole,, but more that it had 
Bithop Jewel, Dr. John Reynolds, and 
Dr. Thomas Jackfon, of that foundation. 
The firft famous for his learned ‘* Apology 
“ for the Church of England,” and his 
 Defenve of it againft Harding.” The 
fecond, for the learned and wife manage 
of a public difpute with John Hart, of 
the Romifh perfuafion, about the head and 
faith of the Church, and after printed by 
confent of both parties. And the third, 
for his moft excellent “‘ Expofition of the 
“ Creed,”’ and other treatifes; all fuch as 
have given greateft fatisfaGtion to men of 

the 
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the greateft learning. Nor was Dr. Jack- 
fon more note-worthy for his learning, 
than for his ftrié& and pious life, teftified 
by his abundant love, and meekne(s, and 
charity to all men. 
And in the year 1576, February 23, Mr, 
Hooker’s grace was given him for Incep- 
‘tor of Arts; Dr. Herbert Weftpbaling, 4 
man of note for learning, being then Vice- 
Chancellor: and the A& following he 
was completed Mafter, which was anno 
1577, his patron, Dr. Cole, being Vice- 
Chancellor that year, and his dear friend, 
Henry Savil of Merton College, being 
then one of the Proétors. It was that 
Henry Savil, that was after Sir Henry 
Savil, Warden of Merton College, and 
Provoft of Eton; he which founded in 
Oxford two famous letures, and endowed 
them with liberal maintenance. 
It was that Sir Henry Savil, that tranf- 
lated and enlightened the « Hiftory of 
/* Cornelius Tacitus,” with a mof excel- 
etent comment; and enriched the world 
by his laborious and cha?geable colledting 
the feattered pieces of St. Chryfoftom, 
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and the publication of them in one entire 
body in Greek; in which language he 
was a moft judicious critic. It was this 
Sir Henry Savil that had the happinefs to 
be a contemporary and familiar friend to 
Mr. Hooker ; and let pofterity know it.. 

And in this year of 1577, he was fo 
happy as to be admitted Fellow of the 
college; happy alfo in being the contem- 
porary and friend of that Dr. John Rey- 
nolds, of whom J have lately fpoken, and 
of Dr. Spencer; both which were after 
and fucceffively made Prefidents of Cor- 
pus Chrifti College; men of great learn- 
ing and merit, and famous in their gene- 
rations. 

Nor was Mr. Hooker more happy in 
his contemporaries of his time and col- 
lege, than in the pupilage and friendthip 
of his Edwin Sandys and George Cran- 
mer; of whom my reader may note, that 
this Edwin Sandys was after Sir Edwin 
Sandys, and as famous for his ‘‘ Speculum 
“ Europe,” as his brother George for 
making pofterity beholden to his pen by 
a learned relation and comment on his 
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dangerous and remarkable travels, and 
for his harmonious tranilation of the 
Palms of David, the Book of Job, and 
other poetical parts of holy writ, into 
moft high and elegant verfe. And for 
Cranmer, his other pupil, I thall refer 
my reader to the printed teftimonies of 
> our learned Mr, Camden, of Fines Morri- 
fon, and others. ~ 
‘© This Cranmer,” (fays Mr. Cam~ 
den, in his Annals of Queen Elizabeth,) 
* whofe Chriftian name was George, was 
“a gentleman of fingular hopes, the 
© eldeft fon of Thomas Cranmer, fon of 
“Edmund Cranmer, the Archbithop’s 
“brother: he {pent much of his youth 
“in Corpus Chrifti College in Oxford, 
‘where he continued Matter ofmmrts for 
*« fome time before he removed, and then 
* betook himfelf to travel, accompanying 
“that worthy gentleman’ Sir Edwin 
“ Sandys into France, Germany, and 
y( Italy, for the {pace of three years; and 
€ after their happy return, he betook 
“"e himfelf to an employment under Se- 
* cretary Davifon, a Privy Counfellor of 
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note, who, foran unhappy undertaking, 
* became clouded and pitied: after whofe 
* fall, he went in place of fecretary with 
“ Sir Henry Killegrew in his embaffage 
§¢ into France: and after his death he was 
“ fought after by the moft noble- Lord 
Mountjoy, with whom he went into 
* Treland, where he remained until ina 
battle againft the rebels near Carling- 
“ ford, an unfortunate wound put an end 
both to his life, and the great hopes 
“that were conceived of him, he being 
“then but in the thirty-fixth year of his 
“ age.” “ 

Betwixt Mr. Hooker and thefe his two 
pupils there was a facred friendfhip; a 
friendfhip made up of religious principles, 
whichmmcreafed daily by a fimilitude of 
inclinations to the fame recreations and 
ftudies; a friendfhip elemented in youth, 
and in an univerfity, free from felf-ends, 
which the friendfhips of age ufually are 
not. And in this {weet, this bleffed, this 
fpiritual amity, they went on for many = 
years: and as the holy Prophet faith, fo 
they took fweet counfel together, and walked 


in 
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in the boufe of God as friends. By which 
means they improved this friendthip to 
fuch a degree of holy amity, as bordered 
upon heaven; a friendthip fo facyed, that 
when it ended in this world, it began in 
that fiext, where it thall have no end. 
And, though this world cannot give 
"any degree of pleafure equal to fuch a 
friendthip; yet obedience to parents, and 
a defire to know the affairs, manners, 
laws, and learning of other nations, that 
they might thereby become the more fer- 
viceable unto their own, made them put 
off their gowns, and leave the college, 
and Mr. Hooker to his ftudies, in which 
he was daily more affiduous, ftill enrich- 
ing his quiet and capacious foul with the 
precious learning of the philofophers, 
cafvifts, and fchoolmen; and with them 
. the foundation and reafon of all laws, both 
facred and civil; and indeed with fuch 
other learning as lay moft remote from the 
ack of common ftudies. And as he was 
Tdiligent in thefe, fo he feemed refilefs in 
1earching the {cope and irftention of God’s 
fpirit revealed to mankind in the facred 


6 TR IPRTOR 7 


Scripture: for the underftanding of which, 
he feemced to be affifted by the fame fpirit 
with which they were written; he that 
regardeth truth in the inward parts, mak- 
ing him to underftand wifdom fecretly. 
And the good man would often fay, 
that * God abhors confufion as contrary » 
« tohis nature ;”? and 4s often fay, “ That . 
“the Scripture was not writ to beget 
*« difputations, and pride, and oppofition 
“ to government; but charity and humi- 
« lity, moderation, obedience to autho- 
‘ rity, and peace to mankind;” of which 
virtues, he would as often fay, no man 
did ever repent himfelf on his death- 
bed. And that this was really his judg- 
ment, did appear in his future writ- 
ings, and in all the aGtions of his life. 
Nor was this excellent man a firanger to 
the more light and airy parts of learning, 
as mufic and poetry; all which he had 
digefted, and made’ ufeful; and of all 
which the reader will have a fair teftimony 
in what will follow. -* 
In the year 1579, the Chancellor or 
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that the public Hebrew LeGture was not 
read according to the ftatutes; nor could 
be, by reafon of a diftemper, that had then 
feized the brain of Mr. Kingfmill, who 
was to read it; fo that it Jay long unread, 
to the great detriment of thofe that were 
fludious of that language. Therefore the 
Chancellor writ .to his Vice-Chancellor, 
and the Univerfity, that he had heard 
fuch commendations of the excellent 

_ knowledge of Mr. Richard Hooker in 
that tongue, that he defired he might be 
procured to read it: and he did, and cqn- 
tinued to do fo till he leit Oxford, 

Within three months after his under- 
taking this Le@ure, (namely in O@ober 
15795) he was with Dr. Reynolds and 
others expelled his college; andsthis let- 
ter, tranfcribed from Dr, Reynolds’s own 
hand, may give fome aggount of it. 


To Sir Francis Kyotres. 


“Tam forry, Right Honourable, that 
fi am enforced to make unto you fuch 
“a fuit, which I cannot move, but [ 
“ muft complain of the unrighteous deal- 

VOL. s “ing 
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‘ing of one of our college, who hath 
“taken upon him, againft all law and 
“ yeafon, to expel out of our houfe both 
“© me and Mr. Hooker, and three other 
“of our fellows, for doing that which 
“by oath we were bound to do. Our 
“ matter muft be heard before the Bifhop 
“ of Winchefter, with whom I do not 
« doubt but we fhall find equity. How- 
“ beit, forafmuch as fome of our adver- 
“ faries have faid that the Bifhopas already 
“ foreflalled, and will not give us fuch 
* audience as we look for; therefore I 
“am humbly to befeech your honour, 
© that you will defire the Bifhop, by your 
“ letters, to let us have juttice ; though it 
“be with rigour, fo it be juftice: our 
“ caufe is.fo good, that Iam fure we fhall 
« prevail by it.;.Thus much I am bold to 
© yequeft of your honour for Corpus Chrifti 
« College fake, or rather for Chrift’s fake; 
« whom I befeech to blefs you with daily 
 increafe of his manifold gifts, and the , 
“ bleffed graces pf his holy Spirit. ‘ 
“ Your honour’s in Chrift to command, -~ 
«© Joun REYNOLDS.” 


ef 
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This expulfion was by Dr. John Bar- 
foote, then Vice-Prefident of the college, 
and Chaplain to Ambrofe Earl of War- 
wick. I cannot learn the pretended 
caufe ; but, that they were reftored the 
fame month is moft certain. 

T return to Mr. Hooker in his college, 
where he continyed his ftudies with all 
quietnefs, for the {pace of three years ; 
about which time he entered into facred 
orders, being then made Deacon and 
Prieft, and, not long after, was appointed 
to preach at St. Paul’s Crofa. 

In order to which fermon, to London 
he came, and immediately to the Shuna- 
mite’s houfe ; which is a houfe fo called, 
for that, befides the ftipend paid the 
preacher, there is provifion made alfo for 
his lodging and diet for two days before, 
and one day after his fermon. This houfe 
was then kept by Joba, Churchman, 
fometimes a draper of godd'note in Wat- 
-ling-ftreet, upon whom poverty had at 
laft come like an armed man, and brought 

“him into a neceffitous condition ; which, 
though it be a punithment, is not always 
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an argument of God’s disfavour; for he 
was a virtuous man. I hall not yet give 
the like teftimony of his wife, but leave 
the reader to judge by what follows. But 
to this houfe Mr. Hooker came fo wet, fo 
weary, and weather-beaten, that he’ was 
never known to exprefs more paffion, than 
againft a friend that diffuaded him from 
footing it to London, and for finding him 
no eafier an horfe, (fuppofing the horfe 
trotted when he did not ;) and at this time 
alfo, fuch a faintnefs“and fear poffeffed 
him, that he would not be perfuaded two 
days reft and quictnefs, or any other 
means could be ufed to make him able to 
preach his Sunday’s fermon: but a warm 
bed, and reft, and drink, proper for a 
cold, given him by: Mrs. Churchman, and 
her diligent attendance added unto it, 
enabled him to perform the office of the 
day, which was in or about the year 
1581. 

And in this firft public appearance to 
the world, he was not fo happy as to he ~ 
free from exceptions againft a point of 
dottrine delivered in his fermon; which 

yas. 
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was,  Fhat in God there were two wills; 
“an antecedent and a confequent will: 
“ his firft will, That all mankind thould 
“Be faved 3 but his fecond will was, That 
“ thofe only thould be faved, that did live 
“ anfwerable to that degree of grace 
‘ which he hadMoffered or afforded them.” 
This feemed to trofs a late opinion of 
Mr. Calvin’s, and then taken for granted 
By many that had not a capacity to exa- 
thine it, as it had been by him before, and 
hath been fince by Mafier Henry Mafon, 
Dr. JackYon, Dr. Hammond, and others of 
great learning, who believe that a con- 
trary opinion intrenches upon the honour 
and juftice of our merciful God. How he 
juttified thisgy, will not undertake to de- 
clare; but it was not excepted again (as 
Mr. Hooker declares in his rational anfwer 
to Mr. Travers) by John Elmer, then 
Bithop of London, at thts time one of 
his auditors, and at laft one of his advo- 
-*eates too, when Mr. Hooker was accufed 
_ tor it, 

But the juftifying ofthis do@rine did 
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kindnefs of Mrs. Churchman’s curing him 
of his late diftemper and cold; for that 
was fo gratefully apprehended by Mr. 
Hooker, that he thought himfelf bound 
in confcience to believe all that the faid: 
fo that the good man came to be perfuad- 
ed by her, “ that he was a man of a 
*¢ tender conftitution ;’’ and “ that it was 
 beft for him to have a wife, that might 
“ prove a nurfe to him; fuch an one ds 
“* might both prolongypis life, and make 
“it more comfortablé3 and fuch a one 
“ the could. and would provide fer him, 
“if he thought fit to marry.” And he 
not confidering, that the children of this 
world are wifir in their generation than 
the children of light; but, lggya true Na- 
thaniel, fearing no guile, becaufe he meant 
none, did give her fuch a power as Eleazer 
was trufted with, (you may read it in the 
book of Genefi} when he was fent to 
choofe a wife for Iaac; for even fo he 
trufted her to choofe for him, promifing” 
upon a fair fummons to return to London, 
and accept of her choice : and he did fo 
in- that or about the year Following. 
nS we 
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Now, the wife provided for him was her 
dau heer Joan, who brought him neither 
ay nor portion; and for her conditions, \ 
they were too like that wife’ 's, which ts 
by Solomon compared to a dripping 
houfe: fo that the good man had no rea- 
fon to rejoice im the wife of bis youth; but 
too juft caufe to fay with the holy Pro- 
phet, Vo is me, that I am conflrained to 
have my babitation in the tents of Kedar ! 
This choice of. Mr. Hooker's (if it were 
his choice) may be wondered at: but let 
us eongder that the Prophet Ezekiel fays, 
There is a wheel within a wheel; a fecret 
facred wheel of Providence, (moft vifible 
m marriages,) guided by his hand, that 
allows not B@race to the fwvift, nor bread to 
the wife, nor“ good wives to good men: 
and he that can bring good out of evil 
(for mortals are blind to this reafon) only 
knows why this bleffigggiwas denied to 
patient Job, to meek Mofes, and to our 
as meek and patient Mr. Hooker. But fo 
it was; and Iet the reader ceafe to won- 
der, for affliction is a divine dict; which 
though * be not pleafing to mankind, -yet 
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Almighty God hath often, very often, im- 
pofed it as good, though bitter pyc to 
thofe children, whofe fouls are deavéft to 
him, és 

And by this marriage the good man was 
drawn from the tranquillity of his college 5 
from that garden of picty? of pleafure, of 
peace, and a fweet converfation, into the 
thorny wildernefs of a buly world; in- 
to thofe corroding cares that attend a 
married priefty and a aguntry parfonage 
which was Draiton Beauchamp i Buck- 
inghamfhire, not far from Ailfbugyy and 
in the diocefe of Lincoln; to which -he 
was prefented by Jobn Cheney, Efq. 
(then patron of it) the ninth of: Decem- 
ber, 1584, where-he bchavgd himfelf fo 
as to give no accafion of evil, but (as St. 
Paul advifeth a-minilier of God) ia much 
putience, in afflifions, in anguifbes, in ne- 
ceffities, in pomalify and xo doubt in long 
Jugering ; yet tregbling no man with his 
difconteuts and wants. 

And in this condition he continued 
about a year; in which time his two 
pupils, Edwin Sandys and George Cran- 

“omy 
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mer, took a journey.to fee their tutor ; 
where_they found him with:a book in 
his hate ae the Odes of Horace,) 
he being then ike humble and innocent 
Abel, tending Ris fmall allotment of theep 
in a common field; which he told his pu- 
. pils he was forced to do then, for:that 
his fervant was gone home to dine, and 
aflift his wife to do fome neceffary houfe- 
hold bufinefs. But when his fervant re- 
turned and. releafed him, then his two 
pupilsattended:- kim unto his hoafey where 
their. bet entertainment, was. bis quiet 
‘Company, which wae-prefently denied 
them; for Ricberd was culled 10 rock the 
cradle} and. the reft¥df their welcome 
was fo like this, that they flaid-but till 
next motning; which was time enough to 
difcover and pity their tutor’s condition : 
‘and they having in that tise rejoiced in 
the remembrance, and tha pSraphrafed 
on many of the innocé€*recreations of 
their younger days, and other like diver- 
fions, and thereby given him as much 
prefent comfort as they ‘were able, they 
were forces? to leave him to the company 
of 
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of his wife Joan, and feek themfelves a 
quieter lodging for next night. But at 
their parting from him, My. Cranvher faid, 
*é Good tutor, I am forry your lot is fallen 
“ in no better ground, as tovyour parfonages 
© and more forry that your wife proves 
“< not a more comforfable companion, , 
* after you have weariéd yourfelf in your 
« reflefs Audies.” ‘To whom the good 
man replied, “ My dear George, if faints 
« have wfually a’double thare in the mife- 
« ries of this life, I, that am none, ought 
« not to repine-at what my wife Creator 
“ hath appointed for me; but labour (as 
& indeed I do-daily) to fabmit mine to 
« his will, and poffefs my foul in patience 
* and peace.” 

At their return to London, Edwin Sandys 
acquaints his father, who was then Arch- 
bifhop of York, with his tutor’s fad condi- 
tion, and folnetta for his removal to fome 
benefice that might give him a more quict 
anda more comfortable fubfiftence 5 which 
his father did moft willingly grant him, 
when it fhould next fall into his power. 
And not long after this tine, “which was 
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in the year 1585, Mr. Alvy (Mafter of the 
Temple) died, who was a man of a ftri& 
life, .of feat leaining, and of fo vencrable 
hacer oe gain fo high a degree of 
love and reverénce from all men, that he 
was generally known by the name of Fa- 
’ ther Alvy. Anavat the Temple-reading, 
next after the death of this Father. Alvy, 
he the faid Archbithop of York being then 
at dinner with the Judges, the Reader, 
and Benchers of that fociety, met with a 
general condolement for the death of Fa- 
ther Alvy, and with a high commenda- 
tion of his faint-like life, and of his great 
merit both towards God and man ; and as 
they bewailed his death, fo they withed for 
a like pattern of virtue and learning to 
fucceed him. .And here came in a fair 
oceafion for the Bithop to commend Mr. 
* Hooker to Father Alvy’s plate, which he 
did with fo effeCtual an#emenefinefs, and 
that feconded with fo many other tefti- 
monies of his worth, that Mr. Hooker 
was tent for from Draiton Beauchamp to 
London, ayd there the mafterfhip of the 
Tense pe ‘pofed unto him by the Bithop, 
. as 
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as a greater freedom from his country 
cares, the advantage of a_better fociety, 
and a more liberal penfioi tharts coun- 
try parfonage did afford hjet. But thefe 
reafons were not powerfulyenough to in- 
cline him to a willing aéceptance of it: 
his wifh was rather to gain a better coun- 
try living, where he might “ fee God’s 
« bleffing {pring out of the earth, and be 
“ free from noife,” (fo he expreffed the de- 
fre of his heart,) ‘and eat that bread which 
“ he might more properly call his own, in 
“ privacy and qrietnefs.” But, notwith- 
ftatiding this averfencfs, he was at laft 
perfuaded to accept of the Bifhop’s pro- 
pofal, and was by * patent for life made 
Malier of the Temple the 17th of March, 


2 This you may find in the Temple Records. Will. 
Ermftead was .Mafter of the Temple at the ditfolution 
of the Priory, ave ged 2 E 

Richard Alvy, “Divinity, Pat. 13 Feb. 2 Eliz. 
Magifter five Cuftos Domis et Ecclefim novi Templi, 
died 27 Eliz. 

Richard Hooker fucceeded that year by patent, in ter~ 
minis, as Alvy had it, and he left it 33 Eliz. 


‘That year Dr. Belgey fucceeded Richan, Hooker. 
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1585, he being then in the 34th year of 
his age. 

Aud here 7 fhall make a top; and, that 
the reademay the better judge of what 
follows, give “hin a character of the 
times, and ten'per of the people of this 
nation, when Mr. Hooker had his admif- 
* fion into this place; a place which he ac- 
cepted, rather than defired: and yet here 
he promifed himfelf a virtuous quictnefs, 
that ble(fed tranquillity which he always 
prayed and laboured fof, that fo he might 
in peace bring forth the fruits of peace, 
and glorify God by uninterrupted prayers 
and praifes, For this he always thirted 
and prayed: but Almighty God did not 
grant it; for his adiniffion into this place 
was the very beginning of thofe oppofi- 
tions and anxieties, which till then this 
good man was a ftranger to; and of 
which the reader may guefg by what fol- 
lows. ior 
In this chara&ter of the times I fhall, 
by the reader’s favour, and for his informa- 
tion, look fo far back aso the beginning 
of the reign of Queen Elizabeth ; a time, 

: in 
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in which the many pretended titles to 
the crown, the frequent treafons, the 
doubts of her fucceffory the-Jate civil 
war, and the {harp perlecutjes“ for reli- 
gion that raged to the€fufion of fo 
much blood in the reign cf Queen Mary, 
were frefh in the memory of all men; 
and begot fears in thé moft pious and 
wifeft of this nation, left the like days 
fhould return again to them, or their pre- 
fent pofterity, And the apprehenfion of 
thefe dangers begot a hearty defire of a 
fettlement in the Church and State ; be- 
lieving there wds no other probable way 
left to make them fit quietly under their 
own vines and fig-trecs, and enjoy the de- 
fired fruit of their labours. But time, and 
peace, and plenty, begot felf-ends; and 
thefe begot animofities, envy, oppofition, 
and unthankfulnefs for thofe very bleffings 
for which they lately thirfted, being then 
the very utmoft of their defires, and even 
beyond their hopes. 

This was the temper of the times in 
the beginning of her reign; and thus it 
continued too long ; for thole very people 
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that had enjoyed the defires of their hearts 
in a reformation from the Church of 
Rome; became at laft fo like the grave, as 
never to be fatisfied, but were {till thirft- 
ing for more ail more ; negleéting to pay 
that obedience, and perform thofe vows, 
. which they made in their days of adver- 
‘fities and fear: fo, that in a fhort time 
there appeared three feveral interefts, each 
of them fearlefs and refilefs in the profe- 
cution of their defigns : they may for dif- 
tinction be called, the “ a@ive Romanitts,” 
the  reftlefs Nonconformitts,” (of which 
there were many forts,) aiid the « paffive 
peaceable Proteftant.”” The counfels of the 
firft confidered and refolved on in Rome: 
the fecond both in Scotland, in Geneva, 
and in divers felected, fecret, dangerous 
conventicles, both there and within the 
bofom of vur own nation: the third plead- 
‘ed and defended their caufe-by eftablithed 
laws, both ecclefiattical and civil : and if 
they were active, it was to prevent the 
other two from deftroying what was by 
thofe known Jaws happily eftablithed to 
them wand their poflerity. 

T fhall 
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1 fhall forbear to mention the very 
many and dangerous plots of the Roman- 
ifts againft the Church and State; becaufe 
what is principally intended if this di- 
greflion, is an account of the opinions and 
adtivity of the Nonconformifts 3 dgainft 
whole judgment and practice Mr. [looker 
became at lalt, but moft unwillingly, to” 
-b¢ engaged in a book-war ; a war which 
he maintained not as againft an enemy, 
but with the fpirit of mecknefs and rea- 
fon. 

In which number of Nonconformifts, 
though fome ‘might be fincere, well- 
meaning men, whofe indifereet zeal might 
be fo like charity, as thereby to cover a 
multitude of their errors; yet of this party 
there were many that were poffefled with 
a high degree of tpiritual wickednefs ; 1 
mean with an innate reftlefs pride and 
malice ; I dg not mean the vifible carnal 
fins of glut ony and drunkennefs, and 
the like, (from which, good Lord, deliver 
us;) but fins of a higher nature, becaute 
they are more«unlike God, who is the 
God of love, and mercy, and’ order, and 
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peace; and more like the Devil, who is 
not a glutton, nor can be drunk, and yet 
is a Devil: but I mean thofe {piritual wick- 
edneffes of malice and revenge, and an op- 
pofitjon to government : men that joyed to 
be the authors of inifery, which is proper- 
ly his work that is the enemy and diftarber 
of mankind; and thereby greater finners 
than the glutton or drunkard, though 
fome will not believe it. And of this party 
there were alfo many, whom prejadice and 
a furious zeal had fo blinded, as to make 
them neither to hear reafon, nor adhere 
to the ways of peace; men, that were the 
very dregs and peft of mankind; men, 
whom pride and fclt-conceit had made to 
overvalue their own pitiful crooked wif- 
dom fo much, as not to be afhamed to 
hold foolith and umnannerly  difputes 
againft thofe men whom they ought to 
reverence, and thofe la which they 
ought to obey; nen, that laboured and 
joyed firfi to find out the faults, and then 
to fpeak evil of government, and to be 
the authors of confufioh ; men, whom 
company, and converiation, and cuflom 
had at laft fo blinded, und made fy infen- 

VOL. [, oy fible 
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fible that thefe were fins, that, like thofe 
that perifhed in the gainfaying of Core; 
fo thefe died without repenting of thefe 
fpiritual wickednelles ; of which the prac- 
tices of Coppinger and Hycket in their 
lives, and the death of them and their 
adherents, are, God knows, too fad exam- 
ples, and ought to be cautions to thofe 
men that are inclined to the like fpiritual 
wickednefles. 

And in thefe times, which tended thus 
to confufion, there were alfo many of thefe 
feruple- mongers, that pretended a tender- 
nefs of confcience, refufing to take an 
oath before a lawful magifirate: and yet 
thefe very men in their fecret conven- 
ticles did covenant and fwear to each 
other, to be affiduous and faithful in 
ufing their beft endeavours to fet up 
the Prefbyterian doctrine and difcipline ; 
and both ingagfach a manner as they 
themfelves had ‘not yet agreed on ; but, 
up that government mutt. To which 
end there were many that wandered up 
and down, and were aétive in fowing dit- 
contents und fedition, by venomous and 
fecret murmurings, aud a difperfion of 

feur- 
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fcurrilous pamphlets and libels againft the 

Church and State; but efpecially againtt 

the Bifhops; by which means, together 

with venomoys and indiferect fermons, 

the ie clade people became fo fanatic, as 

to believe the Bithops to be Antichrift, 

and the only obfiruéters of God's difei- 
“pline; and at alt (ome of them were 
given over to fo bloody a zeal, and fuch 

other defperate delufions, as to find out a 

text in the Revelation of St. John, that 

Antichrift was to be overcome by the Sword, 

So that thofe very men, that began with 

tender and meck petitions, proceeded to 

admonitions; then to fativical remon- 

ftrances ; and at latt (having, like Abfalom, 

numbered who was not, and who was, 

. for their caufe) they got a fuppofed cer- 
tainty of fo great a party, that they durft 

threaten firft the Bifhops, and then the 

Queen and Parliament : to aj which they 

were fecretly encouraged ae Earl of 

Leicefter, then in great favour with her 

Majefty, and the reputed cherifher and 

patron-gencral of thefe pretenders to ten- 

dernefg of confeience ; his defign being, 

T 2 ; en 
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by their means, to bring fuch an odium 
upon the Bifhops, as to procure an alien- 
ation of their lands, and a large pro- 
portion of them for himfelf: which ava~ 
ricious defire had at lat fo blinded his 
reafon, that his ambitious and greedy 
hopes feemed to put him into a prefent . 
pofteffion of Lambeth; Houte. 

And to thefe undertakings the Non-- 
conformifis of this nation were much en- 
couraged and heightened by a correfpon- 
dence and confederacy with that brother- 
hood in Scotland ; fo that here they be- 
came fo bold, that one* told the Queen 
openly in a fermon, “ fhe was like an un- 
“ tamed heifer, that would not be ruled 
by God’s people, but obftructed his 
& difcipline.” And in Scotland they were 
more confident ; for there” they declared 
her an Atheift, and grew to fuch an height, 
as not to be_accountable for any thing 
fpoken agailift her, nor for treafon againft 
their own King, if it were but fpoken in 


@ Mr. Dering. | 
® Vide Bithop Spotfwood’s Hiftory of the Church of 
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the pulpit ; fhewing at laft fuch a dif- 
obedience to him, that his mother be- 
ing in England, and then in difirefs, and 
in prifon, afd in danger of death, the 
Church denied the King their prayers for 
her; and at another tine, when he had 
appointed a day of feafting, the Church 
declared for a géneral faft, in oppofition 
to his authority, 

To this height they were grown in 
both nations, and by thefe means there 
was diflilled into the minds of the com- 
mon people fuch other venomous and ture 
bulent principles, as were inconfiftent with 
the fafety of the Church and State: and 
thefe opinions vented fo daringly, ‘thar, 
befide the Jofs of life and limbs, the go- 
vernors of the Church and State were 
forced to ufe fuch other feverities as will 
not admit of an excule, if it had not been 
to prevent the gangrene offgonfufion, and 
the perilous conlequences of it; which, 
without fuch prevention, would have been 
firft confufion, and then ruin and mifery to 
this numexous nation. ; 

Thele errors and animofities were fo 
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remarkable, that they begot wonder in 
an ingenious Italian, who being about 
this time come newly into this nation, 
and confidering them, writ {coffingly-to a 
friénd in his own country, to this purpofe : 
“ That the common people of England 
«¢ were wifer than the wifeft of his nation ; 
* for here the very women and thopkeep- 
“ ers were able to judge of predeftination, 
“¢ and todetermine what laws were fit to be 
* made concerning church-government ; 
“and then, what were fit to be obeyed 
“ or abolifhed. That they were more 
“ able (or at leaft thought fo) to raife 
“ and ‘determine perplexed cafes of con- 
“{ctence, than the wifet of the mott 
“« learned colleges in Italy. That men of 
“ the flighteft learning, and the moft ig- 
“‘norant of the common pcople, were 
“ mad for a new, or fuper, or re- reforma~- 
“ tion of religgton ; and that in this they 
“ appeared like that man, who would ne- 
«* ver ceafe to whet and whet his knife, 
« till there was no fteel left to make it 
« ufeful.”, And he concluded-his letter 
with this obfervation, “ That thofe very 
‘ ** men 
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“ men that were moft bufy in oppdfitions, 
“Cand difputations, and controverfies, and 
‘finding out the faults of their govern- 
* ons, had ufually the leaft of humility and 
7 niortification, or of the power of godli- 
“ nefs.” 

And to heighten all thefe difcontents 
and dangers, there was alfo fprung up a 
generation of godjcfs men ; men that had 
fo long given way to their own lufts and 
delufions, and fo highly oppofed the 
bleffed motions of his Spirit, and the in- 
ward light of their owy confciences, that 
they became the very flaves of vice, and 
had thereby finne: themfelveg 
Nef of that which they would, ‘butcould 
not believe ; into a belief whichié repug- 
nant even to human nature ; (for the Hea- 
thens believe that there are many Gods ;) 
but thefe had finned themfelves into a be- 
lief that there was no Gags and fo find- 
ing nothing in themfelves, but what was 
worle than nothing, began to with what 
they were not able to » hope for, namely, 
That they. might be like the beafts that. perifh ; 
an‘lin wicked company (which isthe Athe- 
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ift’s fanétuary) were fo bold as to fay fo: 

‘though the worft of mankind, when ke 
is left alone at midnight, may with, but 
is not then able to think it y even into a 
belief that there is no God. Into ‘this 
wretched, this reprobate condition, many 
had then finned themfelves. 

And now, when the Church was peftered 
with them, and with all thofe other fore- 
named irregularities; when her lands 
were in danger of alienation, her power 
at leaft neglected, and her peace torn to 
pieces by feveral fchifms, and fuch here- 
fies a8 dqusfually attend that fin ; (for he- 
tefies dp thaally outlive their firft authors 5) 

: when::the® gommon people feemed ambi- 
tious of doing thofe very things that were 
forbidden and attended with mott dangers, 
that thereby: they might be punifhed, and 
then applauded and “pitied : when they 
called. the fpizit of oppofition a tender 
confcience, and complained of perfecution, 
becaufe they wanted power to perfecute 
others : when the giddy multitude raged, 
and became refilefs to find out wifery for 
themfelves and others; and the ralfole 

would 
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would herd themfelves together, aud en- 
deayour to govern and act in fpite of au- 
thority: in this extremity of fear, and 
danger of the Church and State, when, 
to flpprefs the growing evils of both, 
they needed a man of prudence and piety, 
and of an high and fearlefs fortitude, 
they were bleit it all by John Whitgift 
his being made Archbithop of Canter- 
bury ; of whom Sir Henry Wotton (that 
knew him well in his youth, and had 
ftudied him in his age,) gives this true 
chara@er; “That he.was a man of 
“reverend and facred memope: and of 
“the primitive temper ; fuchmazesitiper, 
“as when the Church by lowlfiels® of 
“fpirit did flourith in highet’exam- 
ples of virtue.” And indeed this man 
proved fo. 

And though T dare not undertake to add 
to this excellent and true eharaer of Sir 
Henry Wotton; yet I fhall neither do 
right to this difcourfe, nor to my reader, 
if I forbear to give him a further and 
fhort accaunt of the life and manners of 
this*excellent man; and it thall be thort, 

F ee 
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for I 1ong to end this digreffion, that I 
may lead my reader back to Mr. Hooker, 
where we left him at the Temple. 

John Whitgitt was born m the equnty 
of Lincoln, of a family that was ancient, 
and noted to be both prudent, and affable, 
aud gentle by:nature. He was educated 
in Cambridge ; much of his learning was 
acquired in Pembroke-[all; (where Mr. 
Bradford the martyr was his tutor ;) from 
thence he was removed to Peter-Houfe ; 
from thence to be Matter of Pembroke- 
Hall; and from thence to the Mafterfhip of 
Trinity-@ollege. About which time,the 
Quoefs him her Chaplain ; and not 
long af Prebend of Ely, and.then Dean 

_ of Linéoln ; and having for many years 
patt looked upon him with much reverence 
and favour, gave him a fair teftimony of 
both, by giving him the bithopric of 
Worcefter, and (which was not with her a 
ufual favour) forgiving him his firft-fruits ; 
then by conftituting him Vice-Prefident 
of the Principality of Wales. And hav- 
ing experimented his wifdom, his juftice, 
and moderation in the manage of het’ af- 
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fairs in both thefe places, the id the 
twenty-fixth of her reign made him 
Archbifhop of Canterbury, and, not long 
after, of her Privy Council ; and trufted 
him to manage all her ecclefiaftical affairs 
and preferments. In all which removes, 
he was like the Ark, which left a blefling 
upon the place wlicre it refted ; and in all 
his employments was like Jehoiada, that 
did good unto Irae]. 

Thefe were the fteps of this Bithop’s 
afcenfion to this place of dignity and 
cares: in which place. (to fpeak Mr, 
Camden’s very words in his Annale of 
Queen Elizabeth) “he ‘eonte- 
“ crated both his whole life té*@édssand 
“his painful labours to the good: of his 
“ Church,” And yet in this place he 
met with many oppofitions in the regula- 
tion of church-affairs, which were much 
difordered at his entrance, by reafon of 
the age and remiflnefs of Bifhop Grindal, 
his immediate predeceffor, the activity of 
the Nonconformifts, and their chief aflitt- 
ant the Earl of Leicefter ; and indeed by 
too" *many others of the like facrilegious 

prin- 
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principles. With thefe he was to en- 
counter; and though he wanted neitder 
courage, nora good caufe, yet he forefaw, 
that, without a great meafure of. the 
Queen’s favour, it was impoflible to fland 
in the breach, that had been lately made 
into the lands and immunities of the 
Church, or indeed to maintain the re- 
maining lands and rights of it. And 
therefore by juttifiable facred infinua- 
tions, fuch as St. Paul to Agrippa, 
(“ Agrippa, believeft thou? I know thou 
* believeft,”) he. wrought himtelf irito fo 
great a degree of favour with’ her, as, by 
his pious fife of it, hath got both of t¥em 
a gréat™ “degree of fame in this world, 
and of glory in that into which they are 
now both entered. 

His merits to the Queen, and her fa- 
vours to him, were fuch, that the called 
him der Little black hbufband, and called 
his fervants her fervants: and the faw fo 
vifible and bleffed a fincerity thine in all 
his cares and endeavours for the Church’s 
and for her good, that fhe was. fuppofed 
to truft him with the very fecrets of ‘ser 
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foul, and to make him her confelfor ; of— 
which the gave many fair teftimonies ; 
and of which one was, that « the would 
“never eat flefh in Lent, without obtain- 
“ ing a licence from her little black huf- 
“ band” and would often: fay, * fhe pitied 
“him becanfe the trufied him, and had 
“ thereby cafed. herfelf by laying the bur- 
“then of all her clergy-cares upog his 
“ fhoulders, which he managed with pru- 
“ dence aud piety.” 

I thall not keep myfelf within the pro- 
mifed rules of brevity in this account of 
hia interet with her Majetty, and his 
care of the Church’s rights, if in this 
digreflion 1 thould enlarge to particulars ; 
and therefore my defire is, that one ex- 
ample may ferve for 4 teftimony of both. 
And, that the reader may the better un- 
derftand it, he may take notice, that not 
many ycars before his being made Arch- 
bithop, there paffed an a@ or aéts of Par- 
liament, intending the better prefervation 
of the Church -lands, by recalling a power 
which was vefted i others to fell or 
leale them, by lodging and trufting the 

future 
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-future dare and. prote@tion of them only 
in the Crown: and amongft many that 
made a bad ufe of this power or truft~ ‘of 
the Queen’s, the Earl of Leicefter was 
one; and the Bifhop having, by his in- 
tereft with her Majefly, put a ftop to the 
Earl’s facrilegious defigns, they two fell 
to an open oppofition before her; after 
which they both quitted the room, not 
friends in appearance. But the Bithop 
made a fudden and a feafonable return to 
her Majefty, (for he found her alone,) 
and fpake to her with great humility and 
reverence, to this purpofe. 

“ I. befeech your Majefty to hear me 
with patience, and to believe that yours 
“ and the Church’s fafety are dearer to 
me than my ‘life, but my confcience 
« dearer than both: and therefore give 
« me leave to do my duty, and tell you, 
‘© that Princes are deputed nurfing Fa- 
‘¢ thers of the Church, and owe it a pro- 
“ te@tion ; and therefore God forbid that 
i) you fhould be fo much as paffive in her 
“ ruin, when you" may prevent it; or 
«that I fhould behold it without horror 

and 


MR. RICHARD HGORER. a8 
“and deteftation; or thould forbdar to 
* tell your Majefty of the fin and danger 
“ of facrilege. And though you and 
“ myfelf were born in an age of frailties, 
when the primitive piety and care of 
“the Charch’s Jands aud immunities are 
“much decayed; yet, Madam, let me 
“ beg that you would firft confider that 
“ there are fuch fins as profanenefs and 
“ facrilege ; and that, if there were not, 
“ they could not have names in holy writ, 
“and particularly in the New Teftament. 
“And I befeech you to confider, that 
“though our Saviour faid, He judged no 
‘ man sand, to teltify it, would not judge 
“nor divide the inheritance betwixt the 
“two brethren, nor would judge the- 
“woman taken in adultery ; yet in this 
point of the Church’s rights he was 
. fo zealous, that he made himfelf both 
“the accufer and the judge, and the 
“executioner too, to punith thefe fins ; 
“ witneffed, in that he himfelf made the 
“whip to drive the profaners out of the 
‘© Temple, overthrew the tables of the 
““money-changers, and droye them out 
“ of 


“ 
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* 6 of lt, And befeech you to confider, 
that it was St. Paul that faid to thofe 
«© Chriftians of his time that were offended 
“€ with idolatry, and yet committed facri- 
“ lege ; Thou that abborreft idols, doft thou 
“commit facrilege ? {uppofing, 1 think, 
“ facrilege the greater fin. This may 
* occafion your Majefty to confider, that 
* there is fuch a fin as facrilege; and to 
“incline you to prevent the curfe that 
“will follow it, I befeech you alfo to 
“ confider, that Conftantine the firft 
“ Chriftian Emperor, and Helena his'mo- 
“ther; that King Edgar, and Edward 
« the Confeffor ; and indeed many others 
* of your predeceflors, and many private 
“¢ Chriftians, have alfo given to God, and 
*€ to his Church, much land, and many 
“ immunities, which they might have 
given to thofe of their own families, and 
‘¢ did not; but gave them for ever as an 
“ abfolute right and facrifice to God: and 
*¢ with thefe immunities and lands they 
‘ have entailed a curfe upon the alicnators 
“of them: God prevent your Majefly 
“ and your fuccettors trom being liab?e to 
© that 
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“that curfe, which will cleavé untg:” 
“ Church-lands, as the leprofy to the 
* Jews, 

* And to make you, that are trufted 
“with their prefervation, the better to 
“ underftand the danger of it, T befeech 
“ you, turget not, that, to prevent thefe 
 curfes, the Church’s land aid power 
“ have been alfo endeavoured to be pre- 
“ferved, as far as human -eaton and the 
“Jaw of this nation have been able to 
“ preferve them, by ‘in immediate and 
© moft facred obligation on the confei- 
“ ences of the Princes of this realm. For 
“they that confult Magna Charta fhall 
“find, that as all your predeceffors were 
“at their coronation, fo you alfo werd 
“fworn before all the nobility and bi- 
“ thops then prefent, and in the prefence 
“of God, and in his fead to him that 
‘anointed you, to maintain the Church. 
© lands, and the rights belongirig to its 
“and this you yourfelf have tellified 
“openly to God at the holy altar, by 
“laying your hands ch the Pible then 
© lying lipon it. And not only Magna 
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‘« Charta, but many modern ftatutes have 

“ denounced a curfe upon thofe that 
“break Magna Charta; a curfe hke 
“the leprofy, that was entailed on the 
* Jews: for as that, fo thefe curfes have 
“ and will cleave to the very flones of 
® thofe buildings that have been confe- 
“crated to God; and the father’s fin of 
“ facrilege hath and will prove to be en- 
tailed on his fon and family. And now, 
“ Madam, what account can be given 
“ for the breach of this oath at the laft 
“ great day, either by your Majefty, or 
“ by me, if it be wilfully or but negli- 
“ gently violated, { know not. 

“ And therefore, good Madam, let not 
© the late Lord’s exceptions againft the 
“ failings of fome few clergymen prevail 
© with you to punith pofterity for the er- 
“rors of this prefent age: let particular 
«¢men fuffer for their particular crrors ; 
© but let God and his Church have their 
“ inheritance : and though I pretend not 
“ to prophefy, yet I beg pofterity to take 
« notice of what is already become vifible 


“in many families; that Charch-land, 
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“added to an ancient and jut inhérit- 
* ance, hath proved like a moth fretting 
“a garment, and fecretly confamed both : 
“ or like the cagle that ftole a coal from 
“ the altar, and thereby fet her neft on 
“fire, which confiimed both her young 
““ eagles, and herfelf that ftole it. And 
% though T {hall forbear to {peak reproach- 
© fully of your father, yet I beg you to 
“ take notice, that a part of the Church’s 
“rights, added to the vafi treafure left 
“him by his father, hath been conceived 
“to bring an unavoidable, confumption 
“ upon both, notwithftanding all his dili- 
“ gence to preferve them, 

“ And confider, that after the violation 
“ of thofe laws, to which he had fworn 
“in Magna Charta, God did {o far deny 
him his reftraining grace, that as King 
*€ Saul, atter he was forlaken of God, fell 
“ from one fin to another; fo he, till at 
“aft he fell into greater fins than I am 
“ willing to mention. Madam, religion 
“ is the foundation and cement of human 
* fovieties 5 and when they that ferve at 
© God altar thall be expofed to poverty. 
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« then religion itfelf will be expofed to 


“ feorn, and become contemptible; as 
“ you may already obferve it to be in 
“ too many poor vicarages in this nation. 
“ And therefore, as you are by a late act 
“ or acts of Parliament entrufted with a 
“ great power to preferve or wafte the 
“ Chureh’s lands; yet difpote of them, 
“ for Jefus’ fake, as you have promifec; 
* to men, and vowed to God, that is, as 
“the donors intended: Jet neither falfe- 
“ hood nor flattery beguile you to do 
« otherwife ; but put a fiop to God’s and 
« the Levites portion, [ befeech you, and 
“ to the approaching ruins of his Church, 
“ as you expect comfort at the laft great 
« day ; for Kings muft be judged. Par- 
« don this affectionate plainnefs, my moft 
“ dear Sovereign, and let me beg to be 
« ill continued in your favour ; and the 
Lord ftill continue you in his.” 

The Quceen’s patient hearing this af- 
feétionate fpeech, and her future care to 
preferve the Church’s rights, which till 
then had beech negleéted, may appear a 
fair teftimony, that he made hers znd the 

Church’s 
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Church’s good the chiefett of hid cares," 
and that the alfo thought fo. And of this 
there were fitch daily teftinonies given, 
as begot betwixt them fo mutual a joy 
and confidence, that they feemed born to 
believe and do goed to each other; the 
not doubting his piety to be more than 
all his oppoters, which were many 5 nor 
doubting his prudence to be equal to the 
chiefett of her council, who were then as 
remarkable for active wifdom, as. thofe 
dangerous times did require, or this nation 
did ever enjoy. And in His condition he 
continued twenty years, in which time 
he faw fome flowings, but many more 
ebbings of her favour, towards all men, 
that had oppofed him, efpe: ally the Karl 
of Leicefter : fo that God teemed (ill to 
keep him in her favour, that he might 
preferve the remaining Church-lands and 
immunities from facrilegious alienations. 
And this good man deterved all the ho- 
nour and power with which the gratified 
and trufted him; for he was a pious 
man, and paturally of noble and grateful 
principles : he eafed her of all her Church- 
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cares ity his wife manage of them; he 
gave her faithful and prudent counfels in 
all the extremities and dangers of her 
temporal affairs, which were very many 5 
he lived to be the chief comfort of her life 
in her declining age, and to be then moft 
frequently with her, and her affiftant at 
her private devotions ; he lived to be the 
greateft comfort of her foul upon her 
death-bed, to be prefent at the expira- 
tion of her Jaft breath, and to behold the 
clofing of thofe eyes that had long looked 
upon him with reverence and affection, 
And let this alfo be added, that he was 
the chief mourner at her fad funeral ; nor 
Jct this be forgotten, that, within a few 
hours after her death, he was the happy 
proclaimer, that King James (ber peaceful 
fuceeffor) was heir to the crown. 

Tet me beg of my reader to allow me 
to fay a little, and but a little, more of 
this good Bithop, and I fhall then pre- 
fently lead him back to Mr. Hooker ; 
and, becaufe 1 would haften, | will men- 
tion but one part of the Bifhop’s charity 
and humility; but this of both. "He 
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built a large alms-houfe near to his own 
palace at Croydon in Surry, and engowed 
it with maintenance for a mafter and 
twenty-eight poor men and women; 
which he vifited fo often, that he knew 
their names and difpofitions ; and was fo 
truly humble, that he called them bro- 
thers and fifters: and whenfoever the 
Quecn defcended to that lowlinefs to 
dine with him at his palace in Lambeth, 
(which was very often,) he would ufually 
the next day thew the like lowlinefs to 
his poor brothers and {jfters at Croydon, . 
and dine with them at his hoipital 5 at 
which time, you may believe, there was 
joy at the table, And at thig place he 
built alfo a fair free-fchool, with a godt 
accommodation and maintenance for the 
matter and {cholars. Which gave jutt 
occafion for Boyle Sifi, then ambaflador 
for the French King, and refident here, 
at the Bifhop’s death, to fay, “ The Bi- 
“ fhop had publithed many learned books; 
“but a free-fchool to train» up youth, 
“and ay hofpital to lodge and maintain 
“aod and poor people, were the beft 

Ud « oye 
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“evidences of Chriftian learning that a 
“ Bigbop could leave to pofterity.” This 
good Bithop lived to fee King James fet- 
tled in peace, and then fell into an ex- 
treme ficknefs at his palace in Lambeth; of 
which when the King had notice, he went 
prefently to vifit him, and found him in 
his bed in a declining condition, and very 
weak ; and after fome fhort difcourfe be- 
twiat them, the King at his departure aflur- 
edhim, He hada great affection for him, 
“and a very high value for his prudence 
‘and virtues, and would endeavour to 
“ beg his life of God for the good of his 
“ Church.” ‘To which the good Bithop 
replied,w Pro Ecclefia Dei, pro Ecclefia 
“ Dei:” Which were the lait words he 
ever fpake ; therein te(tifying, that as in 
his life, fo at his death, his chicfeft care 
was of God’s Church. 

This John Whitgift was made Arch- 
bifhop in the year 1583. Jn which bufy 
place he continued twenty years and 
fome months; and in which time you 
may believe he had many trials of his 
courage and patience: but his motto whs, 


Mn. RidHarp HOOKER. N a@y° 
“ Vincit, qui patitur ;” and he nflade it 
god, 

Many of h’s niany trials were occa- 
fioned by the then powerful Earl of Lei- 
cefier, who did fill (but fecretly) raife 
and cherith a faction of Nonconformitts 
to oppofe him; efpecially one Thomas 
Cartwright, #& man of noted learning, 

._ fometine contemporary with the Bifhop 

in Cambridge, and of the fame college, 
of which the Biflop bad been Mafter: in 
which place there began fome emulations, 
(the particulars I forbgar,) and at laft 
open and high oppofitions betwixt them, 
and in which you may believe Mr. Cart. 
wright was mott faulty, if his expulfion, 
out of the Univerfity can incline you to’ 

it. 
And in this difcontent after the Earl’s 
death, (which was 1588,) Mr, Cartwright 
appeared a chict chegjther of a party that 
were for the Geney. hurch-government ; 
and, to effect it, he ran himtelf into many 
dangers both of liberty and life ; appear- 
ing at the Jaft to juflily himfelf and his 
party in many remonflrances, which he 
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caufed- to be printed; and to which the 
Bifhop made a firft anfwer, and Cartwright 
replied upon him; and then the Bifhop 
having rejoined to his firft reply, Mr. 
Cartwright cither was, or was perluaded 
to be, fatisfied ; for he wrote no more, but 
left the reader to be judge which had 
maintained their caufe with mott charity 
and reafon, After fome filence, Mr. Cart- 
wright received from the Bifhop many 
perfonal favours, and betook himfelf to a 
more private living, which was at War- 
wick, where he.was made mafter of an 
hofpital, and lived quietly, and grew rich; 
and where the Bifhop gave bim a licence 
fo preach, upon promife not to meddle 
‘with controverfies, but incline his hearers 
to piety and moderation ; and this pro- 
mife he kept during his life, which ended 
1602, the Bifhop furviving him but fome 
few months; each,gnding his days in 
perfe@t charity with The other. 

And now after this long digreflion, 
made for the information of my reader 
concerning what follows, | bring him 
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left him in the Temple, and wlgere we 
fhall find him as deeply engaged in a 
controverfy with Walter Travers, a friend 
and favourite of Mr. Cartwright’s, as the 
Bifhop had ever been with Mr. Cartwright 
himfelf, and of which 1 thall proceed to 
give this following account. 

And firft this ;- that though the pens of 
Mr. Cartwright and the Bifhop were now 
“at reft, yet there was fprung up a new 
generation of refilefs men, that by com- 
pany and clamours became poffeffed of a 
faith, which they ought to have kept to 
themfelves, but could not : men that were 
become pofitive in aflerting, That a Papifi 
cannot be faved: infomuch, that about 
this time, at the execution of the Quees 
of Scots, the Bifhop that preached her 
funeral fermun (which was Dr. How- 
land, then Bifhop of Peterborough) was 
reviled for not being pofitive for her 
damnation. And béfides this boldnefs of 
their becoming Gods, fo far as to fet limits 
to his mercies, there was not only one 


Martin Mar- Prelate, bit other venomous 
botks daily printed and difperfed ; books 
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that wire fo abfurd and feurrilous, that the 
graver Divines difdained them an antwer. 
And yet thefe were grown into high ef- 
teem with the common people, till Tom 
Nath appeared again them all, who was 
aman of a fharp wit, and the mafter ofa 
{coffing, fatirical, merry pen, which he 
employed to difcover the abfurdities of 
thofe blind, malicious, fenfelefs pamph- 
lets, and fermons as fenfelefs as they} 

Nafh’s anfwers being like his books, 
which bore thefe or like titles; 4 l- 
mond for a Parrot; A Fig for my Gadfon ; 
Come crack me this Nut, aud the like; fo 
that his merry wit made fome fport, and 
fuch a difcovery of their abfurdities, as 
which is ftrange) he put a greater ftop to 
thefe malicious pamphlets, than a much 
wifer man had been able. 

Aud now the reader is to take notice, 
that at the death of Father Alvy, who 
was Matter of the Temple, this Walter 
Travers was Leéturer there for the even- 
ing fermons, which he preached with great 


approbation, efpecially of fome citizens, 
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and for the moft part approval by Mr. 
Hooker himfelf, in the mid of their op- 
‘ pofitions.. For he continued Leéturer a 
part of his time; Mr. Travers being in- 
deed a man of competent learning, of 
a winning behaviour, and of a blamelefs 
lifes But he had taken orders by the 
Prefbytery in. Antwerp, (and with them 
fome opinions, that could never be eradi- 
cated,) and if in any thing he was tranf-+ 
ported, it was in an extreme defire to fet 
up that government in this nation ; for’ 
the promoting of which he had a corre- 
fpondence with Theodore Beza at Geneva, 
aud others in Scotland; and was one of 
the chiefeft affifants to Mr. Cartwright 
in that defign. ‘ 
Mr. Travers had alfo a particular hope 
to fet up this government in the Temple, 
and to that end ufed his moft zealous en- 
deavours to be Matter of it ; and his being 
dilappointed by Mr. Hooker’s admittance, 
proved the occafion of a public oppofition 
betwixt them in their fermons : ,many 
of which were conterning the doétrine 
and ceremonies of this Church : infonuch 
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that, as €t. Paul withftood St. Peter to 
his face, fo did they withftand each other 
in their fermons: for, as one hath plea- 
fantly expreffed it, “The forenoon fer- 
“ mon fpake Canterbury ; and the after- 
“ noon, Geneva.”’ 

In thefe fermons there was little of 
bitternefs ; but cach party brought all the 
reafons he was able, to prove his adver- 

“fary’s opinion erroneous. And thus it 
_continued a long time, till the oppofitions 
became fo vifible, and the confequences 
fo dangerous, efpecially in that place; 
that the prudent Archbifhop put a ftop to 
Mr, Travers’s preaching, by a pofitive 
prohibition. Againft which Mr. Travers 
appealed, and petitioned her Majefty’s 
Privy Council to have it recalled ; where, 
befides his patron, the Earl of Leicatter, 
he met alfo with many affifting friends: 
but they were not able to prevail with 
or againft the Archbithop, whom the 
Queen had intrufted with all Church- 
power; and he had reeeived fo fair a 


teftimony of Mr. Hooker’s principles s, and 
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withftood all folicitations. But thegdeny- 
Ing this petition of Mr. Travers was un- 
pleafant to divers of his party ; and the 
reafonablenefs of it became at lat to be 
fo publicly magnified by them, and many 
others of that party, as never to be an- 
fwered: fo that, intending the Bithop’s 
and Mr. Heoker’s difgrace, they pro- 
cured it to be privately printed and {cat- 
tered abroad 3 and then Mr, Hooker was 
forced to appear, and make as public an 
anfwer ; which he did, and dedicated it 
to the Archbifhop : and it proved fo full 
an anfwer, an anfwer that had in it {9 

~anuch of clear reafon, and writ with fo 
much meeknefs and majetty of ftyle, that 
the Bithop began to have him in admira- 
tion, and to rejoice that he had appeared 
in his caufe, and difdained not earneftly 
to beg his friendthip; even a familiar 
‘friendthip with a man_of fo much quiet 
learning and humility. 

To enumerate the many particular 
points, in which Mr. Hooker and My. 
Travers diflented, (all of molt of which 
T have feen* written,) would prove at leat 
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tediows: and therefore I fhall impofe upon 
my reader no more than two, which fhall 
immediately follow, and by which he 
may judge of the reft. 

Mr. Travers excepted againft Mr. 
Hooker, for that in one of his fermons 
he declared, “ That the affurance of what 
« we believe by the Word of God is not 
* to us fo certain as that which we per- 
* ceive by fenfe,”” And Mr. Hooker con- 
feffeth he faid fo, and endeavours to 
juftity it by the reafons following. 

“« Firft ; [ taught, that the things which 
“God promifes in his Word are not 
“ furer than what we touch, handle, oz 
“fee: but are we fo fure and certain 
« of them? If we be, why doth God fo 
* often prove his promifes to us as he 
«doth, by arguments drawn from our 
“ fenfible experience? For we mutt be | 
 furer of the pragf.than of the things 
« proved ; otherwifeit is no proof, For 
© example; how is it fhat many incn 
“looking on the moon at the faine tine, 
every one knoweth it to be the moon 
Gas certainly as the other doth?) But 
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“ many believing one and the fame pro- 
“ mife, have not all one and the fame ful- 
® nels of perfuafion, For hew falleth it 
* out, that men being affured of any thing 
** by fenfe, can be no furer of it than they 
“are; when as the firongeti in faith that 
“ liveth upon the earth hath always need 
to labour, firive, and pray, that his af. 
“ furance concerning heavenly aud {piri 
“ tual things may grow, increafé, and be 
augmented ?” 

The fermon, that gave him the caufe of 
this his juftification, makes the cafe more 
plain, by declaring, «* That there is, be- 

—~ fides this certainty of evidence, a cer- 
“tainty of adherence,” In which hav- 
ing mott excellently Gemonftrated whats 
the certainty of adherence is} he makes 
this comfortable ufe of it: « Conifortable 
“(he fays) as to weak believers, who 
“ fuppofe »be faithlefs, not 
* to believe, whenlgstwith fianding they 
© have their adherence ; the Holy Spirit 
“hath his private Operations, and worketh 
fe fecretly in them, and effeQually too, 

VOL. 1. x © though 
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hi thoygh they want the inward teftimony 
S¢ of it.” 

Tell this, faith he, toa man that hath a 
mind too much dejected by a fad fenfe of 
his fin; to one that, by a too fevere judg- 
ing of himfelf, concludes that he wants 
faith, becaufe he wats the comfortable 
aflurance of it; and his anfwer will be, 
& Do not perfuade me againtt my know- 
“ ledge, again what I find and feel in 
“ mylelf: 1 do not, I know T do not be- 
«Tieve.” (Mr. Hooker’s own words 
follow.) ** Well then, to favour fuch meu 
*¢a little in their weaknefs, let that be 
« granted which they do imagine; be it,— 
“ that they adhere nottto God’s promifes, 

/ but are faithlefy, and without belief: 
“but are they not grieved for their un- 
“ belief? They confefs they are; dothey 
“ not with it might, apd alfo firive that it 
“ may be otherwifed We know they do. 
«© Whence comeththigg but from a fecret 
Jove and liking, that they have of thofe 
“ things believed? For no man can love _ 
«'thole things waich in his own opinion 

“ are 
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© are not 3 and if they think thofe, things 
“ to be, which they thew they love, when 

mu they defire to believe them 3 then muft 
“it be, that, by defiring to believe, they 
“prove themfelves true believers: for 
“* without ‘faith no man thinketh that 
“things believed are: which argument 
“all the fubtilties of infernal powers will 
“never be able to diffolve.” This is an 
abridgment of part of the reafons Mr. 
Hooker gives for his: juftification of this 
his opinion, for which he was excepted 
againft by Mr. Travers. 

Mr. Hovker was alfo accnfed by Mr, 

—~Travers, for tae in one of his fermons 
had declared, « TRat he” doubted not but 
‘that God was merdful to many of our 
“ forefathers living in Popith fuperftition, 
“ for as much as they finned ignorantly ;”* 
and Mr. Hooker in. ble anfwer profeffeth 
it to be his jud giieat, and declares hig 
reafons for this chiftitable opinion to be as 
followeth: : 

But firft, he flates the queftion abgut 
juttification and works, Ind how the foun- 
dation of faith without works is over- 

x2 oY See anne 
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throwy ; and-then he proceeds to difcover 
that way which natural men and fome 
others have mifiaken to be the way, by 
which they hope to attain true and ever- 
lating happinefs: and having difcovered 
the mifiaken, he proceeds to dire& to that 
true way, by which, and no other, ever- 
lafting Hfe and bleffednefs is attainable. 
And thefe two ways he demonfirates thus : 
(they be his own words that follow :) 
“ That, the way of nature; this, the 
“ way of grace; the end of that way, 
“falvation merited, prefuppofing the 
“ vighteoufnefs of men’s works; their 
« righteoufnefs, a natyral ability to do— 
“them; that ability,” the goodnefs of 
4© God, which created them in fuch per- 
« feGion. “But the end of this way, fal- 
« vation beftowed upon men as a gift: 
 prefuppofing not, their righteoufnefs, 
“ but the forgivenete Of their unrighte- 
© oufnefs, juttification their juftification, 
“ not their natural ability to do good, 
** but their hearty forrow for not doing, 
«and unfcigned belief in him, for whofe 
« fake not doers are accepted, whicli is 
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© their Vocation ; their’ yé ‘atio®, the 
“ eleQion of God, taking them out of 
&6: ¥e number of Jog children; their 
“ eleGion, a mediator in whom to be 

se elected this mediation inexplicable 
ce mercy; this merey, fuppofing their 
“ mifery for whom he vouchfafed to dic, 
and make hingelf a mediator,” 

And he alfo declareth, « There is nio 
© mcritorious caufe for our juftification, 
“but Chri; no effeGtual, but his mer- 
cy 3” and fays alfo, « We deny the grace 
“of our, Lord Jefus Ghif, we abufe, 

._~* difannul, and annihilate the benefit of 
“* his paffion, if by 4 proud imagination 
we believe we can merit everlatting lite, 
“or can be worthy of it,” This belief, 
he declareth, is to dettroy the very cllence 
of our juftification sand be makes all opi- 
nions that border upon this to be very 
dangerous, « Ye Reverthclets,”* aud for 
this he was accu s§ Coufidering how 

“ many virtuous and juft men, how man 
“ faints and martyi's have had their ddn- 
“€ gerous ‘opinions, among which this 
“was one, that they hoped to make 
x3 On 
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_ God fome part of amends, by volunta- 
4 ry punifhments which they laid upot 
« themfelves ; becanfe by this, or the Ike 
“« erroneous opinions, which do by conte- 
«© quence overthrow the merits of Chrift, 
¢ fhall man be fo bold as to write on their 
& graves, Such men are damned; there is 
“ for them no falvation? St. Auftin fays, 
“*Errare pofum, Harreticus eff nolo, And 
“except we put a difference betwixt 
“ them that err ignorantly, and them that 
“ obftinately perfift in it, how is it pof- 
“fible that any man fhould hope to be 
“ faved ? Give me a Pope or a Cardinal, __ 
“whom gteat afli@ioks have made to 
& know himfelf, whofe heart God hath 
“touched with true forrow for all his 
“ fins, and filled with a love of Chrift and 
“his Gofpel; whofe cyes are willingly 
* open to fee the trutiy and his mouth 
“ ready to renoun “gil error, this one 
opinion of merit excepted, which he 
« thinketh God will require at his hands 5 
& and becaute he qanteth, trembleth, and 
“jg difcouraged, and yet can fay, Lord, 
ki heoo fo one From all my fecret fins! thall 
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Bis 
“T think, becaufe of this, or a like etror, 
£ fuch men touch not fo much as the hem 
* of Chrift’s garment ? Ifthey do, where- 
% fore fhould I doubt, but that virtue may 
“ proceed from Chrift to fave them } No, 
“ T will not be afraid to fay to fuch a one, 
“ You err in your opinion; but be of 
“ goud comfort} you have to do with a 
“ merciful God, who will makg the beft 
* of that little which you hold well; and 


“not with a captious fophifter, who ga- 


“ thereth the worft out of every thing in 
“ which you are miftaken,’?, 
But it will be faid, faye Mr. Hooker, 


“ 
“ The admittanog of merit in any degree 


** overthroweth the fgundation,.excludeth 
“ from the hope of mercy, from all poflit 
“ bility of falvation.” (And now Mr. 
Hooker’s own words follow.) 

“ What, thouglisbey hold the truth 
“ fincerely in all-ether parts of Chriftian 
“ faith? although they have in fome 
“ meafure all the virtues and graces of 
“the Spirit? although they haves all 
* other tokens of God’s children in them? 
“although they be far from having any 
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«© proud opinion, that they fhall be faved 
““by the worthinefs of their deeds? al- 
© though the only thing, that troubleth 
“ and molefteth them, be a little too much 
« dejeQion, fomewhat too great a. fear 
* arifing from an erroneous conceit, that 
“© God will require,a worthincfs in them, 
“(which they are grieved to find wanting 
“in themfelves? although they be not 
“ obftinate in this opinion? although 
“they be willing, and would be glad to 
“forfake it, if any one reafon were 
“ brought fuflicient to difprove it? al- 
« though the enly caufe why they do not 
 forfake it ere they dje, be their igno-~ 
“ rance of that means by which it might 
* be difproved? although the caufe why 
« the ignorance in this point is not re- 
« moved, be the want of knowledge in 
« fuch as fhould be able, and are not to 
“ remove it ? Let medie(fays Mr. Hooker) 
“if it be ever proved, that fimply an 
* error doth exclude a Pope or Cardinal 
«in fuch a cafe utterly from hope of 
“life. Surely, I ‘mutt confets, that if it 
Jee an apron te-think that God may be 
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“ merciful to fave. men, even whan they 
err, my greateft comfort is my error; 
“were it not for the love I bear to this 
“ error, J would never with to fpeak or to 
Jive.” 

T was willing to take notice of thefe 
two points, as fuppofing them to be very 
material; and that, as they are thus con- 

_ traéted, they may prove ufetul to my read- 
cr; as allo for that the anfwers be argu- 
ments of Mr. Hooker’s great and clear rea- 
fon, and equal charity. Other exceptions 
were alfu made again him by Mr. Tra- 
vers, as “ That he prayed before, and not 
** after, his fermons; that in his prayers 
“ henamed Bithops; that he kneeled, both 
** when he prayed, and when he received® 
* the Sacrament ; and (fays Mr. Hooker 
* in his defence) other exceptions fo like 
“ thefe, as but to mame, IT thould have 
“ thought a greater fault than to commit 
“ them.” . i 

And it is not unworthy the noting, 
that, in the managé of {0 reat a contio- 
verfy, a Sharper Teproof than this, and 
one like it, did never fal] from the happy 
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pen of this humble man. That like it 
was upon a like occafion of exceptions, 

to which his anfwer was, *‘ Your next. 
“ argument conlilts of railing and-of rea- 

** fons: to your railing I fay nothing; to 

* your reafons I fay what follows.” And 

Iam glad of this fair occafion to teftify 

the dove-like temper of this meek, this 

matchlefe man. And doubtlefs, if Almighty 

God had bleft the diffenters from the ce- 

remonies and. difcipline of this Church, . 
with a like meafure of wifdom and hu- 

mility, inftead of their pertinacious zeal, 

then obedience and trath had kiffed each, 
other; then peace and piety had flourithed 
in our Ration, and ¢his Church and State 

Shad been bleft like Jerufalem, ébat is at 

unity with itfelf: but this can never be 

expected, till God thall blefs the common 

people of this nation with a belief, « That 

« Schifin is afin, and they not fit to judge 

& whiat is Schiff ;” and blefs them alfo 

"with a belief, That there may be of- 

« Fences taken which are not given ;” and, 

« That laws are not made for private men 

« to difpute, but to obey.” 
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e And this alfo may be worthy af not- 


. ing, that thefe exceptions of Mr. Travers 


~. 


againft Mr. Hooker proved to be felix 
error, for, they were the caufe of his tran- 
{cribing thofe few of his fermons, which 
we now fee printed with his books ; and 
of his Antwer to Mr. Travers’s Supplica- 
tion ; and of his oft learned and ufeful 


. difcourfe of Jiflification, of Faith, and 
* Works; and by their tranfcription they 
“ fell into fuch hands as have preferved 


them from being loft, as too many of his 
other matchlefs writingsewere ; and from 
thefe I have gathered many obfervations 
in this difcourfe of his lie, os 
After the publicatigg of his Anfwer to 
the Petition of Mr. Travers, Nr. Hooker” 
grew daily into Seater repute with the 
moft learned and wife of the nation : but 


it had a contrary effect in very many of 


the Temple, that were Zealous for Mr, 
Travers, and for his Cturch-difcipline ; 
infomuch, that though Mr. Travers left 
the place, yet thd feeds of difeontént 
could not be rooted out of that fociety, 
by the great reafon, and as great meck- 
isle yal whet hic 9.4 “gi a ees a 
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chief Benchers gave him much reverence 
and encouragement, yet he there met 
with many neglects aid oppofitions by 
thofe of Mr. Travers’s judgment ; info- 
much that it turned to his extreme grief : 
and, that he might unbeguile and win 
them, he defigned to write a deliberate, 
fober treatifé of the Church’s power to 
make canons for the_ule Oo ceremonies, 
and by law to impofe “an obedience ° 
to them, as upon her children ; and this 
he propofed to do in eight books of the 
Laws of Ecclefiattical Polity ; intending 
therein to thew fuch arguments as fhould. 
force an affent from all men, if reafon, de- 
Jivered in fweet layguage, and void of 
any provocation, were able to do it : and, 
that he might prevent all prejudice, he 
wrote before it a large preface or epifile 
to the Difenting Brethren, wherein there 
were fuch bowels of love, and fuch a 
commixture of that love with reafon, as 
was never exceeded but in holy writ; and 
particularly by that df St. Paul to his 
dear brother and “fellow-labourer Phjle- 


mon; than which none ever was more 
See a ee Oe ee A: So 
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that his dear friend and companion in 
his ftudies, Dr. Spencer, might, after his 
death, juftly fay, “What admirable height 
“© of learning, and depth of judgment, 
“ dwelt in the lowly mind of this truly 
ce humble man ; great Mi all wife men’s 
“ eyes, except his own; with what gra- 
© vity and majefty of fpeech his tongue 
“and pen uttered heavenly myfteries ; 
“ whofe eyes, in* fhe humility of his 
. “heart, were always caft down to the 
* ground ;_ how all things that proceeded 
“from him were breathed as from the 
“ ipirit of love ; as if he, like the bird of 
* the Holy Ghoft, the dove, had wanted 
‘wall; let thofe that Knew hin not in 
* his perfon, judge by®thefe living images 
“ of his foul, bis writings.” ™ 
The foundation of thefe books was laid 
in the Temple; but he found it no fit 
place to finith what’he ~ defign 
ed; and he therefore earngtily folicited the 
Archbithop for a remove from that place; 
to whom he fpake to this purpofe : «© My 
« Lord, when T loft tlle freedom of my 
“cell, which was my collewe, yet | 
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“found fome degree of it in my quiet 

“ country parfonage: but I am weary of 
‘ the noife and oppofitions of this place ; 

« and indeed God and nature did not in- 

tend me for contentions, but for ftudy 

and quictnefs¥ My Lord, my particular 

contetts with Mr. Travers here have 

proved the more unpleafant to mec, be- 

caufe I believe him to be a good man ; 

and that belief hatl¥.oetafioned me to | 
examine mine own confcience concern- 

ing his opinion’ ; and, to fatisfy that, 

I have confulted the Scripture, and 

other laws, both human and divine, _, 
whether the confcience of him, and 
others of his judgment, ought to be 

fo far complied” with, as to alter our 

frame of'Church-government, our man- 

ner of God’s worthip, our praifing and 

praying to him, and our eftablithed cere- 

monies, as often as his and others ten- 

der con(cienti¢s fhall require us. And, 

in this examination, I have not only 

« datisfied mylelf, but have begun a trea- 

*¢tife, in which intend a juttification 

* of the laws of our ecclefiatiical polity ; 
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in which defign God and his hgly an. 
“gels hall at the lat great day bear me 
© that witnefs whigh my confcience now 
* does; that my meaning is not to pro- 
“ voke any, but rather to fatisfy all ten. 
“der confciences : and thall never" be 
able to do this, but where I may ftudy, 
‘Cand pray for God’s blefling upon my 
“ endeavours, and keep niyfelf in peace 
“and privacy,-and.behold God’g bleffing 
tpring out of my mother earth, and eat 
“my own bread without Oppofitions ; and 
-“ therefore, if your Grace can judge me 
_ worthy of fuch a favour, let me beg it, 
“that [may perfect what I haye.. be- 
© pun”? no 
About this time thefarfonage or rectorye 
of Bofcum, in the diocefe of Sarum, and 
fix miles from that city, became void, The 
Bithop of Sarum is patron of it; but in 
the vacancy of that fee, (hich was three® 
years betwixt the tranflation of Bithop 
-Pierce to the fee of York, and Bitho; 
Caldwell’s admiftiog into it,) the difpofal 
of that, and all benefiges belonging to 
that fee, during this faid vacancy, came 
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to be ,difpofed of by the Archbithop ‘of 
Canterbury ; and he prefented Richard 
Hooker to it in the. ycar 1591. And 
Richard Hooker was alfo in the faid year 
inftituted, (July 17.) to be a Minor Pre- 
bend of Salifbu¥y, the corps to it being 
“Nether-Havin, about’ ten miles from that 
city ; which ptebend was of no great 
value, ‘but intended chiefly to make him 
capable of a better preférinent in that 
church, In this Bofeum he continued 
till he had finithed four of his eight 
propofed books of the Laws of Ecclefiafti= 
cal Polity, and thefe were entered into 
the regifter-book in Stationers Hall, the 
gth of March 1592, but not publithed till 
the year 1594, and ‘chen were with the be- 
fore mentiGned lar@¢é and affetionate pre- 
face, which he directs ¢o them that feck (as 
they term it) the r¢ ‘ormation of the laws 
‘and orders ecclefaftical m the Church of 
England ; of hich books J fhall yet fay 
nothing more, put that he continued his 
Jaborious diligence to Anith the remaining 
four during his fife; (of all which more 
ee ‘ly og RAR OR Sea» pit ees SPOR Fe 
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nifhed and publithed but only the firtt 
four, being then in the 39th year of his 
“age. 7 

fle left Bofcum in the year 1595, by a 
furrender of it into the hands of Bithop 
Caldwell; and he prefented Benjamin 
Rulll, who was inflituted into it the 
23d of June in the fame year, 

The parfonage of Bifhop’s Borne in 
Kent, three miles from Canterlary, is in 
that Archbithop’s gift: but, in the latter 
end of the year 1594, Dr. William Red- 

man, the rector of it, was made Bithop 
of Norwich ; by which ineans the power 
of prefenting to it was pro ea vice in 
the Queen; and the prefented Richard 
Hooker, whom fhe loved well, to this good 
living of Borne, the feventh ofJuly 1595 ; 
in which living he continued ‘till his 
death, without any addition of dignity or 
profit. =e 
And now having brought our Richard 
Hooker from his birth-place, to this 
where he found a @rave, I thall only give 
fome account of his books, and of his be. 
haviour in this parfonage of Borne, and 
VOL. I. y a 
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then give a reft both to myfelf and my 
reader.” : 

His firft four books and large epiftle 
have keen declared to be printed at his 
being at Bofoum, anno 1594. Next, I 
am to tell, that at the end of thefe four 
books there was, when he firft printed 
them, this Advertifement to the Reader : 
[have for fome canfes thought it at 
“ this time more fit to let go thefe firft 
“ four books by themfelves, than to flay. 
« both them and the ref, till the whole 


might together be publithed. Suck. 


« generalities of ‘the caufe in queflion as 
«are here handled, it will be perhaps 
not. amife to confider apart, by way 
“ of introduétion tnto the books that 
& are to fe'low concerning particulars ; 
«& in the mean time the reader is requefted 
& tq mend the Printer’s. errors, as noted 
underneath.” 

And I am next to declare, that his fifth 
book (which is larger than his firft four) 
was firft alfo printed by itfelf, anno 1597, 
and dedicated to is patron (for till then 
he chofe none) the Archbithop. Thefe 


eee ee 
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books were read with an admiration of 
their excellency in this, and their Sart fame 
* fpread itfelf alfo into foreign nations. And . 
T have been told, njore than forsy years 
patt, that either Cardinal Allen, or learned 
Dr. Stapleton, (both Englifimen, and in 
Italy about the time when Hooker's four 
books were firtt printed), meeting with this 
general fame of them, were defirous to read 
an author, that both the reformtd and the 
learned of their own Romith Church did fo 
thuch magnify; and therefore caufed them 
“to be fent for to Rome: and after reading 
them, boafted to the Pope, (which then was 
Clement the Kighth,) « That though he 
‘Chad lately faid, he never met with an 
“ Englith book, whole writer deferved the 
“name of author; yet th®e now ap- 
“ peared a wonder to them, and it would 
* be fo to his Holinefs, if it were in La- 
“tins for a poor obfeures Englith Priett 
“had writ four fuch bapks of Laws, and 
* Church-polity, and in a ftyle that ex- 
*© preffed fuch a-greve and fo humble a ma-- 
jelly, with fuch cledd demonftration of 
* yeafon} that in all théir readings they had 
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“ not met with any that exceeded him :” 
and this begot in the Pope an carneft defire 


that Dr. Stapleton fhould bring the {aid 


four books, and, looking on the Englith, 
read a part of them to him in Latin; 
which Dr. Stapleton did, to the end of 
the firft book ; at the conclafion of which, 
the Pope fpake to this purpote: ‘There 
“is no learning that this man hath not 
© fearchea into, nothing too hard for his 


“ underftanding: this man indeed de-. 


« ferves the name of an, author: his books 
« will get reverence by age; for there is 
“ip them fuch feeds of eternity, that, if 
« the reft be like this, they fhall Jaft till 
“ the laft fire fhall confame all learning.” 
+ Nor was this high, the only teftimony 
and commer{dations given to his books ; 
for at the firft coming of Ring James into 
this kingdom, he enquired of the Archbi- 
faop Whitgiftdor his friend Mr. Hooker, 
that writ the books of Church-polity ; to 
which the anfwer was, that he died a 
yeas before Queen EHzabeth, who re- 
ceived the fad néws of his death with 
very much forrows to which the King 

replied. 


_ 
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replied, “ And I receive it witheno lefs, 
~ “ that I fhall want the defired happineff 
“ of feeing and difeourfihg with that man, 
“ fcom whofe books have received fuch 
“ fatisfagtion : indeed, my Lord, I have 
* received more fatisfaQion in reading a 
* leaf, or paragraph, in Mr. Hooker, 
“ though it were but about the fathion of 
_ churches, or chureh-mufic, ar the like, 
* but cfpecially of the Sacraments, than 
“CT have bad in the reading particular 
2‘ large treatifes written but of one of 
“ thofe fubjets by others, though: very 
“earned men: and I oblerve there is in 
** Mr. Hooker no affeGeed language 5. but 
fSa grave, comprcherfive, clear manifefta- 
“tion of reafon, and that ehacked with 
“the authority of the Scripture, the Fa- 
“ thers and Schoolmen, and with all law 
*‘ both facred and civil. And, though 
* many others write well, yet in the next 
“age they will be forg8tten ; but doubt. 
Tefs there is in every page of Mr, 
‘© Hooker's book the pidtire of a ditine 
“ foul, fiach piétures of truth and reafon, 


and drawn in’ fo facred colours, that 
yo Cf eh 


326 THE LIFE OF 


“ they fhall never fade, but give an im- 
¢ mortal memory to the anthor.” And. 
it is fo truly truce; that the King thought 
what he fpake, that; as the moft learned 
of the nation have, and {till do mention 
Mr. Hooker with reverence; fo he alfo 
did never mention him but with the epi- 
thet of learned, or judicious, or reverend, or 
venerable Mr. Hooker. 

Nor did his fon, our late King Charles 
the Firft, ever mention him but with the” 
fame reverence, enjoining his fon, our 
now gracious King, to be ftudious in Mr 
Hooker's books. “And our Jearned ants - 
quary Mr. Camen*, mentioning the 
death, the modefty,~nd other virtues of 
Nir, Hookeyy, and magnifying his books, 
withed, ‘ that, for the honour of this, and 
« penefit of other nations, they were 
«tymed into the univerfal language.” 
Which work, though undertaken by 
many, yet they have heen weary, and for- 
faken it: but the reader may now expect 
it, ‘having’ beeu long * fince begun, and 


3 In his Annals, 1599. 
lately 
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lately. finithed, by the happyepen of 
~Dr. Earl, now Lord Bithop of Salifbury, 
of whom I may Sully fay, (and let it not 
offend him, becaufe*it is fuch a truth as 
ought not to be concealed from pofterity, 
or thofe that now live, and yet know him 
not), that, fince Mr. Hooker died, none 
have lived whom God hath bleffed with 
, More innocent wifdom, more fanctified 
" Tearning, or a more pious, peaceable, pri- 
“wiitive temper: fo that this excellent per- 
_fon feems to be only like himfelf, and our 
venerable Richard Hogker ; and only fit 
t6 make the learned of all nations happy, 
in knowing what hathebeen too long con- 
-fined to the language of our little ifland. 
There might be many gore and jfitt 
oceafions taken to {peak of his books, 
which none ever did or can commend too 
much ; but I decline them, and haften to 
an account of his Chriftian behaviour and 
death at Borne: in which place he con- 
tinued his cuftomary rules of mortification 
and felf-denial; Was much insfafting$ fre- 
quent in meditation and prayers, enjoying 
thofe bleffed returns, which only men of 
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frit liges feel and know, and of which - 
men of loofe and godlefs lives. cannot be..: 
made fenfible ; for fpiritéal things are fpi- 
ritually difeerned. 

At his entrance into this place, his: 
friendihip was much fought for by Dr. 
Hadrian Saravia, then or about that time 
made one of the Prebends of Canter- 
bury; a German by birth, aud fome- . 
times a paflor both inFlanders and Hol- ~ 
land, where he had ftudied and well” 
confidered the. controverted points con 
cerning Epifcopagy and Sacrilege; ‘and 
in England had a juft occafion to dé- 
clare his judgmentrconcerning both, unto 
his brethren miniftess of the Low Coun-, . 
trtes ; which, was excepted againft by 
Theodore Beza and others; againft whofe 
exceptions he rejoined, .and thereby be- 
came the happy author of many learned 
tradts writ in Latin, efpecially of: three ; 
one, of the Degrees of Minifters, and of 
the Bifhops’ fuperiority above the Prefby- 
tery’, a fecond, agginft ‘Bacrilege; anda 
third, of Chriftian Obedience to Princés ; 
the lat being occafioned:by Gretzerus the 

Jefuit. 
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Jefuit. Arid:it is obfervable, thas when, 
in'a time of church-tumults, Beza gave 
hig reafons to theChancellor of Scotland 
for the abrogation of Epifcopacy in that 
nation, partly by letters, and more filly, 
in a treatife 6f a threefold Epifcopacy, 
(which he calls divine, human, and fa. 
tanical,) this Dr. Saravia had, by the help 
+, of Bithgp Whitgift, made firchsan early * 
.ifcovery of their itentions, that he had 
Amott as foon anfwered that treatife as it 
became public; and he therein difcovered 
how Beza’s opinion did aontradiét that of 
. Calvin’s and his adherents ; leaving them 
to interfere with themfslves in point of 
-Epitcopacy. But of ehefe tras it will 
not cancern me to fay more. than that 
they were moft of them dedicated to his 
and the Church of England’s watch ful 
+ patron, John Whitgift, the Archbithop » 
and printed about the time in which Mr, 
Hooker alfo appeared fitit to the world, 
in the publication of his fir four books 
of Eeclefiaftica] Polity. « bs zi 
This friend hhip: beingfought for by this ~ 
learned Dodtot, yor: may believe was not 
5 denied 
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deniedeby Mr. Hooker, who was by for~ 
tune fo like him, as to be engaged againfl _ 
Mr. Travers, Mr. Cart&right, and others 
of their judgment,in a controverfy too 
Jike Dr. Saravia’s 5 fo that in this year of 
1595, and in this place of Borne, thefe | 
two excellent perfons began a holy friend- 
fhip, increafing daily “to fo high and 
mutual affeétions, that their tyo wills 
feemed to be but one and the fame 5 and, 
their defigns both for the glory of Gort, 
and peace of the Church, fill affiting and 
improving each. other’s virtues, and the~ 
defired comforts of a peaceable piéty ; - 
which I have willingly mentioned, be- 
caufe it gives a foundation to fome things 
“that follows 

This parfonage of Borne is from Can- 
terbury three miles, and near to the com- 
-mon road that leads from that city to - 
Dover ; in which parfonage Mr. Hooker 
had not been twelve’ months, but his 
books, and the innocency and fanétity of 
his life, Became fo retharkable, that many 
turned out of the road, and others (fcho- 
lars efpecially) went purpofely to fee the 


man, 
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‘man, whofe life and learning were fo 
_ Much admired : and alas! as our Saviour 
" faid of St. John Babtikt, Vhat went they out 

to fee? a man clothed in purple and fine 

linen ? No, indeed 3 but an obfeure, harin. , 

Jefs mans; a man in poor clothes, hig 

Joins ufually girt in a coarfe gown, or 

canonical coat; of a mean ftature, and 

fiooping, and yet more lowly in the 
ethoughts of his foul: his body worn 

Ow, not with age, but ftudy and holy 

mortifications ; his face full of heat-pim- 
. Ples, begot by his unaétwity and feden- 

. tary life. And to this true character of 

his perfon, let me add¢this of hig dif- 

-Rafition and behavioue: God and nature 

blefled him with fo’ bleffed atbafhfulnefs,, 

that as in his younger days his pupils 
might eafily look him out of countenance; 
* fo neither then, nor in his age, did he 
ever willingly look any man in the face: 
and was of fo mild and fumble a nature, 
that his poor parith-clerk and he did ne- 
ver talk but with Both ¢heir hits on, or 
both off, at the-fame time: and to this 
may be added, that ‘though he was not 
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purblind, yet ‘he was fhort. or weak- . 
fighted ; and where he fixed his eyes at, 
the beginning of his fermon, there they 
continued till it Was ended: and the 
reader has a liberty to believe, that his 
amodefty and dim fight were fome of the 
reafons’ why he trufted Mrs, Churchman 

to choofe his wife. ‘ 

This parith-clerk Jived.till the,third or - 
fourth year of the late Long Parliament > 
betwixt which time and Mr, Hookers’ 
death there had come many to fee the 
place of his burial, and the monument 
dedicated to his memory by Sir Wiliam* 
‘Cowper, who fill lives; and the poor 
clerk had many rewards for fhewing Mr. 
‘flooker’s grave-place, and his faid monu- 
ment, and did always hear Mr. Hooker 
nientioned with commendations and re~ 
everence: to all which ‘he added ‘his own - 
knowledge and obférvations of hie humi- 
lity and holincf$;*"and‘ in all which dif- 
courfes the poor man was fill more con- 
{r‘med in‘nis opinion 6f Mt; Hooker's vir- 
tues and learning. Butit'e fell out, that 
about the faid third offourth year of the 

‘ Long 
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-Long Parliament, the then_ prefent parfon 
.Of Borne wagfequettered, (you may guefs 
why,) and a‘Genevjan minifter put into hig 
good living, Thr, and pther like feqaeftras 
tions, made the clerk exprefs himfelf ig a 
wonder, and fay, « They had fequeftered* 
“ fo many good men, that he doubted, if 
“ his good maticr Mr. Hooker had lived 
"till now, they would have fequeftered 
Pe him @®o. —* rs bd 
“a It was not Ing before this intruding 
 minifler had made a Party in and about 
the faid parifh, that were defirous to re- 
*.ceive the Sacrament as ‘ia Geneva; to 
‘which end, the day was, appointed for a 
feleé&t company, and forms and ftools fet 
“about the altar or communign-table, for 
them to fit and cat and drink® but when 
they went about this work, there was a 
want of fome joint-Qools, which the, mi- 
nifter {ent the clerk to fetch, and then to* 
fetch cuthions, (but nego kneel upon.) 
When the clerk faw them, begin to fit 
down, he began. toxwonder ; bug the ii- 
nifter bade him. ceafe wondering, and 
“ 13ck tHe ehyrch-door:” to whom he 
Tes 
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replied, ‘ Pray take you the. keys, and 


© Jock me out: 1 will never conie more, 


« jnto:this church 5 for ald: nen will fay, 
« my‘ matter Hooker wasa-good man, and 
“a good {cholar ; and I am fure it was 
6 not ufed to be thus in his days3” and 
‘eport fays the old man ‘wert prefently 
home, and died ; I do not fay died imme- 
diately, but within a few days after. 


But lét us leave this ‘grateful’ clerk in 


his quiet grave, and return to Mr. Hooke 


himfelf, continuing our obfervations “of . 


his Chriftian behaviour in this place, 
where he gave a holy valediétion to all 


the pleafures and allurements of earth ; 


poffe(fing his fou ina virtuous quietnefs, 


‘vhich he maintained by conftant fhidy,” 


prayers, atd meditations. His ufe was to 
preach once every Sunday, and hie or his 
Curate to catechife after the fecond leffon 
‘in the evening prayer. His fermons were 
neither long nowearnet, but uttered with 
a grave zeal, and an humble voice: his 
eyes always fixed ow one place, to pre- 
vent his imagination from wandering ; 
infomuch, that he feemred to fiudy as he 

: fpake. 
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fpake. The defign of his fermons (as in-« 
Seed of all his difcourfes) was to thew 

\ reafons for what he fpake; and withethefe 
Teafons fuch a kind of rhetoric, as did ra- 

+ ther convince and perfuade, than frighten 
men into piety ; ftadying not fo much for* 
matter, (which he never wanted), as fof 
apt iluftrations to inform agd teach his 
unlearned hearers by familiar examples, 
dnd then make*them better by ‘convince. 

“ing applications; never labouring by hard 

; ee and then by needlefs diftinGions 
and fubdiftinGions, to amufe his hearers, 

* and get glory to himfelf; but glory only 

*to'God. Which intention, he would of. 
ten fay, “ was as difcernible in a preacher, 
*°93 a natural from an artificial beauty,” 

“He never failed the Sunday before 
every Ember-week to ive notice of it to 
his parifbioners, perfuading them both to 

* faft, and then to double their devotions 

" for a learned and PiousGlergy, but efpe- 
cially the latt ; faying often, “ That the 
“ life of a pious Llergyman was vii. 
* ble thetoric, and fo "CODVMGlae: Hick 
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- would not deny thenfelves the enjoy~ 


ment of. their prefent Jufts) did yet fe-. 


3 cresly with ‘themfelves like thofe of the / 


« fri@eft lives.” And to what he per- 
fuaded others, he added his own example 
‘of fafting’ and prayer; and did ufually 
‘every Ember-week take from the parifh- 
clerk ‘the of the ehurch-door, into 
which place he retired every day, and 
locked himfelf up far many hours 5 and _ 
did the like most Fridays, and other days.” 
of fafting. “. 
He would by no means omit the cuf- 
tomary time of proceffion, perfuading all, © 
botli rich and poor, if they defired the © 
refervation of love, and their parifh- 
sights and liberties, to accompany hint in 
chis perambulation 5 and moft did fo: -in 
which perambulation be would ufually 
exprefs more pleafant difeourfe than at 
‘other times, and woyld then. always drop 
fome loving and-facetigus obfervations to 
be remembered againft the next year, 
efpeciallysby the buysand young people; 
fill inclipj thém, and all his’ prefent 
‘parithioners,.. to megknefe, and mutual 
mee kind- 





a 
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kindneffes and love ; becaufe Loye think? 
4not evil, but covers a multitude of in rmti~ a 
ties. 

He was diligent ta enquire who" of -his 
parith were fick, or any ways diftre€ed; 
and would often vifit them, unfent for} 
fuppofing that the fitteft time to difeovee 
to them thofe errors, to which health and 

, Profperity had blinded them. And having 
by pi8us reafons «nd prayers moulded 

- them into holy refolutions for the time to 
come, he would incline them to confetfion 
and bewailing their fins, with. purpofe to 
forfake ° them, and then to receive the 
Communion, both as a ftrengthening of 
thofe holy refolutiong, and asa feal be; 
‘twixt God and them of hig mercies % 
their fouls, in cafe that prefent fi ficknefs 
did put a period to their lives, 

And as he was thus watchful and cha- 
ritable to the fick, fo he was: as diligent 
to prevent Jaw-fuits, fill urging his pa- 
rifhioners and neighbours to bear with 
‘each other’s infirmities, and live in love, 
becaufe, 2 as St. John fays, He that lives in 
love, Lives in God ; for os is love. “And, 

vou. £. ae 3 to” 
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tq mairtain this holy fire of love con-. 

fiantly burning on the altar of a pure = 
« heart, ‘his advice was t6 watch and pray, 
and always keep theinfelves fit to receive 
the*Communion, and then to receive it 
often; for it was both .a confirming 
and ftrepgthening of their graccs. This 
was his advice; and at his entrance or 

_ departure out of any houfe, he would ufu- - 
ally {peak to the whofe family, and blefs 

.. them by, name ; infomuch, that as he 
feemed in his youth to be taught of God, 
® {o he feemed in this place to teach his 
precepts, as Enoch did, by walking with 
hin in all holinefe and humility, making 
cach day a ftep towards a bleffed eternity | 
Ahd thoughgin this weak and declining 
cage of the world, fuch examples are be- 
come barren, and almoft incredible ; yet 
leg his memory be Diet with this true re-" 
cordation, becatfe he that praifes Richard 

Hooker, praifes Géd, whe hath given fuch* 
gifea-to men; and let this humble and. af- 
faddaterrelation nf him become fuch a 
pattern, asmay invite gefterity to imitate 

‘hele his virtues. 

‘ , _ This 
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» This was his conftant behaviour bqth ats 
“Borne, and in all the places in which he 
lived: thus did He. walk with God, and‘ 
tread the footteps of primitive piety; ; and 
yet, as that great example of mecknifs | 
and purity, even our bleffed Jefus, was not” 
free from falfe accufations, no more was 

“this: difciple of his, this moft humble, 
‘motti ingocent, holy man. His was a flan- 
_ der parallel totthat*of chafte Sufannah’s 
_ by the wicked Elders ; or that againft St. 
* Athanafias, as it is rerasieds in-his life, (for 
_ that holy man had heretical enemies,) a 
vflander which this age calls trepanning. 
The particulars need not’ repetition ; and 
that it was falfe, needano other teftimony 
than the public punifhment ofthis accufers? 
and their open confeffion of his i innocency, 
Jt was faid, that the accufation was con- 
frived by a diffenting brother, one thay, 
endured’ not church-ceremonies, hating 
him for “his book’s faké, which he was 
not able to anfwe er 5 and his name hath , 
been told me: but have not*fo much 
confidence in the relation, as to make my 
pea fixa feandal on him to pofterity ze * 
Z2 o thal 
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“hall rather leave it doubtful till the great 
day of revelation. But this is certain; 
that he lay under thegreat charge, and 
the anxiety of this acculation, and kept 
it fecret to himfelf for many months; 
“and, being a helplefs man, had lain lon- 
ger under this heavy burthen, but that 
the prote€tor of the innacent gave fuch 
an accidental occafion, as forced him to 
make it known to hie. two,dearett rriends, . 
Edwyn Sandys, and George Cranmer, who” 
were fo fenfible of their tutor’s fafferings, * 
that they gave themfelves no reff, till by 
their difguifitions and. diligence they had 
found out the fraad, and brought him the 
avelcome news, thag his accufers did con- _ 
fefs they hag wronged him, and begged 
his pardon. To which the good man’s re- 
ply was to this purpofe : “ The Lord for- 
“se give them ; and the Lord blefs you for . 
<¢ this comfortable news, Now I have a 
« juft oceafion ‘to fay with Solomon, 
« Friends are born for -the days of adverfity; 
«and fueh you have’proved to me..And 
* to my God I fay, aa did the mother of 
«© St. John Baptift, Thus bath the Lord 
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J dealt with me, in the day wherein be® 
“¢ looked upon ae, to take away my reproach 
“among men, Amd, O my God, wither, 
“ my lite, nor “my Teputation, are Tafe in 
“ mine own keeping; but in thine, who 
“ didft take care of me when I yet hanged® 
‘upon my mother’s breafi. Bleffed arf 
“they that put their trot in thee, O 
© Lord: for when falfe witnefles” were 
“ rife up againft me; when flame was 
“ ready to cover my face; when my nights 
“ were reftlefs ; when my foul thirtted for 
“a deliverance, as the hart panteth after 
“ the rivers of waters; then thou, Lord, 
* did ft hear my complaigts, pity my condi- 
tion, and art now hecome tuy deliverer; 
“and as long as I live I wil hold up ny 
“ hands in this Manner, and magnify thy 
“* mercies, who didé not give me over as 
“a prey to mine enemies: the net is 
“ broken, and they are taken in it. on’ ; 
“ blefled are they that pet their trug 
“in-thee. And-no profperity fhall make 
“me. forget thofe days of rrows or 
‘to pertorm thofe vows. that I have 
Se Wiade to thee ty thcdic eee ee 
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€ tion; i, for with fach facrifices, thou, oO 


“ God,” art well plese and I will pay: 


, then. 

Thus did the joy aoe giatitude of this 
good man’s heart break “forth 5 and it is 
obfervable, that, as the invitation ‘to this 
ffander was his ‘meek behaviour and dove- 
like fimplicity, for which he was remark- 
able ; fo his chriftian charity ought to be 

* imitated.“ For though the fpirit “Af re- 
venge is fo pleafing to mankind, that it 
is never conquered but by a {upernatural 
grace, revenge being indeed fo deeply 
rooted in human’ nature, that, to prevent 
the exceffes of it, (for men would not 
know moderation,) Almighty God allows 
net any degree of it't to any man, but fays, 
Vengeance is mhine : and though this be faid 
politiv ely by God himfelf, yet this revenge 
is fo pleafing, that man is hardly perfuaded 
t6 fubmit the manage of it to the time, 


and juftice, and wildom, of his Creator, ~ 


brit would haften to be his own executioner 
of | “it. Ang yet neverthelefs, if any man 
ever did wholly decline and leave this 
pleating paffion | to the time and’ meafire 

of 
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. 
of God alone, it was this Richard Hookers 
‘of whom I write: for when his {nderers 
were to fuffer, be laboured to rocure 
their pardon ; and when that wasedenicd * 
him, his reply {Wasy “ That howeveg he 
“ would falt, and pray that God ®voul@ 
“ give them repentance, and paticnce #9 
“undergo their: punifhment.” And hig 
prayers were fo tar returned into his own 
bofon@ that tle figh was granted, if we « 
may believe a*penitent behaviour, and an 
open confeffion. And it is obfervable, 
that after this time he would often fay 
to Dr. Saravia, “O with what quietnetis 
“did T enjoy my foul, after I was free 
* from the fears of my flander! And 
“how much more ‘hfter a conflict apd 
“ victory over my defires of revenge !” 

About the year 1600, and of his age for- 
ty-fix, he fell into along and tharp ficknefs, 
dccafioned by a cold taken in his pallagze 
by water betwixg London and Gravelend ; 
from the malignity of which he was never 
recovered ; for afteg that time, ti] his dgath, 
he was not free from thoughtful days and~ 
rflefs fights : but a fubmiffion to his will 

“4 ~ that 


344 THE LIFE’ OF 


chat makes the fick man’s bed aly, by giv-_ 
ing reft'to his foul, made his very languifh-- 

, ment eomfortable: and yet all this-time he 
wag folicitous in his fudy, and faid oftento 
Dr.-Saravia, (who faw him daily, and was 
the offef comfort of his life,) “ That he 
ifdid, not beg a long life of God for any 
% other reafon, but to live to finith his 

thre remaining books of Polity 5 3 and 
“then, Cord, let thar fervant depart in 
‘peace ;”” which was his ufual expref- 

fion. And God heard his prayers, though 
he denied the Church the benefit of them, 
as completed by himfelf; and it is thought 
he haftened his own death, by haftening 
to give life to his books. But this ig cer- 
thin, that the nearer he was to his death, 
the more he grew in humility, in holy . 
thoughts, and refolutions. 

About a month before his death, this 
food man, that never knew, or at leaf 
never confidered, the pleafures of the pa- 
late, became firft to lofe his appetite, and 
then to have an av erfenefs to all food, in- 
fomuch that he feemed to live fome in- 
termitted weeks by the fmell ‘of meat 
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Only, and yet ftill fludied and writ. - And? 
now his guardian angel feemed to forete] 
him, that the day of his diffolutioa drew 
near ; for which his vigorous foul appeared 
to thirft. , . 

In this time of his ficknefa, and not 
many days before his death, his houfg 
was robbed ; of'which he having notice; 
his queftion fig,“ Are my books and, 
“ wriften papers tafe?” And cing an- 
Awered, that they were; his reply was, 
“ Then it matters not; for‘no other lof 
“can trouble mej. . . 
" About oné day before hig death, Dr. 
Saravia, who. knew the very fecrets of 
his foul, (for they were fuppofed to ke 
confeflors to each other,) game to him 
and, after a conterence of the benefit, the 
heceffity, and fafety of the Church's abfo- 
lution, it was tefolyed the DoGor fhould 
give him both that and the Sacrament tie 
day following. «To which end the Doc. 
tor came, and, after a thort ‘retirement 
and privacy, they two retuieéd: to the 
company y-and then the Dotter gave him, 
and fome of thofe flecde cae 
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evith him, the bleffed Sacrament of the 


body and blood of our Jefus, Which” 


, being performed, the Dacor thought he 
faw a yeverend gaiety and joy in his face; 
but-it lafted not long; for his bodily in- 
firmities did return fuddenly, and became 
rflore vifible, infomuch that the Doétor 
apprehended death ready’ to feize him ; 

yet, atter fome amendngensy left him at 

night, with a promifegtgreturn easly the 
day following ; which he did, and then 
found him better in appearance, deep in 
contemplation, and not inclinable to dif- 
eourfe ; which gave the Doétor occafion 
to require his prefgnt thoughts. To which 

_ he replied, « That he was meditating the 
umber and nature of angels, and their 
 Dlefled obedience and: order, without 
«* which, peace could not be in Heaven; 
« and ob ! that it might be fo on earth !” 
After which words, he faid, “1 have 
“ lived to fee this world is made up of 
‘ perturbations 5 and [ have been long 
preparing’ to leave at, and gathering 
« comfort far the dreadful hour of mak- 
“ing my account with God, ‘whiclf I 

7 now 


’ 
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“now sapprehend to be near: andt 
though I have by his grace loved him 
“in my youth, ad feared him ir? mine 
“ age, and labdtired go have a confeience 
“ void of offence to him, and to all men; 
“ yet if thou, O Lord, be extreme té 
“ mark. what I have done amifs, who cah 
“abide it? Ant therefore, where I have: 
“ failed, Lord, thew mercy to me? for L, 
_ “ plea@ not m X righteoufnets, but the fora 
givencfs of my unrighteoufnefs, for his 
“ merits, who died to purchafe pardon for 
“ penitent finners, And fince I owe thee 
“a death, Lord, let it not be terrible, and : 
“then take thine owntime; I fubmit 
“to its let not ming, O Lord, but let | 
* thy will be done.’ With which expres | 
fion he fell into a dangerous flumber ; 
dangerous as to his recovery: yet reco. 
ver he did, but it was to {peak only thefe 
few words: Good Doétor, God hat 
“heard my daily petitions, for I am at 
*" peace with all men, and h is at peace 
“ with me; and tram that blefled aflurance 
“«T feel that inward joy, which thig world 
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¢ my confcience beareth me this wvitnefe, 
« and this witnefs makes the thoughts of 
. death joyful. I coukl with toslive to 
“6 do tfie Church more fervice ; but cannot 
« hape it, for my days are paft as a fha- 
dow that retarns not.” More he would 
Have fpoken, but his fpirits failed him ; 
and, after a fhort conflict ‘betwixt nature 
<and death, a quiet figh put a period to 
his lat breathy, and fore fe]] afleep> And 
now he feems to reft like Lazarus in 
Abraham’s bofom, Let me here draw his 
curtain, till witht the moft glorious com- 
, pany of the Patriarchs and Apofiles, the 
moft noble army,pf Martyrs and Confef- : 
. fors, this moft legmed, moft humble, 
hely man fhall alfo awake to receive an 
eternal tranquillity, and with it a greater 
degree.of glory, than common Chriftians 
thall be made partakers of, 
© Inthe mean, Ame, Blefs, O Lord ! Lord, 
blefs bis brethren, the Cleegy of this nation, 
with effeduak endeavours to attain, if not 
to bis greas learning, yet to bis remarkable 
mecknefs, bis godly Jjimplicity, and bis Chr rif 
van moderation ; for thefe will bring « epeace 
. at 
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at the Ie And, Lord, let his moft excel® 
lent qeritings be bleft with what be efigned, 
when $6 under&ok thems which was, , 
glory to thee, O God wn high, peace in thy 
Church, and good wl to mankind, _ Anen, 
Amen, 


"fEaaK warn 


on a 


This following Epitaph was dong fince prgfeneed to 
thé orld, in memory of Mr.rHooxer, by Sir 
"Winttam Cowrrn, who élfo built bim a fair 
» monument in Borne Church, and acknowledges 
chim to bave been bis fpiritual Father. 


tafe x6 
THOUGH nothing can be'fpoke worthy his fame, 
Or the remerpbrance of that precious name, 
Judicious Hooker; though #his coff be fpent 
On him, that hath a lafting monument 
In his own books; yet ought we to exprefs,. © 
If not his worth, yet our refpeétfulnefs. 
Church-cereronies he maintain’d ; then why 
Without all ceremony thould he die? +> ye 
‘Was it becaufe his life and dcath thould be 
Both equal patterns of famility ? ? 
© Or that perhaps fis only g¥ rious one 
Avs above all, toafk, why had he none ? 
Yet he, that lay to Jong obfcurely low, 
Doth now, preferr'd to greater honours go. 
Ambitious men, team hence to be more wife, 
Ilgmility is the crue way to rift * 
~ And God in me this leffon did infpire, 
To bid this humble mang.“ Friend, fit up higher.” 
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‘AND now having by a long and labori- 
. ous fearch fatisfied myfelf, and I hope my 
. Teader, by imparting to him the true rela~ 
.tion of Mr. Hooker’s life; I am defirons 

alfo to acquaint him with fome obferva- 

tions that relate to it, and which could 
not properly fall to be {poken till after his 

death, of which my reader may expect a 

brief and true accqunt in the following 

Appendix, ‘ *.. 

And firft, “it Isynat t0 be doubted but 
that he died in the forty-feventh, if not in 

the ‘forty-fixth year of his ages; whieh I 

mention, becaufe many have believed him 

to beanore aged: but I have fo examined: 
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rit, as té"be confident I miftake not ; and 
for thé year of his death, Mr. Camden, 
who nv his Annals of Queen Eizabeth, 
1599,¢mentions him with 4 high com- 
mbépdation of his life and learning, de-~ 
clares him to die in the year 1599; and 
fet in that infcription of his monument, 
det up at the charge of Sif William Cow- 
“per, if Borne Church, where Mr. Hooker 
was‘buridd, his death, is there faiéto be 
in anno 1603; but doubtlefa both miflaken; 
for I hae it attefled under the hand of 
William Somner, the Archbifliop’s Re- 
gifter for the vprovince: of Canterbury, 


that Richard Hgoker’s will bears date ' 


O€ober 26, in -ganng: 1600, and that it 


akas proved the third of December follow- 
‘s*. ba ai 

Na And she reader may take, notice, that fince I firft 
w#it-this Appendix to the Life of Mr.Hooker, Mr. Ful- 
nflaeyot Corpus Chrifti College, ath fhewed' me a good 
authority for the very. ey and hour of Mr. Hooker's 
death, in one of an books of Foiity, which had been 
Afthbifhop Land's. In which book, befide many con- 
fiderdole marginal notes of foe patlages of his time, 
under the Bifhop’s own hand, there is alfo written in 
thg titte- page of that book (which now is Mr, Falman' 8) 
this ptteftation ; 








é « Richards 
. ca 
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_" And .that at his death he left four 
phe shale Alice, Cicily, Jane, ar Mar- 
garet; ghat he geve to each of them an 
hundred pourtl ; that he left’ Joan, hie | 
wife, bis fole extouwix 3 and that, by his 
inventory, his eitate (a great part of it 
being in books) came to Tog2l. 9s, 24. 
which was mith more than he thought 
himtelf worth ; and which was “rot got, 
by hi@care, mich Igfs by the g8od houfe- 
wifery of his wife, but faved by his trufty* 
fervant, Thomas Lane, that as wifer 
~ than his mafter in getting money for him, 
and more frugal than‘ his miftrefs in 
_ Keeping of it. Of which will of Mr, 
Hooker’s I fhall fay no mere, but that 
his dear friend Thonies, the father of 
George Cranmer, (of whom I have fpo- 
‘en, and fhall have oceafign to fay, more,) 
was one of the witneffes to it, age 
One of his elder daughters was marri€l 
to one Chalinor, fomesime a fchool-maf- 


e 

“ Richardus Hooker vir fummis dotringe dotihps or 
“ natus, de Ecclefia pratipue Anglicana Sptime meritus, 
“ obiit Novemb. 2. circiter horam fecundat poftmeridia- 
“Cnamg Anno t6cc.” 
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eter in Chichelter, and: are both dead ‘one 
fince, “Margaret, his youngeft daughter, 

. was married unto Ezekiml Charke Bache- ~ 
lor ir Divinity, and Rector of St. Ni- 
chalas in Harbledown hear Canterbury, ° 
‘who died abont fisteen yeats paft, avd 
Fad a fon lezekicl, now living, and it fa- 
cred orders, being at shi¢ time Re ‘tor oF 
« Waldron i in Suffex. She left alfo a daugh- 

* ter, with’ both whore I have {pon not 
many months patt, and find her to be a 
widow if a condition that wants not; 
but very far from abounding. And thefe: 
two attefted unto me, that Richard Hook- * 
er, their grandfather, had a fifter, by name 
, Elizabeth Larvey, that lived to the age 
" of 121 years, an@ died in the month of 
"September, 1663. 

For his other two daughters T can Jearn 
little certainty, but have heard they both 
died before they were marriageable. And 
for his wife, 48 was fo unlike Jephtha’s 
daughter, thet fhe ftaid not a comely time 
to bewail ber widowhood ; nor lived long 
enough to repent her fecond marriage 5 
for which, doubtlels, the would ehave 
: found 


. 
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found caufe, if there had been bee four 

months betwixt Mr, Hooker’s aml her 

) death,? But the is qead, and Jet her gther 
inirniities be busied with her, + 

Thus much’briely {Sr his age, the'year 

of his death, his eflate, his wife, and Kis . 
children. Tam néxt to {peak of his books ;4 
concerning which.T fhall have a neceflity 

_ of being longer, ur thall neither do Nght 
to my{yt, or my*reader, which is chiefly 
intended in this Appendix, ‘ 

Thave declared in his Life, thanhe pro- * 

pofed eight books, and that*his firl four 
‘were printed anno 1594, abd his fifth book 
Yirft printed, and alone, anno 15973 and 
that he lived to finith the Femaining three 
of the propofed cight? but Whether w e 
have the laft three as finithed*by himfelt, # 
is a juft and material quettion ; concerning 
which I do declare, that T have bee? told. 
almoft forty years paft, by one, that ver 

~ well knew Mr, Hooker and the affairs of 
his family, that, about a mongh after the 
death of Mr. Nooker, Bithop Whitgift, 
then Archbithop of Canterbury, feut 


ae Aa2 * one 
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» one of ghis Chaplains to enquire of Mrs. 
Hopker, for the three remaining books of 
Polity, writ by her hyfband: of which 
fhe woul not, or could wot, give any ac- 
count : and that abgut three months after - 

«that time the Bifiop procured her to be 
dent for to London, and then by his. pro- 
curement fhe was to be examined by 
fomd of her Majefty’s Council, concerning: 
the difpétal of thole, gaOks + butwby way 
of preparation for the next day’s exami-~ 
nation,,fhe Bifhop invited her to Lam- 
beth, and, after fome friendly queftions, 
fhe confefled to him, “ that one Mr.” 
“ Charke, and_ anothcr Minifter that’ 
« dwelt near vanterbury, came to her, 
"6 and defired that fhey might go into her 
* hufband’ £ ftudy, and look upon fome 
«of his writings: and that there they 
bs two burnt and tore many of them, af- 
* furing her, that they were writings not - 
& fit to be feen ; and that flle knew nothing 
« more commerning them.”” Her lodging 
was then,in King-firget in Weftminfter, 
where the was found next morning dead 
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“in her bed, and her new hufband fufpected 


and Yueftioned for it: but he was’ de- 
clared itmocen teof her death, 

- And’ I déclane alfo, that Dr. John 
Spencer, (mentioned in the Life of Mr, 
dlogker,) who-was of Mr. Hooker's col, 
lege, and of hig .time there, and betwixt 
whom there was % friendly a friend thip, 
that they continually advifed tazether in ® 
all their fludie’, and particularly in whats 
concerned thefe books of Pelity—this* , 
Dr. Spencer, the three perfect books be- 


- ing loft, had delivered mto his hands, (I 


think by Bithop Whitgift) the imperfect 
books, or firti rough dughts of them, 
to be made as perfect as they might be + 
by him, who both knew Nr. Hooker's 
hand-writing, and was’ beft acquainted 
with his intentions. And q fair teitimony 
of this may appear *by an epifile firft ang 


ually printed before Mr. Hooker’s five 


books, (but omitted, I know not why, 
in the laft impreffion of the cight sprigted 
together in anno 1662,%in which the pub- 
lifhers feem to impofe the three doubtful 
book to be the undoubted books of Mr. 
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Hooker,) with thefe two letters J. S. at 
the end of the faid gpiftle, which. was | 
mean for this John Sroncer: 4 in which - 
epittle the reader tay find’ thefe words, . 
which may give fome authority to what 
dhave here written of hislaft three bgoks. 
« And though Mr. Hooker haftened his 
“ own death by hafigning to give life to 
“his beaks, yet he held -out with his 
“eyes to behold thefe Benjamingy thefe 
“ fous of his right hand, though to him 
“ they proved Benonics, fons of pain and 
‘‘forrowe But Tome evil difpofed minds, - 
“ whether of malice, or covetoufnefs, or - 
“ wicked blind@zeal, it is uncertain; as 
r<foon as “they cre born, and_ their 
& father defd, fmothered them, and, by 
“ conveying the perfect copies, left unto 
“ us fothing but the old imperfect man- 
ra gled draughts difiénibered into pieces; - 
‘6 No favour, no grace, not the fhadow of 
“ <Yhemfelvey remaining in them. Had 
ie father lived to behold them thus de- 
« faced, fie might rightly have named 
* theme Benonies, the fons of forraw : 
“but being the learned will not’ fuffer 


. “ them 


€ 
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“ them to die and be buried, it is intendedy 
“ the world {hall fee them as thay are ; 
“ the learned wi find in them fome tha- 
** dows and velemblapces of their Sather’s 


“8 face. God gran that as they were 


“ with their brethren dedicated to the 
“‘ Church for meffengers of peace ; fo, tr 
“the flrength bf that little breath of life 
“ that remaineth in them, they may pro-, 
“ {pefin theirgworls, and, by fatisfying the 
* doubts of fuch as are willing to learn, 


4 f they may help to give an cud to thes 


“ calamities of thefe our civil wars.” 
J.S. 


» 

And next the reader may note, that, 
this Epiftle. of Dr. Spencer’s was writ 
and firft printed within four years after 
the death of Mr, Hooker, in whieh time 
alFdiligent fearch,had been made for the 
perfect copies ; and then granted, not; fe- 


*coverable, and stherefbre endeavoured: to 


be conipleted out of Mr. fooker’s tough 
draughts, as is oxprefled by ahe? fal Dr. 
Spencer in the faid Epiflle, fines whofe 
death it is now fifty years, : . 

BAA Be, Yy 
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~: dead 7 do profefe: by the -faith® of. ‘a 
s@hridich, that Dr: Spencer‘s:wife (who 
3 was'my aunt, and filler to George Crai- 
emerjyod? whom .} have {poken}° told: mg 
forty. years firice, in thefe, or in words to 
-this. purpofe : ‘¢ That hey hufband: had 
made up or finithed Mr. Hooker's. iaft 
“Sithree books 3’ and that upon her huf- 
* ut band’s death-bed, or in lyjs fait ficknefs, 
<4 he'pave them intce her cand, With ‘a 
- 4 charge they thould not be'feen by any 
'éinan, bat be by her delivered into the 
_-shands of the then Archbifhop of Can- 
“-terbury, which was Dr. Abbot, or unto 
“ Dr. King, then Bifhop of London, and 
-¥¢that-the did, as he enjoined her.” 
“4 do conceiye, that from Dr. Spencer’s, 
Cando othe eopy, there have been divers 
‘veranferipts#”and [| know that thefe were 
eo be found in feveral places ; as namely, 
= Stp"THomas Bodley’s Library ; in that of 
f pr.vdindresx late Bifhop of Winton 5 in 
« thefate Lord Conway’s sin the Archbifhop 
ot CARED AY’s' and inthe Bithop of sr- 
i Sofas be Hand ar many others: and inoft 
of thefe pretended te be the Author’s‘own 
Siu? hand, 
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hand,- but much difagreeing, *being in- 
degd altered and diminifhed, as wen have 
thought fitteft*to make Mr. Mooker’s 
judgment fuit with their fancied, or give 
authority to their corrupt defignss; and 
for proof of a part of this, take thefe fol- 
ldwing teftimonics. ‘ . 

Dr. Barnard, fometime Chaplain to Dr. 
Uther, late Lord Archbifhop of Armagh 
hat declare in » late book, called Clavt 
Trabales, printed by*Richard Hodgkin- + 
fon, anno 1661, that, in hissfearch and * 
examination of the faid Bithop’s manu., 
fcripts, he found the three written books 
which were fuppoted the fixth, feventh, 
and eighth of Mr.,Hooker’s books of Ec- 
clefiattical Polity ; and that in the. faid 
three books (now printed as Mr. Hooker's) 
there are fo many omiffions, #hat they 
amount to many paragraphs, and which 
caufe many incoherencies » the omifions 
are by him fes down at large in the faid « 
printed book, to which I%efer the Teader 
for the whole ; sbut think fis in’ th’s place 
to infert this following thort part of fome 
oftthe faid omiffions. . 

s IM. 
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¢ © Firff§. as there could be. in nat} aval 
“ badie? no motion of any thing, opel 
£ there? were fome firft *hich. meved all 
“ things, and continued “upmoveable # 
“evan fo in politic focieties there, muft 
He, fome unpunifhable, og elfe uo man 
yall {ufler punithment + for fith pu- 
“ nifhments proceed always from fupe- 
“§ riors, to whom: the adypiniftration of 
*« juflice belongeth 5 which adminift@ation 
> mult fave neceffarily a fountain, that 
* 4 deriveth: it to all others, and -receiveth 
_ not from any, pecaufe otherwife the 
« courfe of jutice fhould go infinitely in 
“ a cirole, every fuperior having his fupe- 
«& ior, withowr. end, avhich cannot be: 
«therefore a ,well-fpring, it followeth, 
“ there igy:a. fupreme head of juftice, 
cieeteregiien all are fubjedl, but itfelf in 
a fabjeétion to none. Which kind of pre« 
‘Minineney ¥ fome ought to have inva 
* kingdom,who bit the King fhall have ° 
&jt?+ Kings Gacrefore, or mo man, can 
§ have latvtul power, to jadgye. 
“Tf private men offeud, there. is the 
&s magiftrate over them, which judgeth ; 
“ec if 
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“if midgifimites, they have theit prince} 
" ifeprintes; there is Heaven, a MGanal: 
“befots" whieh” they thal app@ar; ‘on, 
we eatth the’ are no? accountable to any.” 
Here, fays' thé Dr. % breaks off abruptly. 
“And I have thefe words alfo attetted 
under the hand of Mr. Fabian Philips a 
man of néte for his ufeful book," T 
‘will make wath, if I fhall he requireds* 
“that Dr. Sandeffon, the late Bithop af® 
“Lincoln, did a littl’ before his death 
“ affirm to me, he had en a thanufcript 
“affirmed to him to be the hand-writing 4 
« of Mr, Richard Hooker, in which there 
‘was no mention made of the King of 
“ fupreme governow’s” being’ accountable 
‘to the people.’ This I will maké aay, 
“ that that good man atteftéd go me. * 





ee 

ner FABIAN Putt q, 
* So that there appears to Be ‘woth OAL: 

‘ fidns and addittons in the! tid Taft’ thes 
printed books; and this ritay’ probablybé 
one reafon why Drs SandeiYari)"tlte’ (bid 
feared Bithop, (whofe writing hire fo 
highly and jaftly valued,) gave a frig. 


ge ade, 
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Charge near the time of his deatl, ort in 
his latwill, Phat nothing of his ehat 
*© was “not_ already pritted, - thetild be. 
“ printed after his death.” ¢ aH 
_ Acts well known how high a value oir 
Téarned King James put’ uron the books 
wiitby Mr. Hooker; and known alfo that 
our late King Charles (the martyr for the 
“burch) valued them the 4econd of all 
“hooks, teftified by his tommending Them 
t» the reading of his fon Charles, that 
‘how is out gracious King: and you may. 
fuppofe that this Charles the Firft was 
‘not a ftranger to the pretended three books, 
becaufe, in a difcowrfe with the Lord Say, - 
dn-the time.of the Lorg Parliament, when 
therluid Lord yequired.the King to grant 
the truth of his argument, becaufe it was 
the Judgment of Mr. Hooker, (quoting 
bin i in one of the three written books; ) 
the King replied, “ * They were not al- 
« lowed fo be Mf. Hookef’s books: but,‘ 
« however, hé would allow them to be 
© Mr‘ Hooktr’s, and confent to what his 
« Lordfhip_propofed to prove out ef thofs , 
«6 ‘ doybttul books, a be would but confént 
“ec to 
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Seta the judgment of Mr. Hackers in the... 
« other five, that were the Uadopbted 
s books of Mr.qHooker.” ie 
) In, this relation concerning thefe three’ 
‘doubtful book of Mr. Hooker’s, my pur- 
pofe was to enquire, then ‘fet down what 
Tebferved and know ; which I have dame, 
not as an engaged perfon, but indiffer- 
ently ; and now leave my feade? to give’s 
fentance, for heir Jegitimatio, as to him 
felf; but fo as to leaveyothers the fame Re F 
berty of believing, or difbelitying then « 
* to be Mr. Hooker’s : and it is obfervable, 
that as Mr. Hooker advifed with Dr. Spen-* 
cer, in the defign, and manage of thefe 
books + fo alfo, and chiefly, with his dear 
pupil, ‘George Cranmer, (whofe filer vat 
* the wife of Dr. Spencer} of which ‘tts 
following letter may be a teftimony, and 
. doth alfo give authority to fonie things 
mentioned both in this Appendix, anel in 
x the Life of My, Hocker, and istherefore 
- added. 
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WHAt potterity.is iikely"to judge of, 
- thefe mattérs concerning Church-difci-, 
line, we may thé better conjecture, if we 
‘call to mind what ouvir own age, within few, 
years, upon better experience, hath already, 
judged concerning the fame, It may be, 
remembered, that at firlt the greateft part! 
of the learned “in. the Jand were either 
eagerly affected, or favourably inclined 
that ways The -books then. written , for 
the Cnoft. part favoured of the difciplinary: 
» ftyle ; it: founded every where in pulpits,, 
and. in commor. phrafe of men’s fpeech,, 
Tho-centrary, part began fo fgar they=had , 
takcn a wrong courfe ; many which im- 
“pugned the‘ difcipline, yet fo impugned’ 
‘ it, 
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ity fet. as not being the bettersform of, 
“government, but as not being fo @gnaeni« 
ent forequr ftates in.regard of dangerous 
~“innovations athtreby Jike to grows * one" 
™ man alone there’ was to fpeak of, (whoni 
let no fafpicion. of flattery deprive of his 
deftrved conmmendation,) who, in the de- 
fiance of the Sney part, and courage of 
» the other, flood in the gap, an@ gave 
others refpites to prepare thefhfelves to : 
the defence, which, bythié fudden’ eager. 
hefs and violence’of their advertaries, hade 
* otherwife been prevented, wherein ‘God. 
, bath made good unto him his own im- . 
“prefs, Vincit qui patitur,: for what cantu-: 
» Mnelious indignities he hath at their hands- 
fuftained, the world is witnefs ; and what” 
reward.of honour above fis adverfarics® 
God hath beftowed upon him, themfelves is 
(though nothing glad thereof) mutt needs+: 
" confefs.” Now of late years the heat®of?: 
“smn towards the dilcipline is. greatly de- + 
cayed ; their judgments begin to fway on * 
*the other fides the learned have weighed f 
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dt, and found it light : wife men conceive 
foma frar, left it prove not only not thee 
bek kjnd of government, but the” very 
: bane and “deftru&tion of dil goverament~ 
The, caufé of this chengé in men’s opini-~ 
‘ens may be drawn from the general na- 
trre of error, difguifed an@-clothed with 
_the name. of truth ; whica did mightily 
and violently poffefg men at firft, but af- 
: terwards, che weaknefs thereof being by’ 
“yime difcovered, ét. loft that reputation, 
«which. before it had gained. As ‘by the 
_ outfide of an houfe the _paffers ‘hy are 
oftentimes deceived, till they fee the cone 
-veniency, of the rgoms within; fo, by the 
wery name of difcipline and reformationy 
“mien were drawn at ‘firft to’ caft.a fancy. 
téwards it, but now they havé not cons 
- “tented themfelves only to pafs by and 
behold afar off the fore-front af this rea 
fotmed houfe ; they have. entered in, even 
at the fpecial requeft of mafter-workmer- 
“and chief-buelders thereof: they have 
_perafed the-rooms, the igh, the ¢ Fes 
iniences, and they find them not anfwer~ 
able to ttdt report which was made of 
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{then}, nor to that opinion whith “upon 
‘epoyt they had conceived : -fo'Ss how 
‘the difsipline; which - at firf, triumphed . 
“over all, being unmatked, begimfeth to 
“droop, and hang’ do&n her‘head. «° » 
The ‘ule of change in opinion con? 
© erfing the» difcipline is proper. ‘to. tHe 
Jearned, or to, fdchaas by them have been 
inftruéted.. Agother-caufe there i€ more ’ 
,open,®and - mare’ apsarent to the view off 
all, namely, the courfe Sf practice, whichs 
_ the reformers have had with us‘trom. the * 
“beginning. ‘The fir degree was only , 
fome fmall difference about the cap and 
furplice ; but not fach aseither bred divi- , 
fion in the Church, ar tendad to the ruig’, 
of the government ettablithgd: This wage 
“peaceable 5 the next degree more firing. — 
Admonitions were diregted to theyParlia; 
ment in peremptory fort againit our whole 
form: of. réginietit! “In defate of them, 
Ttohimes were peblithed in Englith aud iar 
Latin: yet this was nosicre than writs” 
ing. Devicés were fat on fit to eregt 
‘the pra@ice of the difcipline without aus. 
thority 3. yet herein fome tegard of mo-, 
Sy WOLs Kr Bb > | defty, + 
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‘defty; {8me moderation was ufed: Bthdld 
at ferth it brake forth into oper, out? 
rage, frft jv writing by Martin 3.en whofe 
kind Sf dealing theée things may ‘be ob= 
ferved: 1. That wheftas T. C. and others” 
his great mafters had always~Sefdre ret 


dut the difcipline as a queen, and asthe * 


daughter of God; he contrariwife, to’ 


make her, more acceptable to the people; - 


-brought her forth as @vice@apon thé ftage., 
2, This , concei€’ of his was grounded 
(as may‘be fuppofed) upon this rare po- 
licy, that feeing. the difcipline was by” 
writing refuted, in parliament rejected, 
jn fecret corners¢iunted out and decried; 


1% was imagined that by open railing; 
eiwhich to the vulgar is commonly moft’ 


plaufible,) the State Ecclefiaftical might 
have bren drawn into fuch contempt and 
hatred, as the overthrow thereof fhould 
have, been fnoft grateful ‘to all men, and 


in a manner defired byvall the commor.~ 


people., 3., Tt may be noted (and. this 
{ know nfyfelf te be* true) how fome 
uf them, although they ‘could. not for 
{hame approve fo lewd an adtionS yet 

/ Re FS? awere 
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Weré content to ‘Jay hold om it t© the ad~ 
*vangement of their caule, by ackiwiedg- 
ing theegin the ®cret judgments of God 
“again® the ifhops, and hopirig that 
~fome good might *be wrought thereby 
fir We -ehurek 3 as indeed there wai, 
thdugh not according to their conftrub- 
tion. For, 4thly, contrary to their ex-. 
pectation, that, railing fpirit did not only; 
hot farther, leat extremely dilgrace and, 
prejudice their caufe, When it, was once. 
ceived from how low degrees of con-* 
tradition, at firft, to. what outrage of 
contumely .and flander. they were at’ 
length proceeded ; and. were alfo likely 
to proceed further. ~ SooAY 
A further degree of outrage was alforipe 
“fact: certain + prophets did arife, who 
deeming it not poffible that God, thould 
fuffer that to be vadone, which they did 
fo fiercely defire to -have dene, namely, 
that his holy faints, tHe favourers and fa- 
thers of the difcipline, thoul be enlarged 
and delivered from perfecution ; and fees - 
a Hacket and Coppinger.” 
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fing ‘no“meahs of deliverance ordinary, 
wer€ ffin to perfuade themfelvesathat” 
~God hull, xeeds raife fEmg extraerdimary 
recans; and being perfuadeé of rfone fo" 
welk as of themfel¥es, they forthwith“ 
muft needs be the inftwamen® of this 
great work. . Hereupon they framed unto .° 
themfelvesan affured hepe, that, wpon their 
- preaching.out of a peafe-cart in Cheapfide, 
call the ‘nultitude weuld Save prefently 
4oimed unto then’, and in amazement of. 
mind have atkgd them, Viri fratres, guid 
agimus? whereunto itis likely they would 
have returned an anfwer far vulike to that 
of St. Peter: & Sech and fuch are men un- 
- © worthy towgoverne pluck them down : 
a<s{ych and fych are the dear children of 
s¢ God ;-let them be advanced.” 

Of tro of thefe men it 18 mect to fpeak 
with all commiferation: yet fo, that 
others by tocir example may receive in- 
firuétion, and withal fome light may ap> 
pear, what Qirsing affeétions the difcipline 
js like to Thfpire, 3 it tight upon apt and 
prepared minds. vist . 

Now if any man doubt of what fGciety 

: e they 


a 
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‘they were; or if the reformersdifclaim 
“them, pretending that by them thyvwere 
conderaned; le® thefe points bes confi- + 
deredy 1. Whole affociates’ were they 
before they entered into this frantic, pat- 
’. fion ? whofe fermons did they frequent ? 
wom did they admire? 2. Even when 
they were enttring into it, whofe advice 
did they require ? and when théy were, 
“in, whofe approbation ? whonNadvertifed 
they of their purpofe? whofe affiftancg 
by prayer did they requett? But we deat 
injurioufly with them to lay this to their 
charge ; for they reproved and condemned 
it. How? did they difclofe it to the 
magiftratey that it_might be fuppreffed ? 
or. were they not rather content to fang 
aloof of, and fee the end "of. it, as being 
loath to quench that fpirit? No doubt 
thefe mad practitioners were of their focie- 
. ty, with whom before, and in the praGice 
“of their madnefs, they had moft affinity, 
Hereof read Dr. Bancroft’, book. : 
. A third inducement miay be 'to “ifltke 
of the difcipline, if we confider not obly 
ho far the reformers theiffelves have 
~ - Bbh3Z.? J ™ pro- 
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poccedet, but what others upon their 
foundatfins have built. Here come, the ? 
“Brownifs in, the firt-rgnk, their lineal 
defcendants, who have: Séingd upon a 
number of ftrange epinions; whereof 
although their anceftors, jhe reformers, * 
-were never actually poffeffed, yet, by rigat 
and intereft from them derived, the Brown 
“ifts and’ Barrowifts have taken poffeffion 
“of them : ff if the pofitions ef the refrm-* 
.ess be true, I canfiot “fee how the main . 
and general conclufions of Brownifm 
.fhould be falfe; for upon thefe two points, 
as I conceive, they ftand. A 

¥. That, becaufe, we have no Church, 
they are to fever themfelves*from us. 
That withopt civil authority they are 
to ereét’d Church of their owns And 
if the former of thefe be true, the latter, 
T fu pofe, will follow:.,for if above all 
things men be to regard their falvation + 
and if. out of the. Church there be no™ 
falvation ; it foweth, -that, if we have 
no ¥ Caren, we have no-sneans of falva- 
tion ; and therefore feparation from us 
in that refped_ is both lawful and ne€ef- 
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fary: as alfo, that men, fo feparated from 
the falfe and counterfeit Church, are to 
-aflociate. thenifelves unto fome Church ; . 
not to ours; to the Popith cnuch lefs 5 
therefore to ove ot” their own making. 
Now the ground of all  thefe ‘infe- 
rer ces, being tnis, “ That in our Church 
there is no maans ‘of falvation,” is out 
of the reformers’ principles moft clearly ~ 
‘to be,proved. For. wheretoev ¢ any mat-- 
ter of faith unto -falvation neceffary % 
denied, there can be no meacs of fava fi 
tion ; but in the Church of England, the 
difcipline, by them accounted a matter” 
of faith, and neceflary to falvation, is 
not only denied, hug impugned, and the 
profeilors thereof opprefed, Ergo. 

Again, (but -thig reafon perhaps” as 
weak,) every true Church of Chrift ac- 
knowledgeth the whole Gofpel UF Chritt : 
the dilvipline, in their opinion, is a -part 
of the Golpel, and- yet by our Church 
refitted, ergo. : 

Again, the _difcipline is diva fly 
united to the Church : by which term 
eff atially, they muft mean eit’.er , Me, le 

Bbq. “tial 
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tial part. or an effential property. Both 
which v-ays it mutt nceds be, that, where 
that effential difcipline i- not, neither-is 

there ary Cuurch. If therefore between ° 
them, and the Brownitts there fhould be ap- ° 
peinted a folemn difputation, whereof with 
us they have been oftentymes fo earreft 
challengers; it doth not-y2t.appear what 

~ other a.ifwer they could poiibly frame to 

-thefe and “ne like arguments, whemwith 
tney may be preff:d, bat fairly to deny 
‘the conclufion, (for all the premifes are 

_ their own,) or rather ingenionfly to re- 
verfe their owr principles before laid, 
whercon fo foul abfurdities have been fo 
firmly built. What further procfs you can 
orig out of their high words, magnifying 
the difciptine, { leave to your better re- 
membrance: but, above all points, I am 
defirous this one fhould be ftrongly en- 
forved againft them, becanfe it wringeth 
them moft of all,zand is of all others (for 
aught I fee) the moft unanfwerable. You 
may rotvithftanding fay. that you would _ 
be heartily glad thefe their pofitions might 
be falved, a» the Brownifts might not ap- 

: pear 


_DVTO MR. RICHARD HOOKER. 377 


pear to have iffued out of their lo‘ns : but. 
antil that be done, they mutt xive us 
leare to. think thet they have waft ‘Be eee 
whererut thle wares are grown. =~ - 
Another fort “of. nen there arc, which 
have been content to run on with the re+ 
for.ners forastime, and to make then 
poor inftrumerté of their own dcfigns. 
Thefe are a fort of godlefs politics, who; — 
percetving the plotof difcipline to confift ~ 
of thefe two parts, che overthrow of epi- 
fcopal; and ereétion of prefbyteréal autho-” 
rity; and that this latter can take no , 
place till the former be removed ; are con- 
tent to join with thenvin the defiru@tive 
part of difvipline, bearing them in hand, 
that in the other alfo they fhall find them 
as ready. But when time thall come, it 
may be they would be as loath to be 
yoked with that kind of regiment, as tow 
they are willing to be rcleaSd:from this. 
“rhefe men’s ends j in all their actions is 
diftra@tion ; their pretenc- and colour, 
reformation, ‘Thofe things ~vhich under 
this colour they have effected to their 
- 2 ‘own 
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own gord, are, 1. by maintaining a con- 
trary frStion, they have kept the Cler-~ 
gy always in awe, and thereby made. 
them riore- pliable, and willing ta buy 
their peace. 2. By maiitaining an opi- 
nion of equality among Minifters, they 
heve made way to their own;purpofes-for 
devouring cathedral chu-ches, and Bi- 
thops’ iivings. 3. By exclaiming agaipit 
abufes in the Church, ther have. carriec 
their own corrug: dealings in the civil 
“State more covertly. For fuch is the na- 
ture of the snultitude, that they. are not 
able to apprehend many things at once ; 
fo as being poffeffed with a diflike or 
Jiking of any. one thing, mary other in 
the mean time may efeape them without 
being perceived. 4. They have fought 
to difgrace the Clergy, in entertaining a 
conceit in men’s minds, and confirming 
it vy contjntal practice, * That men of 
learning, and fpevially. of the Clergy; 
“which are-employed in the” chicfett 
kids learning, a are uot to be admitted, | 
© or iparingly adinitted, to matters of 
“Stare? 
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“ State ;”. contrary to the prattic> of all- 
vell-governed commonwealths, “n4_ of 
our own till thef late years. 

A third fort of men there are, though 
not defcended fromthe reformers, yet in 
part raifed and greatly ftrengthened by 
theins namelyyébe curfed crew of Atheifrs. 
This alfo is one Of thofe points, which I 
am defirous you fhould handle moh eflecs 
tually; and @riin yourfelf therein to all 
points of motion and “affe@tion; as ir 
that of the Brownifts, to all ftre:gth and 
finews of reafon. This is a fort moft 
damnable, and yet by the ‘general fufpi- 
cion of the world at this day moft com- 
mon, The cautes of it, which are in the 
parties themfelves, although you handle 
in the-beginning of the fitth book, yet 
here again they may be touched : but the 
oceafions of help and furtherance, which 
by the reformers have been yielded . unto 
tnem, are, as [ conceive; two; 3 namely, 
Senfelefs, preaching; and SM racing of the 
minifiry : for how fhould not wien dare.to 

impugn that, which neither by force of 
realon, nor by aunty: of perfons, is 
3 Tain- 


C 


380 .GRORGE CRANMER’S LETT .R 


‘maintained ? But in the parties themfelves 
thefe tq caufes I -conceive.6f atheifm: 
1. More abundance of wit. than judg- 
ment, and of witty than jyudictous-learn- 
ing: whereby they ee yore iriclined to 
contradi& any thing, than willing to be 
irformed of the truth. They are “aot 
therefore men of found arming for the 
*moft part, but finattcrers; neither is 
~ their kind of difpute 0 much by ferce of 
argument, as by fcoffing ; which humour 
“of (coffins, and turning matters moft feri- 
_ ous into merriment, is now become fo 
common, as we are not to marvel what 
the Prophet-means by the feat of fcorners, 
or what the Apoftles, by fo-etelling of 
[corners to come ; for our own age hath ve- 
rined their fpeech unto us: which alfo may 
‘be an argument againft thefe fcoffers and 
atheifts themfclves, fecing it hath been 
fo many ages ago foretold, that fueh men 
the Jatter days pf the world fhould.affora : 
which could aatbe dane. by: avy. other 
Spirit, favershat whereunto things. future 
aid prefent are alike. And.even for the 
main quefiidn of the refurrecion, whtreat 

7 they 
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they fhek fo mightily, was it not plainly. 
“oretald, iat men fhould in the. latter 
times fay, Whee is the promije -of bis — 
coming ? Aixhantt the creation, the ark, 
and divers’ @b&r points,. exceptions, are 
faid to be taken, the ground whereof +s 
fuperfluity of. wit, without ground of 
learning and {jidgment. A fecond caufe 
of athcifin is, fenfualily, which snaketh ” 
Tien defirous *o remove jal flops and i im-- - 
pediments of thcir-witkged life ; among 
which” becaufe religion is the- chiefett, 
fo as neither in this life without flame _ 
they can perfift therein,-wor (if that be 
true) without torment ip the life to come ; 
they therefore whet their wits to arhihj- 
late the joys of heaven, wherein they fee 
(if any fuch be) they can have no part, 
and likewife the pains of hell, wherein. 
their portion muft needs be. very great. 
They Jabour therefore, not that they niay 
not deferve thofe paigs,: opt that, deferv- 
ing them, there may Baca fuch pairis ‘fo 
feize upon them. But what ceirecit Cane 
imagined more bafe, than that man fhouid 
firife to perfuade himfelf even againit 

” the 
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the feoret inftin@, no doubt; ot-nis own 

mind, that his foul is as the foul of a beaf 
mortal, and corruptible with the boy ? 

Againtt Wwaich barbarous” Qpinion their’ 
own atheifm is a very Qrong argument. 

For were not the foul a nature feparable 

from the body, how could it enter <nto 

difcourfe of things merety fpiritual, and 

nothirg at all pertaining’. to the body? 

Surely tho foul ware-not able to cenceirz 

any thing of Hérvea, no not fo much as 

to difputé againft Heaven, and againft God, 

if there werg not in it fomewhat heavenly, 

and derived fem God. 

The laft which have received ftrength 
ang: cncouragement from th reformers 
are Papifts ; againft whom although they 
aie moft bitter enemies, yet unwittingly 
they have given.them great advantage. 
For what can any enemy rather defire 
t¥an the breach and diffenfion of thofe 
whjch are confederates again him? 
Wherein ther_are to remember; that if 
Gur Commenion with Papifis in fome few. 
Geremonies do fo much ftrengthen them, 
as is s prevended, how much more “doth 

A this 








UPTO MR. RICHARD HOOKER, 383 


this divition and vent among ovrielves, 
pecially fecing it is maintained. te be, 
notin Sight ma‘ters only, but even in - 
matter of fain and falvation! Which 
over-reaching fprech ‘of theirs, becaufe it 
is fo open an advantage for the Barrowit 
and the Papift, we are to wifh and hore 
for, that they will acknowledge it to 
have been fpoken rather in heat of affecs : 
tion, than with fourdnefs of Judgment 5 
and that through their 2xceeding Jove to” 
that creature of difcipline which them. 
felves have bred, nourifhed, and main- 
tained, their, mouth in cemmendation of 
her did fo often overflow. 

From herce you may proceed (butthe 
means of connection I leave to yourfelf) 
to another difeourfe, which I think very 
meet to be handled either here or elfe« 
where at large; the parts whereof may 
be. thefe: 1. That, in this caufe bes 
tween them and us, Men are to fever, the 
proper and effential poiets-and contré- 
verfy from thofe which are accidentaby: 
The moft effential and proper are thefe 
two : overthrow of epifcopal, ana creétion 

: of 
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of. préphyterial author.ty. But ia thefe 
tivo- points whofoever joineth with ther™ 
is accaunted of their number 5 whovoe’ 
in all athér points agreeth with ‘them, yet 
thinketh theauthonity of Bjthops not-un-" 
tawful, and of Elders not neceffary, may 
jolly be® fevered from their retinue. 
Thofe things therefore, -vhich either:in 
‘the porfons, or inthe Jaws and orders 
‘ themtelucs, are faulty- may- be comalainet 
on, acknowledged, and amended 3 yet 
“they no-Wit the nearer their main pur- 
pofe : for what if all errors by them fup- 
. pofed in our Liturgy were amended, even 
according to their own hearts defite ; if 
_ hop- -refidence, pluralities, ard the like, 
_wWeie utterly taken away 5 are their lay- 
Giders theretore pretently authorized ? or 
their fovereign ecclefiattical jurifdiction 
ePablitned ? : 
“But even in their complaining ageinift 
the outward and ‘accidental matters sn 
Bhirch- government, they are maiiy \ ways 
aaliy. 1 Io their end, which they nro- 
_ pote to themfelves. For in declaiming 
aguinit abufes, their meaning is ot to 
=e have 
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have try redrefd, but by cifgracing 
“he prefent flate, to make way for their 
own. difeipline. -As therefore in Venice, 
if: any-fenator ‘hould difcourfe cgaintt the 
power of their {enate; as being either tou 
favereign, or too. weak in government, 
with purpofe to draw their authority to.a 
moderation, it might well be fuffered; 
but not fo, if 2 thould appear he fpake 
with purpofe to indnce unothe flate by 
depraving the prefcut.- So in all caufes* 
belonging cither to Church or Zommon- 
wealth, we are to have regard what mind > 
‘the complaining part doth bear, whether 
“of amendment or innovation 3 and ac- 
cordingly cither to fuller or fupprefs it. 
Their objection therefore 1s frivolens,— 
Why may not men fpcak aguinfl abufes P 
Yes; but with defire to cure the part 
affected, not to deflroy the whcle. 2. 
A fecond fault is in their, manner of 
cemplaining, not onl becaufe it is for 
the moft part in bitter and reproachfal 
terns, but alfo it is to ine sonmeon pear 
ple, who are judges incompetent and in 
fiufiehent, both to determine “cay thing” 
VOL, I. "  ¢e arails, 
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amifs, ‘ang for want of ijl and. Shoritg 
to, amend. it. Which: alfp, difcoverest 

their ‘intent and purpo%.to be sather; 
deftructive: -han correGive:.- 3. “Vhirdlys: 
‘Tcole very exceptions whch they take arg: 
friyalous and impertinent, _Some: thingg- 
indeed they accufe as impious; whieh if: 
they may appear to be fv« h, God forked 
“they fhould be maintained? 

Again(t- the reft it is - only alleged. 
unat they are idls «cremonics without. 
afe, and tuat bettcr and more profitable 
might be deviied. Wherein they are, 
doubly deceived : for neither is it a fufi- 
cient plea to fay, this muti give place, 
becaufe a better may be devifel; becaule 
in our judgments of vetter aud worfe, we 
ofventimces couceive ails, when we com- 
para thofe things which are in devile 
wirh thofe which are in practice: for 
th. imperfe@tions of the one are hid, 
till by time and trial they be difco- 
vered : the others are already manifett 
aud cper to ab. ut lait of all, (which 
is a point in my vpmnion of great regard, 
and whicl. {am defirous to have emarged,) 

they 
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they dy not fee“ hat forthe’ mott Part’ 
When they firike at the flate Eeclefiatical,- 
they fecretly weund the’ Civil ftate : for= 
perfornl fault., what can be said-againtt’. 
the Church, wiich may. not alfo agree: 
tothe Commonwealth ?:In both, ftate™: 
me” have always been, and will be alwavs, 
men; fometirces blinded with error,_ 
moft commoniy perverted by p-flions :~ 
~any-unwort ty bave been ad are ad-- 
vanced in both; nay worthy not re 
garded. And as for abufes, which they” 
pretend to be in the laws themfelves 5 _ 
when they inveigh again% non-refidence, 
do they take it a matter lawful or expe- 
dient in the Civil (tate, for a man to have 
a great and gainful office in the north, 
himfelf continually remaining” in tne 
fouth ? He that hath -an office, Jet bim 
attend his office. When they conde‘on 
plurality of livings {pirituc! to the pit 
of hell, what think they of the infinity 
of temporal pron. otions?_- By the great 
philofopher, Po/. lib. 1. cap. ¢, it is for- 
bidden. as a thing moft dangerous to com~ 
mon‘vealths, that by the fame man many~ 
3 Breat 
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great cfj<es thould be. ~ercifed’ Whar 

hey .deride our ceremonies as vain ang 
Hrivaléasy were it hard t- apply t they 6% 
.centions: evin to thofe. ceive ceremonipis 
writsh at the coronatior, in “Parliaments 
ard all courts of juftice, are ufed ? Were, 
ithard to argue even again(t eiroumeifiony 
the ordinance of God, ae-being a- cruel, 
“ceremony ? p seating the “patforer, as being 
ridiculous; ~ “trad. girt,~ flat in theirhant- 

{© eat a lamb? - . : 

- To contiude: Fon may. exhort thie 
Clergy, (or what if you direét your con- 
elafion not to the Clergy in general, but 
only to the learned in or of both Univer- 
fities ?) you may exhort them to a due 
<confrleration_¢ of all things, and toa right 
“elteem art vaiuing“of each thing in that 
degree wherein it enght to fland. For it 
oft-ntinies falleth out, that what men have 
ater deviled themfelves, or greatly de- 
lighted in, the price and the excellency 
thereof “by ~to- admit: above defert. 
“The Chiefe® lavour of a Chriftian thould 
be to know; of a minifter, to preach” 
Chrift crucified : in regard whereof, not 
. only 
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only wildly thi-gs, but things atherwife 
precigus, ever the difcipline itfelf is vile 
and bafe, “Wheveas now, by the ‘eat: of. 
contertion, aud violence of «fection, the 
zeal of men towards the one hath grz- try 
decayed their love to the other. Hers 
unto therefore they are to be exhorted to 
preach Chrift crucified, the mortification of 
the feb, the renewing of the Spo its not_ 
“olechings v hich-in time-or firite feem- 
precious, but (paffiens being allayed) ace 
vain afid childith. 


G. Cc, 


THE END O° VO_.1. 





